
 
Stay Tuned for News About our Fall Events 

 
Fall Lecture 

 
Late September 2018 

 
This event is free and open to the public 

 
 
 

Henry W. Maier 
State of Milwaukee Summit 

 
November 2018 

 
This event is free and open to the public 

 
 

 
Please visit the Urban Studies Programs homepage for 

more information and event updates:  
www.urbanstudies.uwm.edu 

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

  DR. JANET L. SMITH 
PROFESSOR OF URBAN PLANNING & POLICY  

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO 
 

WHO CAN LIVE IN CHICAGO  
(OR IN ANY CITY)? 



AND OUR UWM CO-SPONSORS:  
 
BUILDINGS-LANDSCAPES-CULTURES PROGRAM 
CENTER FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COLLEGE OF LETTERS AND SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENT OF URBAN PLANNING 
THE HENRY W. MAIER FUND 

OUR 23RD ANNUAL  
STUDENT RESEARCH FORUM  

WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE  
WITHOUT OUR VOLUNTEERS! 

 
WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND  
A HUGE THANK YOU TO 

   
THE AWARDS COMMITTEE , MODERATORS, PANELISTS,  

EVENT VOLUNTEERS AND ALL OUR PRESENTERS. 

CARRIE BERANEK 
GONCALO BORGES 

PAUL DAVIDSON 
JAMIE HARRIS 

RYAN HOLIFIELD 
IVY HU 

ANGELINE KOCH 
KAT KOCISKY 
PETER LUND 

JOEL RAST 
MARIE SANDY 

RENEE SCAMPINI 
ARIJIT SEN 

MICHELLE SODERLING 
MANIA TAHER 

CAITLIN TAYLOR 
CHIA VANG 

Janet L. Smith is a Professor of Urban Planning and Policy 
and Co-Director of the Nathalie P. Voorhees Center for 
Neighborhood and Community Improvement at the  
University of Illinois at Chicago.  
 
For the past 30 years, Dr. Smith’s teaching, research and communi-
ty service has broadly focused on community development, with an 
emphasis on community driven strategies to produce and preserve 
affordable housing.  She has worked with many organizations and 
research teams to develop indicators and mapping data to help  
people make informed decisions and develop responsive solutions 
to community problems including efforts to identify and respond to 
different stages of gentrification.  Some of her published work  
includes Where are Poor People to Live?: Transforming Public 
Housing Communities (M.E. Sharpe, 2006), a book co-edited and 
written with Larry Bennett and Patricia Wright, and a recently  
completed a book with John Betancur, Claiming Neighborhoods: 
New Ways of Understanding Urban Change, (University of Illinois 
Press, 2016).  She earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts (1985) and  
Master of Urban Planning degree (1990) from the University of  
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and a Ph.D. of Urban Studies from 
Cleveland State University (1998). 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 
 

4:30 - 5:30 P.M. - FIRESIDE LOUNGE THANK YOU! 



 
  12:00 Registration     
 
  12:00-1:45 Poster Session over Lunch 

 
1:45-2:55 Concurrent Paper Sessions 
  
 SESSION 1 
 FOOD AND NEIGHBORHOODS 
 Union Room No. 179 
 
 SESSION 2  
 CITIES, GROUPS, AND COMMUNITIES 
 Union Room No. 181 
 
 SESSION 3 
 SPACE, SPATIAL DYNAMICS, AND CHANGE 
 Union Room No. 183 
 
3:00-4:00  Panel - Fireside Lounge 
 Approaching Environmental Justice in Milwaukee 
 
4:00-4:15 Break 
 
4:15-4:30 Awards Presentation - Fireside Lounge 
 

 4:30-5:30  Keynote -  Fireside Lounge 
  Dr. Janet L. Smith 
 WHO CAN LIVE IN CHICAGO (OR IN ANY CITY)? 
 
 5:30-6:00   Reception 

The Urban Studies Awards will be given out for Best Poster (two 

awards) and Best Paper, which is given to a graduate student for 

their research paper.  All award winners receive a small  

monetary prize and free registration from the Urban Affairs  

Association (UAA) at next year’s 49th UAA Conference, April  24-

27, 2019 in Los Angeles, California. 

 

The award winning Best Paper will be published in e.polis, the 

online student journal of Urban Studies Programs.  For information 

about previous winners please see the e.polis website:  

https://uwm.edu/urban-studies/research/e-polis/ 

FORUM SCHEDULE 
 

AT A GLANCE 
COFFEE BREAK 

 

4:00 - 4:15 P.M. - FIRESIDE LOUNGE 

AWARDS 
 

4:15 - 4:30 P.M. - FIRESIDE LOUNGE 



STUDENT PRESENTERS 
 

Bryant Kimball-Biersach, BSAS Student, Architecture 
 Artisanal Micro-Housing. 
 
John William Ellis III, M.Arch Student, Architecture 
 The  ExtraSTAGECRAFT: Convergence  
 Between Site and Non-Site Sixth Street Viaduct 
 (Between Intermodal and Confluence). 
 
Isabella Rieke, MS Student, Urban Studies 
 The Role of Lead and Local Social Movements in 
 Framing the Remediation of Milwaukee’s Lead  
 Laterals. 
 
Peter Burress, MS Student, Urban Studies 
 Fourth Wave Student Development:   
 Constructing Student Affairs-Driven Spaces 
 That Deliver Knowledge and Tools for Effecting 
 Social Change. 
 
Keila Tirado-Leist, MS Student, Urban Studies 
 Toward a Historical Understanding of the  
 Retention of Students of Color at the University 
 of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Between 1968-1978. 
 
 
            
 

 

POSTER SESSION 
 

12:00 - 1:45 P.M. - FIRESIDE LOUNGE 
PANEL DISCUSSION 

 

3:00 - 4:00 P.M. FIRESIDE LOUNGE 

Panelists 
Freshwater 650: 
 
Prof. Ryan Holifield 
Geography and Urban Studies  
 
Angeline Koch 
MS student, Freshwater  
Sciences & Technology:  
Professional Science Track 
 
Michelle Soderling  
MS student, Freshwater  
Sciences & Technology:  
Professional Science Track 
 

Architecture 790: 
 
Prof. Arijit Sen 
Architecture and Urban Studies 
 
Gonçalo Borges  
PhD student, Urban Studies 
 
Katherine Kocisky  
PhD student, Urban Studies 
 
Mania Taher  
PhD student, Architecture  
Buildings-Landscapes-Cultures 

APPROACHING ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE  
IN MILWAUKEE 

Introduction:  Joel Rast 



URB STD 600: CAPSTONE SEMINAR PRESENTERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This spring semester, two innovative courses, one in fresh-
water sciences and one in architecture, were offered that 
examine different approaches and frameworks for thinking 
about and applying environmental justice to a range of  
water issues, the urban environment, and urban research in 
general. This panel discussion will focus on the kind of 
questions and approaches that can be applied in the  
growing area of environmental justice studies, and will  
provide a brief look at how these approaches relate to  
different contexts and case studies in Milwaukee.  Students 
in each course set about to actively develop cases from the 
Milwaukee area, and will briefly discuss their findings.   
 
About the courses:  
 
Freshwater 650:   Water and Environmental Justice 
(Ryan Holifield, and co-taught with Deidre Peroff) introduces  
students to the principles and policies of environmental justice 
and examines their importance in considering a range of complex 
freshwater issues. Students are using an approach grounded in 
systems thinking to analyze environmental justice case studies 
and to offer recommendations for solving problems and making 
progress. 
 
Architecture 790:   Practicum in Buildings-Landscapes-
Cultures (Arijit Sen) is a required course for the Buildings-
Landscapes-Cultures program in the architecture doctoral  
program at UWM.  This course introduces graduate students to 
methods of reading the ordinary built environment as cultural  
artifact. The 2018 spring semester version of this course  
examines how the term "environmental justice" impacts the  
physical and social landscape(s) of Milwaukee's neighborhoods.  

APPROACHING ENVIRONMENTAL  
JUSTICE IN MILWAUKEE 

POSTER SESSION 
 

12:00 - 1:45 P.M. - FIRESIDE LOUNGE 

Anna Botsford, BA Student, Urban Studies 
 Involvement in the Milwaukee River Greenway  
 Project: An Examination of Governance in Urban 
 Greening Projects. 
 
Scott Espinoza, BA Student, Urban Studies 
 The Governance of Privately Owned Public Spaces: 
 An Examination of Urban and Suburban Settings. 
 
Sherwood Hard, BA Student, Urban Studies 
 Helping Homeless Veterans: An Overview of VA 
 Programs and Housing in Milwaukee. 
 
Evan Hietpas, BA Student, Urban Studies 
 Brownfield Redevelopment in the Menomonee/River  
 Valley: Environmental and Community-Based  
 Approaches. 
 
Christina Theobald, BA Student, Urban Studies 
 Creatives in the City:  Examining the Relationship 
 Between Art, Place, and Development. 
 
Justin Vilar, BA Student, Urban Studies 
 Milwaukee Grows: Making Sense of the Urban  
 Agriculture Landscape in Milwaukee. 

PANEL DISCUSSION 
 

3:00 - 4:00 P.M. FIRESIDE LOUNGE 

The Capstone Seminar course is taken by urban studies majors 
in their senior year.  Students in the course examine and critique 
different methodologies and methods in the field and use this  
exposure to develop their own research project, which they  
present on at the annual Student Research Forum.  
          

Instructor:  Dr. Jamie Harris 



FOOD AND NEIGHBORHOODS 
 

Moderator: Renee Scampini, PhD Student, Urban Studies  
 
Cynthia Anderson, PhD Student, Architecture 
 Food Sites: Mission Shaped Spaces of Urban  
 Agriculture in Chicago. 
 
Cortney Dunklin, MS Student, Urban Studies  
 Where were the Hungry Fed? A Milwaukee Study. 
 
Jamison Ellis, MS Student, Urban Studies  
 Measured Expectations: An Examination of  
 Organizational and Community Perspectives of Urban 
 Agriculture and Food Justice in Milwaukee, WI. 

CITIES, GROUPS, AND COMMUNITIES  
 

Moderator:  Caitlin Dyan Taylor PhD Student, Urban Studies  
 
Bella Biwer, BSAS Student, Architecture 
 A Comparative Analysis of Safety: Sherman Park, MKE. 
 
Mania Tahsina Taher, PhD Student, Architecture 
 Construction of Segregated Identity:  The Space Navi-
 gation of Rohingya People in the Southside Milwaukee. 
 
Yuko Nakamura, PhD Student, Architecture 
 Stratified Space for All: Public Space, Gender, and 
 Class in Modern Tokyo. 

SPACE, SPATIAL DYNAMICS, AND CHANGE 
 
Moderator: Kat Kocisky PhD Student, Urban Studies  
 
Robert Penner, MA Student, History 
 The Profits of Insanity: The Urbanization and  
 Economic Development of Asylum Poor Farms in 
 Wisconsin, 1890-1920. 
 
Thomas Gentine, PhD Student, History 
 Contesting the Flow of the Milwaukee River. 
 
Paul Davidson, MS Student, Urban Studies 
 AmeriCorps in Milwaukee: Can National Service  
 Programs be a Factor in Combating Wisconsin’s 
 Brain Drain. 
 
Seung-youp Lee, PhD Student, Architecture 
 Reflecting Identities: Case Studies of Corner  
 Entrances in Milwaukee. 

PAPER SESSION 1 
 

1:45 - 2:55 P.M. - UNION 179 
PAPER SESSION 3  

 

1:45 - 2:55 P.M. - UNION 183 

PAPER SESSION 2 
 

1:45 - 2:55 P.M. - UNION 181 


