
German 115-001 

Advanced Topics in Scandinavian Culture 

 

Welcome to 

Crimes and Criminals in the North 

 

Instructor   Veronica Lundbäck 

Office:   Curtin Hall 896 

Phone:   414 229-4547 (shared line) 

e-mail:   lundback@uwm.edu 

Office Hours:  MW 1-2 pm or by appointment 

 

Required Materials 

Available at Boswell Books 

Nesbo, Jo: The Devil’s star.  Harper, 2010)  

Fossum, Karin: Broken. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.  2010.  

Alvtegen, Karin: Missing.  Felony & Mayhem. , 2009 

Nykanen, Harri: Raid and the blackest sheep. Ice Cold Crime LLC (2010)  

 

Warning 

The screenings and books covered in this course may contain scenes with full frontal 
nudity and sexual activity, and instances of graphic violence. If you think you will have 
difficulty watching explicit scenes in class, please discuss this with your instructor (e-
mail or in person) so that other arrangements can be made.  

 

Please note that this syllabus might change at any time! 



Course overview 

In recent years there has been a veritable flood of Crime Fiction and film coming out of 
Scandinavia onto the international market – culminating in the success of Stieg 
Larsson’s bestselling Millennium Trilogy. Scandinavian crime fiction is of course not 
only an international success, but immensely popular in the region itself,  a 
comparatively “low crime” environment interestingly enough.  So why is it important to 
look at crime fiction to learn about culture? The answer would be that the 
representation of crime in any given culture says a great deal about the values of the 
society portrayed. In this course we will learn about Scandinavian culture; but we will 
also learn about various genres within cultural representations of crime, including the 
detective novel, police procedural, and the thriller. Students' skills of analysis and 
expression, both oral and written, will be developed and polished in the course. 

Some of the questions we’ll consider in this class are why a region with a comparatively 
low crime rate loves crime fiction? What is typically Scandinavian or Nordic about 
them? What do these novels and films reveal about Scandinavian Culture? What is a 
"criminal" action? How do people, families and society deal with crime? What role does 
race, ethnicity, gender or social background play in representations of crime? What role 
is played by politics? 

 

Course objectives 

 

• Identify and compare/contrast central concepts in Scandinavian culture. 
 

• Identify and evaluate stereotypic notions about Scandinavians.  
 

• Analyze and demonstrate comprehension of complex issues for which there are 
no right/wrong answers 

 

• Construct and write clear logical arguments that show insight and thoughtfulness 
 

• Reflect on and respond to others’ arguments 
 

• Synthesize original thought with primary (and secondary) sources 
 

• Demonstrate critical thinking, analysis and evaluation 



Policies and expectations 

Accommodations 

If you need special accommodations in order to meet any of the requirements 
of this course, please contact the instructor as soon as possible. In addition, if you have 
any questions or concerns regarding the participation, homework, tests, or anything 
else, discuss this with your instructor as soon as possible. You are responsible for 
reading this syllabus thoroughly and for understanding the requirements 
and assessment measures for this course. 

 

The Department of Foreign Languages and Literature intends to comply with the UWM 
policy on Academic Dishonesty and the Americans with Disabilities Act. Copying or 
cheating may result in a failing or lowered grade, either for the entire 
course or a specific assignment. There is a document outlining the UWM policy 
on plagiarism posted under “content” in D2L. Please see your instructor with any 
questions. For additional University Policies, see Appendix C, section B7, in the 
schedule of classes. Students have certain rights to file appeals or grievances. 
Documents that outline these rights and describe the grievance procedure in the College 
of Letters and Science are on file in the Department of Foreign Languages & Literature 
in Curtin 829. 

Attendance 

Regular attendance is required. Treat this class like a job – call or e-mail if you 
cannot make it to class. One absence is allowed for the semester no questions asked 
(note that quiz/test policy always applies). Religious days of obligation will be excused if 
the instructor is notified in advance. Absences affect your final grade! Your final 
grade will decrease by one percentage point per absence after 1. Documented medical 
absences an religious days of obligation will be excused. Other absences will be excused 
at the discretion of your instructor. Be prepared to show documentation in a timely 
fashion. Contact you instructor as soon as possible (preferably before) if you have a 
legitimate reason for missing class. Missing class hurts the whole class, not just you! 
Please know that attendance is not the same as course participation. Rather, 
attendance is a prerequisite of course participation.  

We understand that students get ill or may encounter other unexpected 
circumstances which prevent them from coming to class. Nevertheless, being in class, 
being prepared and participating in real-life communication are essential course 
requirements and can neither be made up though alternative methods (i.e. extra 



credit) nor can these activities be foregone without jeopardizing the outcome of the 
class. 

Please know that not coming to class does not excuse you from  

1) turning in assignments due on the day of your absence.  

2) Knowing about assignments given on the day of your absence. Be sure to follow 
up immediately, either with your instructor or your classmates.  

Exams and other assignments missed by you due to an absence can only be made 
up at your teacher’s discretion. Contact your instructor before missing an exam. 
Missing an exam or assignment due to absence from class may result in a point/grade 
reduction or a zero score.  Please know that any gaps in communication are yours 
and not the instructor’s to resolve.  Your instructor will show good will if it seems 
reasonable, but you cannot expect not to suffer penalties. 

 

Assessment and Evaluation 

Preparation and Participation (40 %) 

Preparation consist of assigned readings and familiarity with the content that you 
are expected to work with in class.  Specific reading assignments (page numbers) for 
each week have not been posted, since we all have our individual pace. However, you are 
expected to work steadily throughout the semester, and try to set up a goal for how 
many pages to read each week (all books are of different length as well).  You will post a 
reading log /journal (about half a page) each week in D2L  (drop box) no later than 
Sunday at 11.59pm  You should also upload the log to your e-portfolio in D2L.  

 

The reading log should contain: 

• Page numbers to show your progression 

• a short summary of what you’ve read during the week   

• comments about your experience – what was interesting? What was difficult? 
What did you do to solve the problem? 

• Issues that you want to discuss in class when we talk about the book 

• Your goal for next week.  



 

Participation is based on your willingness to volunteer in class and to answer 
questions when called on, to work with a partner and in a group, and to show respect to 
you classmates and instructor. This includes paying attention in class and coming on 
time. If you have any questions regarding the Participation grade criteria, talk to your 
instructor.  

 

Homework Assignments (40 %) 

Completion of homework assignments on time is expected. The assigned homework will 
consist of readings, and written papers about the readings discussed in class.  

 

A paper should include a thesis statement, capture the essentials of the 
texts, and be about something that is of particular interest to you. It must be connected 
to the theme, and show your understanding of it. Remember to try to focus on analyzing 
and discussing one aspect and not trying to write about everything at once. The length 
should be approximately 400-500 words – typed and double spaced. Remember that 
quality always counts higher than quantity. Papers must be submitted to the D2L drop 
box before 11 am on the day it is due.  

 

Use D2L as your class bulletin board. Please feel free to post any questions you 
have in connection to readings, films and/or homework that would like to discuss with 
your classmates or instructor ahead of class.  Of course you can also contact your 
instructor with questions at any time.  

 

Exams (20 %) 

You will write two exams during the course of the semester. Each will be worth 10% of 
your final grade. You will be given a choice between several topics to write about. You 
will also be allowed to bring your books to the test – but no notes are allowed – neither 
on paper nor written in the book. 

 

 

 



 

 

Assessment evaluation summary Grade Curve 

Preparation and Participation    40 % 

 

Homework Assignments            40 % 

 

Take-home exams                     20 % 

A+                         98-100 

A                           93-97 

A-                          92-90 

B+                         88-89 

B                           83-87 

B-                          80-82 

C+                         78-79 

C                           73-77 

C-                          70-72 

D+                         68-69 

D                           63-67 

D-                          60-62 

F                            59 and below 

Please note that A+ will not be given as a final grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Schedule 

Dates Theme Homework Assignments 
The Detective 

Week 1 
1/25 

Introduction 
Screening of 
Insomnia 
Norway 
 

  

Week 2 
2/1 

Screening of  
One step behind 
Sweden 
 
Discussion 

 Nesbo  

Week 3 
2/8 

Screening of Varg 
Veum 
Norway 
 
Discussion 

Nesbo  

Week 4 
2/15 

Discussion of  
The Detective 
Nesbo and films  
 

Nesbo Written 
assignment 1 – 
the (anti) hero 

The Victim and their Environment 
Week 5 
2/22 

The Victim 
Screening of 
The Girl who played 
with fire  
Sweden 
 
Discussion 

Alvtegen  

Week 6  
3/1 

Screening of 
Just another love 
story 
Denmark 
 
Discussion 

Alvtegen  

Week 7 
3/8 

Discussion of Alvtegen 
Missing and films 
 
Sweden 

Alvtegen Written 
assignment 2 

The victim 

The Criminals and their Environment 
Week 8 
3/15 

Screening of 
Flickering Lights 
Denmark 
 

Fossum  



Discussion 
Week 9                   Spring Break           NO CLASS 
Week 10 
3/29 

Screening of  
In China they eat 
dogs 
Denmark 
 
Discussion 

Fossum Midterm exam 
 

Take-home 

Week 11 
4/5 

Discussion of  
Fossum:  
Broken and films 
 
Norway 

Fossum  

Week 12 
4/12 

Screening of  
Sun Storm  
Sweden 
 
Discussion 

N ykänen  

Week 13 
 
4/19 

Screening of  
Pusher  
Denmark 
 
Discussion 

Nykänen Written 
assignment 3 
The Criminal 

 

Week 14 
4/26 

Screening of  
Jar City  
Iceland  
Discussion 

Nykänen  

Week 15 
5/3 

Discussion of  
Nykänen  Raid and 
the Blackest sheep 
and films  
 
Finland  

  

The Court 
5/10 Screening of  

The girl who kicked 
the hornets nest 
Sweden 
 
Discussion 

 Written 
Assignment 4 

 
Final will be given during finals week 

 
 


