
German 115-001 
Advanced Topics in Scandinavian Culture 
MW 2:00pm-3:15pm, CRT 309 

 
Welcome to 

Sexuality in Scandinavia – Myth and Reality 
 
 
Instructor:  Veronica Lundbäck 
 
Office:  Curtin 893 
 
Office Hours:  TBA 
 
Phone:  (414) 229-4547 (shared line) 
 
e-mail:  lundback@uwm.edu 
 
 
Required Materials 
 
All required readings are available in the D2L course site 
 

Warning 
 
The screenings and readings covered in this course may contain scenes with full frontal 
nudity and sexual activity, and instances of graphic violence. If you think you will have 
difficulty watching explicit scenes in class, please discuss this with your instructor (e-
mail or in person) so that other arrangements can be made.  
 

Please note that this syllabus might change at any time! 
 

Course overview 
 
The Scandinavian countries have long been known for their progressive stance to 
sexuality, body, and gender.  In this course we will explore and discuss  the facts and 
fictions about Scandinavian “Sin” through Fairytales,  literature and film – as well as 
place it in a socio-political background and context within the ongoing flux of the Nordic 
welfare state model.  We will also examine the attitudes and legislation towards 
prostitution and human trafficking.   
 
Some of the topics discussed in this class may be challenging to talk about, and 
sometimes upsetting, both emotionally and with respect to your personal beliefs. There 
will be questions that are not easily answered.  Mutual respect and consideration are 
extremely important in discussions and group work. Be respectful of other’s opinions 



and sensitive to their needs.  Remember that my door is always open if you wish to talk 
to me, and you can always send me an e-mail if you prefer that mode of communication.   
 
 
 
 
Course objectives 
 
After this course you will be able to: 
 

• Identify and compare/contrast central concepts in Scandinavian culture. 
 

• Identify and evaluate notions about Scandinavians – those held by the world and those held 
by the Scandinavians themselves.  

 
• Analyze and demonstrate comprehension of complex issues for which there are no 

right/wrong answers 
 

• Construct and write clear, logical arguments that show insight and thoughtfulness 
 

• Reflect on and respond to others’ arguments 

 
• Synthesize original thought with primary (and secondary) sources 

 
• Demonstrate critical thinking, analysis and evaluation 

 
• Present your analysis in written form.   

 
 
Time commitment expectat ions 
 

Class week 

Our week starts on Monday at 8am, and ends on Sunday at 11.59pm 

 

 

Course work expectations 

During the semester you can expect to dedicate a minimum of 9 hours to this class each week.  
Please note that these times are estimations, some students may need more time to complete 



their work. You may not spend as much time on projects and research at the beginning of the 
semester as when the deadline is drawing nearer. Work steadily throughout the semester, try to 
manage your time and don’t procrastinate.  

Semester credit hours     144 

Weekly Breakdown    

Preparation     4,5 hours 

Journals       1 hours 

In class learning    3 hours 

Written assignments    0,5 hours 

 

Policies 

If you need special accommodations in order to meet any of the requirements of this course, 
please contact the instructor as soon as possible. In addition, if you have any questions or 
concerns regarding the requirements of this course, including what is expected of you in class 
regarding participation, homework, tests, or anything else, please discuss this with you 
instructor as soon as possible. You are responsible for reading this syllabus thoroughly and 
understanding the requirements and assessment measures for this course. 

The Department of Foreign Languages and Literature and the Scandinavian Studies program 
intend to comply with the UWM policy on Academic Dishonesty and the Students with 
Disabilities Act. Copying or cheating may result in a failing or lowered grade, either for the 
entire course or a specific assignment. Please see you instructor with any questions. For 
additional university policies, see Appendix C, section B7 in the schedule of classes. Students 
have certain rights to file appeals of grievances. Documents that outline these rights and 
describe the grievance procedure in the College of Letters and Science are on file in the 
Department of Foreign Languages and Literature in Curtin 829. Or you can use the following 
link to the Secretary of the University Web site that contains the University policies 
http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/SecU/SyllabusLinks.pdf: 

University Policies: For more information on specific University Policies, please see: 1. Special 
accommodations for Students with disabilities. 

http://www4.uwm.edu/sac/SACltr.pdf 

2. Accommodations for absences due to religious observance. 

http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/acad%2Badmin_policies/S1.5.htm 

3. Accommodations for being called to active military duty. Students: 
http://www4.uwm.edu/current_students/military_call_up.cfm Employees: 
http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/acad%2Badmin_policies/S40.htm 

4. Incompletes. A notation of "incomplete" may be given in lieu of a final grade to a student who 



has carried a subject successfully until the end of a semester but who, because of illness or other 
unusual and substantiated cause beyond the student's control, has been unable to take or 
complete the final examination or to complete some limited amount of term work. 
http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/acad%2Badmin_policies/S31.pdf 

5. Discriminatory conduct (such as sexual harassment). Discriminatory conduct will not be 
tolerated by the University. It poisons the work and learning environment of the University and 
threatens the careers, educational experience, and well-being of students, faculty, and staff. 
http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/acad%2Badmin_policies/S47.pdf 

6. Academic misconduct. Cheating on exams or plagiarism are violations of the academic honor 
code and carry severe sanctions, including failing a course or even suspension or dismissal from 
the University. 

http://www4.uwm.edu/acad_aff/policy/academicmisconduct.cfm 

7. Complaint procedures. Students may direct complaints to the Head of the academic unit or 
department in which the complaint occurs. If the complaint allegedly violates a specific 
university policy, it may be directed to the head of the department or academic unit in which the 
complaint occurred or to the appropriate university office responsible for enforcing the policy. 
http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/acad%2Badmin_policies/S49.7.htm 

8. Grade appeal procedures. A student may appeal a grade on the grounds that it is based on a 
capricious or arbitrary decision of the course instructor. Such an appeal shall follow the 
established procedures adopted by the department, college, or school in which the course 
resides or in the case of graduate students, the Graduate School. These procedures are available 
in writing from the respective department chairperson or the Academic Dean of the 
College/School. http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/acad%2Badmin_policies/S28.htm 

 

 
Attendance 
Regular attendance is expected, i.e. coming to class and participating in 
discussions and activities. You are allowed two absences for the semester – no questions 
asked.  Documented medical absences and religious days of obligation will be excused. 
Other absences will be excused at the discretion of your instructor.  Be prepared to show 
documentation in a timely fashion. Absences will affect your final grade! Your 
final grade will decrease by one percentage point per absence. Contact your 
instructor as soon as possible (preferably before) if you have a legitimate reason for 
missing deadlines. Treat this class as a job.  
 
Please know that absences do not excuse you from  
 
1) turning in assignments due on the day of your absence;  
2) knowing about assignments given during your absence.  
 
Be sure to follow up immediately, either with your instructor or your classmates. Please 
know that any gaps in communication are yours and not the instructor’s to 
resolve. Missing an assignment due to absence may result in a point/grade reduction 



or a zero score. Your instructor will show good will if it seems reasonable, but you 
cannot expect not to suffer any penalties.  

 
Assessment and Evaluation 
 
The objectives outlined above correspond directly to your performance and each individual 
component of the course allows for assessment of different skillsets.  
 
To build your intellectual and practical skills the following categories are incorporated nto the 
course : You will also find guiding questions related to each category that will serve as the basis for your 
grade, each time you do any work for the course.  
 
Knowledge (K):  You will learn facts about Scandinavia that will help you to connect the past and 
present. 
 

ü Accuracy:  Does your work reflect accuracy according to sources used in the classroom? 
ü Familiarity:  Is in your work an understanding of the central questions or problems of a text, 

discussion, etc. reflected? 
 

 
Communicat ion (CO): You will be asked to present information and analysis in oral and written form 
 

ü Message:  Are you able to convey a crucial message in your communication? 
ü Clarity and organization:  Is it easy to follow the arguments of your communication? 
ü Ambiguity:  Are you open to consider and weigh potential objections to your thesis?  
ü Mechanics:  Is the language in your message easily understood?  
ü  

 
Inquiry (I) :  You will be asked to use course materials as the basis for further investigation of 
questions that interest you. 
 

ü Curiosity:  Have different and multiple sources been consulted to gain adequate information? 
ü Integrity:  Does your work present evidence to support “facts” or do you make simple assertions?   

Do you cite your sources accurately and completely? Students are expected to comply with UWM 
Policy on Academic Misconduct (http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/OSL/DOS/conduct.html).   

 
Crit ical Thinking (CT):  You will be required to examine issues and questions, and base your 
findings and conclusions on documents and accounts that not necessarily correspond with your 
own personal beliefs, experiences or tastes. 
 

ü Multiple viewpoints:  Does your work incorporate perspectives that do not necessarily correspond 
to your own personal experience, belief or taste? 

ü Self-awareness:  Do you acknowledge your own biases?  Do you identify and challenge your own 
preconceptions/prejudices? 

 
Teamwork and Problem Solving (TW/PS):  You will be required to engage in collaborative 
learning with other students in in-class learning activities and discussions (partner and/or group) 



 
ü Responsibility:  Do you collaborate and work cooperatively with your group? Are you volunteering 

to solve problems group members or the group as a whole is facing?   
ü Respect:  Are you dealing respectfully with the suggestions and ideas of other group members? 

 
Personal and Social Responsibil i ty (PR/SR) This course will also engage your sense of 
personal and social responsibility by requiring you to: 

a. examine and discuss ethical questions. 
b. display an understanding of cultural differences and their sources. 
c. express how you can apply your new knowledge and skills to your life as a whole. 

 
Personal Responsibility (PR) 

ü Relevance:  Do you indicate how what you are learning in the course relates to your own personal 
life? 

ü Change:  Do you explore how what you are learning may change or not change your personal 
habits? 

 
Social Responsibility (SR) 

ü Do you reflect on how topics discussed in the course might have larger social consequences, in your 
own society as well as in the world? 

 
Connections: This course will also ask you to find ways to connect what you learn here to other 
areas of study or professional activities. 

 
Assessment Components:  
 
Assessment and Evaluation Summary 
 
Assessment 
component  

Percentage  
of Grade 

Categories Assessed 

Preparation                                 
(quizzes, study 
questions, journals) 

20 % K, I 
                                                  

In-class Learning 
Activities and Discussion 

30 % 
 

K, I, CT, TW, CO, PR, 
SR 

Written Assignments                  20 % 
 

K, I, CT, CO, PR 

Tests 20 % K, I, CT, CO, PR 
Group Project 10 % K, I, CT, TW, PS, CO, 

PR, SR 
 
 
Grade Curve 
A+           98-100 
A             93-97 



A-            92-90 
B+           88-89 
B             83-87 
B-            80-82 
C+           78-79 
C             73-77 
C-            70-72 
D+           68-69 
D             63-67 
D-            60-62 
F             59  & below        

Please note that A+  
will not be given as a final grade 
 
 
Preparation (20%)  
 
Preparation consists of assigned readings and familiarity with the content that you are 
expected to work with in class and use for your homework assignments.  There are 
weekly study guides posted under content in D2L. These study guides are meant to help 
focus your reading and may be done in note form (do them while your reading), and 
serve as the basis for your journal. There may be open ended questions that will ask you 
to take a position in relation to the text, and offer arguments. 
 
Unannounced quizzes may be given in class with either short or long answers. 
 
Use D2L as your class bulletin board. D2L Postings are not mandatory, but  please 
feel free to post any questions you have in connection to readings, films and/or 
homework that would like to discuss with your classmates or instructor ahead of class.  
Of course you can also contact your instructor with questions at any time.  
 
 
 

• Read all assigned texts for each module.  You need to be familiar with the content 
that you are expected to work with.  If you are not prepared  you have no 
way of participating – and will miss points.  

 
 

• Prepare 2 questions you want to discuss in class.  

 
Reflective journals/self evaluations   
 
Included in your preparation grade will be regular reflections/self-evaluations during 
the course of the semester.  These will consist of two parts. One part is focusing on self 



evaluation, and the other part is a journal entry where you will be asked to reflect on the 
themes discussed in class, and your learning experience. (approximately one page for 
each week  
 

• A short response to the readings, images, films and discussions.  Think 
about the following questions for example.  

 
Sample guiding questions: 

• What were your thoughts about the subject before the start of each 
module?  

• What does the author/director want you to feel? What do they want you to 
agree/disagree with? 

• What questions did the texts raise for you?  

• What are your thoughts/beliefs about the subject now?   

• What insights do you have now that you didn’t have before you read the 
texts.   

• How can what you have learned be applied to your own life – or society 

• Compare and contrast Scandinavian and American views on the subject – 
What is the biggest difference between the two cultures? (attitudes or laws 
etc)  Why do you think it is different? (remember it’s not a question about 
one being better than the other – just a comparison) 

• Reflections about your learning experience. You include a paragraph 
about what you learned since the last journal entry; how much effort did you put 
in? How did you do on the readings and discussion (is there anything you 
particularly enjoyed or found interesting? Did you learn something about 
yourself and how you learn? What went well? – what can you do better in the 
future?) Also think about your goals for the coming week.  

 

 
 
Active Participation in in-class learning activities and 
discussions (30%) 
 



Participation is based on your willingness to volunteer in class and to answer 
questions when called on, to work with a partner and in a group, and to show 
respect to you classmates and instructor. This includes paying attention in class and 
coming on time. If you have any questions regarding the Participation grade criteria, 
talk to your instructor as soon as possible.  
 

• You are expected to participate actively in the in class learning activities each 
class period 

• Participation and quality of discussion will be factored into your participation 
grade.  

Class Participation will be graded according to the following guidelines. 
These are outlined in more detail under “discussion/participation 

rubric” in content in D2L 
 

 
You have contributed intellectually stimulating and intelligent 
comments on all aspects of the readings that have generated 
further discussion.  

95-100 A 

You have contributed intellectually stimulating and intelligent 
comments on most aspects of the readings, and it has generated 
discussion.  

90-94 A -  

You have made thoughtful comments on some aspects of the 
readings. There is room for further contribution, however.  

85-89 B  

You have made comments on some of the readings, but there is 
room for further analysis. 

80-84 B -  

You have made cursory comments on all aspects of the readings 
and demonstrate a basic understanding of concepts.  

75-79 C  

You have made cursory comments on some aspects of the forum 
and demonstrate a basic understanding of concepts. You have 
made several mistakes in writing.  

70-74 C -  

You have commented on aspects of the readings but your 
comments give evidence that you have not understood them and 
are unable to make a constructive contribution to the discussion.  

65-69 D  

You have commented on the readings but you have not understood 
them and are unable to make a constructive contribution to the 
discussion.  

60-64 D -  

You have not participated in the discussions at all.  (made no 
comments) 

59 and ↓  

 
 
Written assignments (20 %) 
 
Completion of written assignments on time is expected. The assignment can be a 
reaction paper or an analysis of a particular text or a theme. A reaction paper should 
capture the essentials of the texts you have read and be something that is of particular 
interest to you. It must be connected to the theme of the module, and show your 



understanding of it.  In other words – you need to analyze the text and present 
your findings/interpretation. You are expected to take a position and offer 
arguments.  Remember to try to focus on one aspect and not trying to write about 
everything at once. The length should be approximately 700 words, typed and 
double-spaced.  You are also expected to revise your paper after feedback. You 
will find rubrics outlining the expectations with regards to content, style etc under 
“writing rubric” in content in D2L. 

 
Tests (20 %) 
 
You will write two tests, each worth 10% of your final grade, during the course of the 
semester.  The tests will contain open ended essay questions.  You will be expected to 
take a position and present arguments in response to each question. You will find 
instructions as well as guidelines for the expected length of your answers in the 
introductory paragraph in the test document 
 
 
Group Project (10 %)  
 
You will participate in a small group project to be presented at the end of the 
semester.  The subject will be sexualization in the media (which can include many things 
– so you have a certain amount of freedom to explore your interests).  Each group will 
take a different approach to the subject (for example feminine perspective, male 
perspective, queer perspective, or youth perspective) and do research about 
Scandinavian media and advertisements etc and the image it portrays/projects 
(stereotypes for example) – and your conclusions and opinions about the subject (and 
its consequences) from a cultural standpoint.   
 
You will be divided into groups mid semester.  You will be required to submit a 
group contract (expectations of each member, assigned duties, estimation of 
efforts/time dedicated to project, meetings, grounds for firing a member etc) signed by 
all members of the group.  There will be a regular self evaluation of individual and 
group work, as well as the effectiveness of the group that will factor into the project 
grade.  The evaluations will be done individually, and submitted to the instructor 
directly.   
 
You will also present your project as a group (10 minute video presentation (or 
power point)) to the rest of the class during the last week of class.   
 
Assessment evaluation summary Grade Curve 
Preparation                                           20 % 
 
Participation                                         30 % 
 
Written Assignments                          20 % 
 
 exams                                                     20 % 
 
Group project                                       10 % 

A+                         98-100 
A                           93-97 
A-                          92-90 
B+                         88-89 
B                           83-87 
B-                          80-82 
C+                         78-79 
C                           73-77 
C-                          70-72 
D+                         68-69 



D                           63-67 
D-                          60-62 
F                            59 and below 

Please note that A+ will not be given as a final grade 
 
 
Schedule 

 
 Date Theme Readings/ 

Homework 
Assignment 

Week 
1 

 Introduction 
Why talk about 
sexuality and 
gender? 

 Read 
syllabus 

 Nudity in 
Scandinavia 
Perceptions of 
the body in art. 
 
Discussion 

 Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 

 
Week 

2 
 

 
The opposing views of sexuality – nature and culture 
(1800’s onward) 

  Reading activities  
 

The Ice Maiden Ch  
1-7 

Skim read to 
be familiar 
with the story 

  Reading activities 
 

The Ice Maiden Ch 
8-15 

Skim read to 
be familiar 
with the story 
 
Journal 
entry by 
sunday 

 
Week 

3 
 

 
Sexuality and the bourgeois society 

  Discussion 
 

The Snow Queen 
“story” 1-4 

 

  Discussion 
 

The Snow Queen  
“story” 5-7 

Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 



 
Week 

4 
 
An old debate – Free love or moral stability?  
 

  Discussion 
 

Björnsson: A 
gauntlet (excerpt) 

 

  Discussion 
 

Ibsen: Ghosts 
(excerpt) 

Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 
 

Week 
5 

 
The female perspective 
 

  Discussion Skram: Lucie 
(excerpt) 

 

  Discussion Benedictson: 
Money 
(excerpt) 

Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 

Week 
6 

 
The war of the sexes – Naturalism and emancipation 
 

  Screening 
Strindberg Miss 
Julie 

Strindbergs’s 
Preface to Miss 
Julie.  

 

  Miss Julie cont 
 
discussion 

 Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 

 
Week 

7 

 
International reputation in the 1950’s – Eisenhower, Bergman – 
and miss Julie? 
 

Take Home Midterm posted this week 
  Construction of 

the Modern 
“Other” 
 
Screening 
Monika (the story 
of a bad girl) 
 

Browne, JD: Sin & 
Sweden  (1955) 
 
Simenson & Geis: 
Courtship patterns 
in Norwegian and 
American Students 
(1956) 
 

 

  Monika 
continued 

Hale, F: A Time for 
Sex in Sweden – 

Journal 
entry by 



 
Discussion  

Enhancing the 
myth 

Sunday 

Week 
8 

 
From morality to philosophy 
 

  The secular 
debate 

Tomasson:  How 
Sweden Became so 
Secular p 1-14 (top 
of page) 

 

  Implications on 
society and 
attitudes towards 
sexuality 
 
Discussion 

Tomasson 
continued 
 
14 (religion and 
politics) -28  

Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 
 
 

 Take Home Test due in D2L Sunday  
Week 

9 
 
Young adults  

  Sexual freedom – 
and sexual 
education  
60’s and 70’s 

RFSU 
 
Zetterberg: Sexual 
Knowledge 

 

  60’s and 70’s 
continued 
 
Implications for 
modern society 
 
Discussion 

Beckman, Gunnel 
Mia alone (excerpt 
in D2L) 
 
Bartz: Sexual 
education in 
Multicultural 
Norway 

Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 
 

Week 
10 

 
Legalizing love in a cold climate – new concepts of 
gender and family  
 

  Gender and 
Gender equality 
 

Gender Equality in 
the Nordic 
Countries (Case 
studies regarding 
Norway and Iceland 
only ) 
 

Lister, R: Gender, 
Citizenship and 
Social Justice in the 

Half the class 
will read 
about 
Norway – the 
other Iceland 



Nordic Welfare 
States: A View from 
the Outside 

 
  Screening  

Show me love 
RFSL  
 

Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 
 

Week 
11 

Ecce Homo  
 

  Show me love 
cont. 
Discussion 

Legalizing love in a 
cold climate. 

 

  Provocative 
exhibit in the 
Uppsala 
Cathedral.  

Legalizing love in a 
cold climate. D2L 

Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 
 

Week 
12 

New laws on Prostitution 

  Is prostitution a 
“male” problem? 
 
Discussion 

Jacobsson: Why do 
men buy sex?  
Ekberg: The 
Swedish Law….. 
 
Moustgard: 
Prostitution in DK. 

Each student 
will be 
assigned one 
article  

  Following the 
Swedish Model?  
 
Discussion 

Holli:  Debating 
Prostitution 
 
Jacobsson & 
Kotsadam: What 
explains attitudes 
towards 
prostitution 

Each student 
will be 
assigned one 
article 
 
Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 
 

Week 
13 

Bodies Across Borders – Human Trafficking in the 
Nordic Countries 

  A multifaceted 
problem 
 
Discussion 

Moustgaard: Bodies 
across borders 
 
Sipavicene: You will 
be sold like a doll 

 

  Are the measures Ekberg: The Journal 



taken enough? 
 
Discussion 

Palermo Protocol 
 
Lyngaard: Nordic 
Baltic Campaign 
against trafficking 
 
Kramvig & Stein: 
Open Borders Open 
Bodies 

entry by 
Sunday 
 

Week 
14 

Trafficking continued 

  Possible film 
screening of Lilya 
4-ever 
 
Discussion 
 

Work on project  

  Discussion 
 

Work on project Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 
 

Final exam will be posted this week 
Week 

15 
Presentations 

  Presentations 
and discussion 

  

  Presentations  
and discussion 
 
Wrap up and 
review 

 Journal 
entry by 
Sunday 
 

FINAL EXAM is due in D2L Friday, December 18th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
HUMANITIES GER RATIONALE AND UW-SYSTEM SHARED LEARNING 
GOALS 
 
 

1) Identify the formation, traditions and ideas essential to major bodies of 
historical, cultural, literary, or philosophical knowledge; and, 

 
In this course students will explore the history and cultural traditions of Scandinavia 
through literary, cinematic and factual texts. They will develop a comprehension of the 
significance of these texts in terms of exemplifying morals and making sense of the 
world, and how they contribute to constructing, shaping and reinforcing social values 
and cultural identity.  Students will be assessed through discussion, individual written 
assignments and tests. 
 
 

2) Respond coherently and persuasively to the materials of humanities study; 
this may be through logical, textual, historical analysis argument and/or 
interpretation. 
 
In this course students are expected to analyze factual and literary texts, and films, and 
present their interpretation. They will have to consider and respect multiple viewpoints, 
and construct persuasive arguments to defend their standpoint. They will demonstrate 
these skills in discussions, as well as in individual journals, written assignments and 
tests.   
 
In addition, the following UW System Shared Learning Goal applies to 
German 115: 
 
 
2. Critical and Creative Thinking Skills including inquiry, problem solving, 
and higher order qualitative and quantitative reasoning. 
 
Through in-class learning activities focusing on asking relevant questions and exploring 
human values, students will develop critical and creative thinking skills, inquiry and 
reasoning. Students will reconstruct thought processes of the past, and relate it to their 
own lives, and modern times. These skills will be assessed in in-class learning activities, 
and individual assignments and tests.  
 
 
 
 



 


