Welcome!
By now, your fall semester is undoubtedly in full swing. Opportunities for
re-discovery and growth are sure to energize all of us as we begin the
academic year.
Here in the Department of Social Work in the Helen Bader School of
Social Welfare, many of our bachelors and masters students are
beginning field placements as well as new classes with adjunct
instructors. The field placement experience is an exciting time for
students, as they are now participating in the signature pedagogy of their
academic training. In our alumni surveys, students often remark that their
field placement experience was the most important and rewarding aspect of their education.
They also evaluate their adjunct instructors favorably, appreciating the real-world experience
that these educators bring to the classroom.
Located within an urban university, the Department of Social Work forges strong ties with the
community. Our faculty continue to be deeply engaged in community-based research, and field
faculty collaborate closely with a myriad of local agencies to ensure rich field experiences for
our students. Many field agencies, in fact, are located in the heart of Milwaukee, and provide
high quality training and real-life social work experiences to BSW and MSW students. Through
field placements, many of our students serve individuals, families, groups, and communities
that are facing urban as well as rural challenges that require collaborative, creative, and
thoughtful solutions.
In this issue of the HBSSW social work newsletter, I invite you to learn more about our field
faculty, adjunct instructors, and unique field placements. In closing, I want to wish you the best
fall semester as you engage in gaining new knowledge, teaching, research, and service to
your university and/or community.
David J. Pate Jr., PhD
Chair and Associate Professor
Helen Bader School of Social Welfare

SOCIAL WORK FIELD LIAISONS

Under the leadership of Clinical Professor Jeanne Wagner, our productive field faculty
serve on national, statewide, and local boards, engage in the supervision of international
study abroad programs, present and publish on timely social justice issues of importance
to the field, and provide service to the Department of Social Work and university on a
variety of pertinent committees.
Our field staff consists of seasoned social workers, most of whom practiced social work for
many years. They bring an intimate knowledge of the community along with experiential
insight to their field liaison work. Additionally, most of our field staff teach in the school and
help students integrate theoretical and practical knowledge.
Crystal D. Carter
Specialties: Mental health; women's issues - particularly African American women; family
systems
Candace E. Coates
Specialties: Behavioral health; homelessness and poverty; health and social work
Jen Kahn-Pettigrew
Specialties: Gerontology; adoption; women’s issues
Tim Schwaller
Specialties: School social work; mental health; children/youth
Jennifer Taylor-McBride
Specialties: Infant and early childhood mental health; nonprofit management; traumainformed care
Devin Thomas
Specialties: LGBTQ+ population, specifically with survivors of trauma; intimate partner
violence; sexual assault; sexual exploitation
Jeanne Wagner
Specialties: Professional ethics and boundaries; child protective services and adoption;
leadership in human service organizations

ADJUNCT INSTRUCTORS

We are privileged to have a distinguished group of adjunct instructors serving as colleagues in
our department. Our adjunct instructor coordinator, Professor Susan Rose, has recruited and
secured instructors who are current or former clinicians, nonprofit administrators, or educators.
They teach our students valuable micro, mezzo, and macro information from a realistic
theoretical perspective embedded in policy knowledge and practice experience.
Learn more about a few of our adjunct instructors (L to R): Joel Ambelang, Josh Delahan, and
Jennifer Lang.

UNIQUE SOCIAL WORK FIELD PLACEMENTS
Field placements play a tremendous role in our students' education
and you’ll see how in our field highlights. We place students in
hundreds of diverse field placements in Milwaukee and beyond where
they become highly skilled, culturally competent and ethical social
workers who are leaders in the practice of social justice.
To the left, BSW and MSW alumna Bailey Weber is pictured with Naa
Okantey in Ghana."I still maintain that my time in Ghana was the
single most important thing that I did during my entire education —
BSW and MSW combined. It made me a better social worker ... and a
better person, too." [Read more.]

RESEARCH AND IMPACT

UWM gerontology expert raises awareness of elder abuse
The Helen Bader Office of Applied Gerontology presented "Older Adults and Hoarding: Where Do
We Go From Here?" in conjunction with World Elder Abuse Awareness Day on June 15. About 1
in 10 of Americans ages 65 and older experience elder abuse, neglect or exploitation each year,
according to the federal Administration for Community Living. [Read more.]

Training for Adoption Competency Program brings together experts,
practitioners
UWM’s Helen Bader School of Social Welfare presented "Adoption Symposium: Issues &
Innovations in Clinical Practice with the Adoption Triad" on September 20. Eighty-five adoption
professionals attended to discuss more effective methods of measuring and improving outcomes.
[Learn more.]

ACADEMIC SUCCESS
Decolonizing Practice Considerations When
Working with American Indian Elders
MSW Student Jamie Kellicut wrote "Decolonizing Practice
Considerations When Working with American Indian
Elders" for the NASW's spring/summer 2019 special
section on aging.
Jamie is an MSW student, a research fellow from Electa
Quinney Institute for American Indian Education, and an
enrolled tribal member of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of
Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians. [Read more.]

IN THE NEWS
Half of black girls report being sexually coerced. Here's how we can help them.
Assistant Clinical Professor Crystal D. Carter gives historical background on why black
women's and girls' reports of sexual assault are not taken seriously and what individuals
and communities can do to help them. [Read more.]
You can also listen to Crystal's interview, "How to Protect Black Girls From Sexual
Coercion" on Wisconsin Public Radio. [Listen here.]

Social Work Insights: Candace Coates on Psychiatric Social Work
Assistant Clinical Professor Candace Coates was interviewed at the NASW national
conference about practicing and teaching social work: "I am grateful that I have a job
that fulfills me.That motivates me to continue to do it. I love what I do. I talk about it all the
time. So that is what inspires me to keep going — and the fact that I help people, that I'm
memorable." [Listen here.]

Milwaukee County Declares Racism a Public Health Crisis
Associate Professor David J. Pate Jr. was recently interviewed on CBSN where he
discussed institutional racism and declining black health.

HBSSW AT THE NASW-WI 45th ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Wednesday, October 23
Understandings and Strategies for Serving LGBTQ+ Victims of Sexual and
Intimate Partner Violence
Devin Thomas
Leadership and Supervision in Human Services Organizations — Tools and
Strategies
Jeanne Wagner

Thursday, October 24
Town Hall Meeting, Poverty in Wisconsin
Moderated by David J. Pate, Jr.; Julie Kersick from Community Advocates Public
Policy Institute; Maureen FItzgerald from The Hunger Task Force of Wisconsin;
Timothy Smeeding from the Institute for Research on Poverty; Wally Orzechowski,
Executive Director of the Southwestern Wisconsin Community Action Program
Work and Life Balance: What Does It Mean for YOU?
Crystal Aschenbrener, Jenny Taylor-McBride, and Joicenina Carvalho

Friday, October 25
Court Processing of Sexual Assault and Intimate Partner Violence Cases: Victim
and Perpetrator Disparities
Danielle Romain (Criminal Justice)
Risk Factors for Dementia and Cognitive Impairment Among Older Adults
Yura Lee
African American Women and Depression
Crystal D. Carter
Preparing Practitioners for Advanced Practice with Birth Parents, Adoptive
Parents and Adoptees: The C.A.S.E. Model in Wisconsin
Susan J. Rose and Jeanne Wagner
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