Greetings,
We came back to school, we handled the challenges presented by
the pandemic, and we made it to the end of the semester with much
collective and individual success. In this issue of our newsletter, I
want to celebrate the stellar accomplishments of faculty despite the
continued challenges that we and our communities have faced with
COVID-19 as well as other social, economic, and political issues.
First, I am extremely excited to share that in fall 2022, we will be
offering an online MSW for advanced standing students. The flexibility
of an online program will meet the needs of individuals who have not been able to continue
their education for a variety of reasons including family responsibilities and living outside of
Southeast Wisconsin. In our continuing effort to expand our program, read about the
YOSAT II project which is a stellar example of the entire department working together (field,
research, and academic instruction) to enhance our graduate education. In addition, learn
about our latest exceptional opportunity to students and post-graduates interested in school
social work with funding from the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction.
As the holidays approach, it is my wish for you to take time for rest and reconnection with
family and friends — we all need to be strong to do the important social justice work
moving forward.
Be well and stay safe!
David J. Pate Jr., PhD
Chair and Associate Professor
Helen Bader School of Social Welfare

Online MSW
Beginning in Fall 2022,
UW-Milwaukee will offer an online
MSW program for advanced
students. The online MSW program
curriculum provides students with
courses that highlight the unique
strengths of the traditional MSW
program at UW-Milwaukee, and will
prepare students broadly for
advanced social work practice in a
variety of settings.

YOSAT II
The Department of Social Work has begun recruiting students into the Youth-Oriented
Substance Abuse and Trauma Counseling Program. YOSAT II will train a diverse pool of
MSW students in high quality, youth-oriented substance use and trauma counseling.
Students accepted into the program will receive a $10,000 fellowship.

Scholarship for School Social Work Students
Jeanne Wagner and Ke’Andra Hagans recently received a grant that focuses on
increasing diversity and mental and behavioral health competencies in school social
workers. The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction grant supports MSW students
in the school social work track. Accepted students receive a $5,000 stipend each of two
semesters ($10,000 total). Post-MSW students are also eligible to apply for a $5,000 stipend
for one semester.

RESEARCH AND IMPACT

Milwaukee County Deputy Clerk Stefan Dostanic and Colleen Galambos at the Milwaukee County
Courthouse.

Helen Bader Office of Applied Gerontology
Helen Bader Endowed Chair in Applied Gerontology Colleen Galambos was appointed by
Milwaukee County Executive David Crowley with approval of the County Board of
Supervisors to the Aging and Disability Resource Center Governing Board.

Galambos and Clinical Assistant Professor Jen Kahn-Pettigrew presented aging
trends, ageism, ageism and technology, and working with older adults in an agency
setting, to the Milwaukee County Department on Aging ADRC staff.
Galambos is also co-investigator on an Advancing a Healthier Wisconsin Grant
titled, "Integrating advocates within a healthcare setting to strengthen intimate
partner violence screening."

Infant Sleep Practices
Trina Salm Ward published two
articles, Evaluation of a Multisite
Safe Infant Sleep Education and Crib
Distribution Program and Feasibility
and Acceptability of a Tailored Infant
Safe Sleep Coaching Intervention for
African American Families in a
special issue of the International
Journal of Environmental Research
& Public Health focusing on infant
care practices and reducing infant
mortality.
Salm Ward and doctoral student Tajammal Yasin presented their work "Quality
improvement of safe infant sleep in the hospital: A systematic review and narrative
synthesis" to the Wisconsin Association of Perinatal Care and the Wisconsin Perinatal
Quality Collaborative.
Salm Ward is principal investigator on a contract with the Georgia Department of Public
Health titled, "Development and refinement of Georgia Department of Public Health safe
sleep education programs."

NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Award
Jane Hereth is the recipient of an NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Award
(R21). The working title of her project is "Using the life history calendar to examine young
transgender women’s trajectories of violence, mental health, and protective processes."

Child Caregivers
Melinda S. Kavanaugh co-edited a special edition of the
Child and Adolescent Social Work Journal – on young
carers – with Ontario Tech Social Science and Humanities
Professor Vivian Stamatopoulos.
Kavanaugh and her community partner, the United
Community Center, are the recipients of a 2021
Community Impact Grant to develop a regional model of
dementia healthcare and caregiver support to improve
Alzheimer’s disease detection, diagnosis and supports for
Latinos in Southeast Wisconsin. The initiative, Latino Dementia Health Regional
Consortium, is supported by the Wisconsin Partnership Program at the University of
Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health.

IN THE NEWS
New App Helps Formerly Incarcerated
Individuals Overcome Employment
Barriers
(Photo courtesy of The Way Out.)

BSW student Ruben Gaona co-founded
The Way Out with Eli Rivera (far left). The
app and organization helps justice involved
job seekers. [Read more.]

Race-based Trauma is Real for People of Color
Crystal D. Carter’s article in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel discussed
race-based trauma and included actions you can take that can help.
"Find a mental health therapist or counselor, preferably someone who
shows empathy and allows you to feel comfortable expressing your
emotions and experiences and who will not minimize your pain as a
person of color ... Counseling can help you express your emotions in a
safe space and find effective coping strategies." [Read more.]

A Special Place In My Brain
Josh Delahan is an adjunct instructor in the Social Work Department.
He teaches Trauma Counseling and Working with Traumatized
Families & Individuals, among other courses.
His new book, A Special Place In My Brain, talks to kids about how,
when bad things happen, our brains hold on to those memories as well
as the uncomfortable feelings that go with them, until we do something
to heal and let them go.

HBSSW at the NASW-WI 47th Annual Conference

AWARDS
Devin Thomas received the 2021 LGBTQ+ Award at the annual UW-Milwaukee Fall
Awards presentation. [Read more.]
David J. Pate Jr. is the recipient of the 2021 Distinguished Social Worker Award from
NASW-WI. This prestigious award is presented to one social worker every year who has
made an outstanding contribution in their field of practice. Dr. Pate was selected for his
ground breaking work directed toward improving public policy affecting low-income black
men and their families.
Melinda S. Kavanaugh received the International Allied Health Professional award for her
research on child caregivers. The awarding organization was the International Alliance of
ALS/MD Organizations, representing 48 ALS organizations around the world. [Read more.]
Jeanne Wagner received the 2021 Illinois Governor's Volunteer Service Award. Wagner
was awarded in the Americorps Senior category for Northeast Illinois. [Read more.]

SCHOOL NEWS
Naming Anniversary
of Helen Bader School of Social
Welfare
Students, faculty, professionals,
and community leaders in the field
of gerontology connected online for
an open house and tribute to Helen
Bader. Students (past and present)
talked about Helen Bader's legacy.
The event also included a special
tribute from Helen Bader's son, Dan
Bader.
October 29 marked the 20-year
anniversary of the naming of the
Helen Bader School of Social
Welfare.

Never More Relevant, The Helen Bader School of
Social Welfare 1965-2020
Authors Carolyn Bucior and Priscilla Pardini chronicle the
history of the Helen Bader School of Social Welfare in "Never
More Relevant, the Helen Bader School of Social Welfare 19652020."
"As an HBSSW graduate, I was intrigued to read in Never More
Relevant stories of the faculty members who mentored me,
whose materials I have studied, and who have left a mark in the
field of social work. As a Milwaukeean, I will never think of this
city's history again without reflecting on the bright light that
HBSSW graduates have shined in every school, hospital, food
pantry, church, city hall meeting, political campaign,
philanthropic organization, street festival, demonstration, and
community initiative." — Gretchen Mead, Advanced Practice
Social Worker

SCHOOL EVENTS
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
This year's World Elder Abuse Awareness
Day event focused on Elder Abuse in the
Contex of COVID-19.
Speakers included recommendations for
social workers, social service staff,
criminal justice personnel, and medical
professionals on how to identify and respond
to signs of elder abuse during
this transitional time.
The webinar was presented by the National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life (NCALL),
the Milwaukee County DHHS Disabilities Services Division – Adult Protective Services, and
the Helen Bader School of Social Welfare’s Office of Applied Gerontology.

Social Justice Focus on the Eviction Crisis and Homelessnes
This fall, the HBSSW Social Justice Committee focused on the housing issues of eviction
and homelessness.
Attorney Raphael Ramos, Director of the Eviction Defense Project, discussed his work to
keep people housed. Scott Metzel, Director of HOPES Center of Racine, presented
details on individuals who lack stable housing, services available, and how you can help.

Professional Development
Trauma Screening, Brief Intervention & Referral to Treatment (T-SBIRT)
January 21, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
LCSW Practice Exam - Online Workshop

January 21, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Keep in Touch!
UW-Milwaukee
Helen Bader School of Social Welfare | Social Work Department
2400 E. Hartford Ave. Milwaukee, WI 53211
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