Welcome!
It's hard to believe that it's been a year since we launched our
department newsletter. This current issue focuses on the
accomplishments of alumni from our BSW and MSW programs. This
sample of our alumni community offers a glimpse into our graduates'
contributions to the field of social work.
In addition, several of our social work faculty presented at the premier
research conference for social work scholars in Washington, D.C.: The
Society for Social Work and Research 2020 Conference. You can learn
more about their research and presentations below.
Lastly, I would like to encourage affiliates of our department to submit nominations for the
Helen Bader School of Social Welfare awards, which will be presented May 15. Read about
the categories and submit your nominations here. Our next newsletter, to be released later
this spring, will showcase the research interests and professional accomplishments of our
current and past doctoral students. I wish you all a wonderful spring semester.
David J. Pate Jr., PhD
Chair and Associate Professor
Helen Bader School of Social Welfare

SPOTLIGHT ON ALUMNI
Our alumni work in hospitals, human service institutions, schools, nonprofit organizations, the
justice system, county and state entities, and more. We've highlighted several alumni in
various stages of their careers. Whether just starting out or retiring, they're passionate about
social work and the people they serve.
Click on the photos below to learn more about each person.

(Left to right): Edith Brown, Amandla Daniels, Kate C. Goedtel-Bennett, Stacey Pendzich

(Left to right): Cathleen Pollack, Antwayne Robertson, Dawn Shelton-Williams, Quinn Wilder

SOCIAL WORK RESEARCH
Each year, researchers from the Helen Bader School of Social Welfare attend the Society for
Social Work and Research (SSWR) Conference. The 2020 conference, "Reducing Racial and
Economic Inequality" was held in Washington, D.C. Learn more below about HBSSW
research and presentations.
Melinda S. Kavanaugh, PhD
Young Caregivers and 24-Hour Rest-Activity Rhythm: A Feasibility
Assessment
Melinda S. Kavanaugh holds a PhD, MSW and an LCSW with years
of clinical experience across health care settings and populations,
including neurological disorders such as Huntington’s disease,
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), Parkinson’s disease and
Alzheimer’s disease. Based on her clinical experience, Dr.
Kavanaugh’s translational research focuses on an isolated
population of caregivers – children and teens (“youth
caregivers/young carers”).
Joshua Mersky, PhD
Integrating and Sustaining Evidence-Based Mental Health Services
in Child Welfare
Joshua Mersky is co-director of the Institute for Child and Family
Well-Being and a professor at UWM’s Helen Bader School of Social
Welfare. Dr. Mersky’s research interests include adverse and
traumatic experiences that undermine health and well-being. He is
dedicated to working with local and state partners to translate
evidence into real-world solutions that improve outcomes for
vulnerable children and families.

Daria Mueller, MSW
Trauma-Responsive Employment Services: Support for SocioEconomically Disadvantaged Adults
Daria Mueller is a doctoral student at the University of WisconsinMilwaukee. Prior to her current role, she worked with Chicagobased nonprofits for 10 years. Daria’s work focused on public policy
solutions to address violence against women, poverty and
homelessness, criminal justice reform, prostitution, and sex
trafficking.

David J. Pate Jr, PhD
Public and Private Transfers Among Low-Income Families
David J. Pate Jr. is an expert on low income African-American men,
fatherhood, and child support. Dr. Pate studies how black men are
affected by the social welfare system and the challenges that
impede their ability to attain economic security. His research
projects involve the use of qualitative research methods to examine
life course events of African-American men and boys.

ChienTi Plummer Lee, PhD
Integrating and Sustaining Evidence-Based Mental Health Services
in Child Welfare
ChienTi Plummer Lee is an associate scientist with the Institute for
Child and Family Well-Being. Dr. Lee’s background is in promoting
positive human and family development across cultures, with an
emphasis on adolescent psychosocial outcomes and quantitative
analysis.

James Topitzes, PhD
Trauma-Responsive Employment Services: Support for SocioEconomically Disadvantaged Adults
James “Dimitri” Topitzes is an associate professor of social work in
the Helen Bader School of Social Welfare. He is also co-founder
and associate director of program design and clinical services at the
Institute for Child and Family Well-Being. His research interests
include etiology, effects, treatment and prevention of early childhood
trauma.

Trina Salm Ward, PhD, APSW
My Baby’s Sleep: Feasibility and Acceptability of a Safe Sleep
Coaching Intervention for African American Infant Caregivers
Evaluation of a Safe Infant Sleep Education and Crib Distribution
Program in Georgia to Reduce Risk of Sleep-Related Infant Death
Dr. Salm Ward’s research focuses on disparities in infant and
maternal health, and specifically, on infant mortality. She is currently
investigating infant sleep practices and risk of sleep-related infant
deaths with a long-term goal of developing culturally-salient
interventions aimed at reducing racial disparities in infant mortality.

Dr. David J. Pate Jr. and Leader Stacey
Abrams at the SSWR Conference. Abrams is
a New York Times bestselling author,
entrepreneur, nonprofit CEO and political
leader. She was the keynote speaker at the
SSWR policy forum.

Social Work Associate Professor
Trina Salm Ward (far left) at the SSWR
conference in Washington, D.C.
Pictured here with BSW student Amaya Varela
and colleague Jane McPherson, PhD. Salm
Ward presented My Baby’s Sleep: Feasibility
and Acceptability of a Safe Sleep Coaching
Intervention for African American Infant
Caregivers with McPherson and Steven
Kogan, PhD, from the University of Georgia.

IN THE NEWS
Aging Americans: Researcher
Looks To Help Older People Be Safer
& Healthier (photo courtesy of Jason Rieve)
Colleen Galambos, Helen Bader Endowed
Chair in Applied Gerontology, was recently
interviewed about research that aims to help
people age well [Listen to interview].

Supporting Youth Survivors of
Sex Trafficking
The Helen Bader School of Social Welfare
Social Justice Committee presented an
educational forum on human trafficking on
February 5th. Tricia Lewis, MSW, APSW, led
a discussion on the topic of supporting youth
survivors of sex trafficking. Lewis is the
Director of Anti-Violence Services at
Pathfinders in Milwaukee.
Committee members: Jen Kahn Pettigrew, Jenny Taylor-McBride, Tricia Lewis (speaker),
Mikayla Kinnison and Devin Thomas.
If you're interested in attending future events, please email hbssw-socialjustice@uwm.edu.
Partners for Health Podcast. In this episode, Helen Meier from the Joseph J. Zilber School of
Public Health interviews Dimitri Topitzes about his extensive work in trauma therapy and
counseling and evidence-based approaches to therapy for families.
2020 UWM Alumni Award Winners Announced. The annual Alumni Awards Evening will take
place on Friday, April 3, 2020, at The Pfister Hotel in Milwaukee. Congratulations to
Alexander P. Durtka, Jr., MS Social Work '73, who will receive the Lifetime Achievement
Award.
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