Greetings,
As I reflect on the death of George Floyd and the events of the past
several weeks, I am struggling to process a combination of grief,
sadness, rage and trauma.
The current protest and escalating civil unrest are seen as a result of
historic systemic racist government policies exacerbated by the recent
coronavirus disparate death rates, the weaponization of racism in
Central Park, and the public lynching of George Floyd. As many have
pointed out, it's not the system that is broken – the system is working
exactly as it was intentionally designed, which is to benefit and
perpetuate wealth and social mobility among a small class of people.
As social work professionals, we must be a part of intentionally dismantling and replacing the
system with one that is equitable. It is our responsibility as educators and citizens to address
underlying racial disparities so that we can improve the economic and health outcomes for
Black people.
This newsletter focuses on our graduated and current doctoral students. Our graduates have
positioned themselves in pertinent positions of academia, research, public administration and
private consultancy. I am proud of the accomplishments of these students and I hope you
enjoy reading about them as well as learning more about the doctoral program here at
UW-Milwaukee.
I realize this is an overwhelming time for many people and I hope that we keep sight of our
common goals. Begin today. Speak the truth and stick to it so that you, your students, your
colleagues and your casual aquaintances can then pass on that knowledge to their students,
friends, families, and communities. This is a fitting place to start.
David J. Pate Jr., PhD
Chair and Associate Professor
Social Work Department
Helen Bader School of Social Welfare

SPOTLIGHT ON DOCTORAL STUDENTS PAST & PRESENT
The two departments in the Helen Bader School of Social Welfare collaborate to offer a PhD
in Social Welfare, in which students may follow tracks relating to Social Work and/or Criminal
Justice.

Katelyn Blair, PhD, MSW, Senior Researcher at JBS International, Inc.; At UW-Milwaukee,
Katelyn was a McNair Scholar and a student in the Joint MSW/PhD Program.
Andrea Gromoske, PhD, President of Gromoske Consulting; Andrea's research at UWMilwaukee focused on understanding how the parenting behaviors of teenage mothers might
change over time.
Jennifer Hernandez-Meier, PhD, MSW, Assistant Professor, Department of Emergency
Medicine, Medical College of Wisconsin; Jennifer has been with Emergency Medicine since
2013.
Colleen Janczewski, PhD, MSW, Assistant Professor of Social Work at UW-Milwaukee;
Colleen's research interests include child maltreatment and examining how public systems
interface with vulnerable children and families.

Rebekah Johnson, MSW, Doctoral Student; Rebekah's future research goals are in topics
related to the history of the medical model for mental disorder, and the topic of various
societal interactions with psychotropic drugs.
Patricia Lee King, PhD, MSW, State Project Director and Quality Lead with the Illinois
Perinatal Quality Collaborative (ILPQC).
Christine Kmiecik, LCSW, Doctoral Student; Christine researches servicewomen retention.
Margaret Kubek, MSW, MS, Doctoral Student; Margaret's interests include qualitative
research methods, restorative justice, and K-12 educational policies and practices.

Xiyao Liu, Doctoral Student; Xiyao is a student in the Joint MSW/PhD Program. She has
worked on several research projects with Dr. Melinda S. Kavanaugh.
Daria Mueller, MSW, Doctoral Student; Daria's dissertation research examines the process of
exiting from street-based prostitution.
Matt Richie, PhD, Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice at the University of WisconsinOshkosh; Matt's dissertation examined recidivism in a suburban county.
Nicole Robinson, MSW, MPH, Doctoral Student; Nicole's dissertation examines place effects
and recidivism.

Sarwat Sharif, MSW, Doctoral Student; Sarwat is working with Dr. Dimitri Topitzes on an
innovative prison reentry project – Smart Reentry.
Alyssa Sheeran, PhD, Senior Lecturer at UW-Milwaukee; Alyssa's dissertation examined the
influence of individual- and neighborhood-level characteristics on the likelihood of recidivism
for individuals released from jail.
Laura Voith, PhD, Assistant Professor at Case Western Reserve University; Laura's mixed
methods dissertation examined the effects of individual- and neighborhood-level factors on
intimate partner violence.
Tajammal Yasin, MSW, Doctoral Student; Tajammal is interested in exploring evidencebased parenting interventions and their impact on reducing child maltreatment.
Lixia Zhang, PhD, Assistant Professor at the University of Northern
Iowa; At UW-Milwaukee, Lixia worked with Dr. Joshua Mersky and
other professors on the impact of adverse childhood experiences
(ACEs).

COVID-19 AND SOCIAL WORK
Mental Health in Times of COVID-19
Child Welfare in Times of COVID-19
Coronavirus and Social Workers
Self-Care for Social Workers During the Pandemic
Helen Bader Endowed Chair in Applied Gerontology Colleen Galambos was invited by the
National Academy of Medicine to be a co-author for the Vital Directions project. This new
initiative will assess and identify key trends in the country’s current experience with COVID19.

IN THE NEWS
How to Balance Your Safety While
Maintaining Social Distance During
Coronavirus Pandemic
(photo courtesy of Jason Rieve)

Colleen Galambos, Helen Bader Endowed
Chair in Applied Gerontology, was recently
interviewed about social isolation and
loneliness.

The Worst Situation Imaginable for Family Violence
Joshua Mersky was interviewed for this story in The Atlantic. Mersky is a social work
professor and co-director of the Institute for Child and Family Well-Being at UW-Milwaukee.

Just What Older People Didn't Need: More Isolation
Helen Bader Endowed Chair in Applied Gerontology Colleen Galambos is quoted in this
New York Times article.

Connecting ALS
In this ALS podcast, Melinda S. Kavanaugh discusses the impact ALS has on kids and how
we can help. Kavanaugh conducts a support program called YCare for youth who provide
care to a family member with an illness.

Generational Trauma in Milwaukee: 'Even if They Can't Name It, They Feel It'
This story on WUWM highlights work by HBSSW's Institute for Child and Family Well-Being
that addresses generational trauma. Joshua Mersky and Dimitri Topitzes were interviewed
for this piece.

SCHOOL NEWS
HBSSW Awards and Pinning
This year's HBSSW awards ceremony was
canceled, however the committee still
selected recipients in each award category.
The annual pinning ceremony was held on
Zoom. Students received virtual recognition
with family, friends and faculty to celebrate
the occasion with them.

Alpha Delta Mu Induction
In early March, students were inducted into
the national social work honor society, Alpha
Delta Mu. HBSSW instructor Chelsey Nisbet
delivered the keynote address on veterinary
social work.

5th Annual IPE Event
During the 5th annual Interprofessional
Education Event (IPE), students from social
work, physical therapy, speech language
pathology, occupational therapy and special
education collaborated on real-life scenarios
they'll encounter in healthcare settings.
Social Work Associate Professor Melinda S.
Kavanaugh organized this event with
colleauges from the UWM healthcare
disciplines.

EVENTS
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 2020
The Helen Bader Office of Applied Gerontology, Milwaukee County Department on Aging,
Aging & Disability Resource Center of Waukesha County, and Milwaukee County Disabilities
Services Division presented a webinar on Elder Abuse, Exploitation and Neglect.
School Social Work Online Competency Exam
July 17, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
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