
 
College of Letters and Science                
Office of the Dean                                                

 
 
 
TO:  Dev Venugopalan 

Associate Vice Chancellor, Academic Affairs 
 
FROM: David P. Clark  
 Interim Dean, Letters and Science  
 
DATE:  April 16, 2018 
 
RE: Recommendation of the Digital Arts and Culture Advisory Committee, the L&S Academic 

Policies and Curriculum Committee, and the Faculty of the College of Letters and 
Science to Approve a Notice of Intent to Establish a Digital Arts and Culture Major 

 
We have received a recommendation from the above-named groups to begin the process of establishing 
a major in Digital Arts and Culture. The current course of study, housed under the Committee 
Interdisciplinary Major, has attracted a large number students to its truly interdisciplinary curriculum. 
Between the robust enrollment in the CIM and the continued commitment of the affiliated faculty, the 
time seems good to pursue creating the major. 
 
Enclosed please find a copy of the notice of intent, approved as Fac. Doc. No. 1022. This proposal also 
may be viewed at the L&S faculty document website: http://uwm.edu/letters-science/for-faculty-
staff/committees.  I endorse this recommendation and am forwarding the proposal to you for further 
action. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to contact Marc Tasman, director of 
the program, Associate Dean James Moyer, Assistant Dean Michael Darnell, or me.  I look forward to 
action on this recommendation as soon as possible. 
 
 
DC/md 
Enclosure 
cc:  Vice Chancellor and Provost Johannes Britz 
 Associate Dean James Moyer 

Marc Tasman, DAC program director 
       Assistant Dean Michael Darnell, L&S  
 Program Assistant Cheryl Andres 
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College of Letters and Science Faculty Document 1022 
April 13, 2018 

 

Recommendation of the Digital Arts and Culture Advisory Committee and the L&S Academic 
Policies and Curriculum Committee to Establish a Major in Digital Arts and Culture 

 

Recommendation: 

That the L&S Faculty recommend to the Dean approval of the Notice of Intent to Establish a 
Major in Digital Arts and Culture 

Rationale: 

The Digital Arts and Culture submajor already has over 30 students who have declared the 
submajor in only two and one-half years since inception. The interdisciplinary approach of the 
submajor has clearly resonated with students, and as is discussed below, the submajor aligns 
with the mission of the University in several key ways. 

 
 

 
Notice of Intent Document: Digital Arts and Culture Major/BA 

Name of Program: Major in Digital Arts and Culture 

Institutional Setting: College of Letters and Science, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

Mode of Delivery: Face to Face, with many online electives 

Contact Information: Marc Tasman, mtasman@uwm.edu 

Digital Arts and Culture Coordinator and Chair of the DAC Advisory Committee 

UW-Milwaukee 

Current DAC Advisory Committee AY 2017-18: 

Lisa Moline, lmoline@uwm.edu, Associate Professor and Co-Area Head, Design & Visual 
Communication, Department of Art and Design; Thomas Malaby, malaby@uwm.edu, Professor and 
Chair, Anthropology; Stuart Moulthrop, moulthro@uwm.edu, Professor and Head of Media, Cinema, 
and Digital Studies, Department of English; Michael Zimmer, zimmerm@uwm.edu, Associate 
Professor, School of Information Studies 

Director, Center for Information Policy Research; See the following link for a full listing of affiliated 
DAC faculty: http://uwm.edu/digital-arts-culture/people/ 
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Program Description: The DAC certificate and DAC CIM (Committee Interdisciplinary Major, aka 
DAC Submajor) and DAC curricular area already exist. It is our intent to replace the CIM with a formal 
major without any significant modification. The current program and future DAC Major will continue to 
provide the opportunity for students to explore practices of, and scholarship on digital systems, network 
culture, and media industries with an interdisciplinary lens. We are not proposing to create something 
new from scratch--we are allowing an existing program to grow in order to innovate with existing 
resources. It is not a duplicative program- on the contrary, it is a unique program that draws from other 
existing majors and areas to provide students, faculty, and staff experiences collaborating with people in 
different disciplines and industries that are connected to digital networks, media, and culture.  

Learning Outcomes: Students who complete the Digital Arts & Culture programs will be able to: (a) 
Analyze digital and electronic media systems, explaining what these platforms do and how they do it; (b) 
Engage with complex digital issues: online, offline, via ubiquitous computing hardware and software; (c) 
Organize information, both architecturally and visually, structuring software, web sites, advertisements, 
social media, and more; (d) Demonstrate hands-on, collaborative, and cross-disciplinary, media 
production with artists and designers. 

Five categories of courses define the themes of the major: Core Culture, introducing students to essential 
cultural and historical dimensions of Digital Art and network practices; Media Systems, providing an 
overview of media industries; Digital Composition, building on the foundations of the 100 level core 
culture courses, encompassing courses that set out competencies in composing with concepts and tools of 
digital media for students to achieve; Understanding Digital Culture, engaging at the upper levels to 
analyze more complex systems and issues; and Practicing the Digital Arts, also engaging at the upper 
levels, as a means of gaining practical experience organizing and collaborating in media production 
processes. 

The Digital Arts and Culture Program draws its Core, Required, and Elective courses from offerings in 
other units from these three schools and colleges: Peck School of the Arts, College of Letters and Science, 
and School of Information Studies. Student Internships (DAC 289 or DAC 489) will be encouraged as 
will participation and presentations at various DAC-related events, such as the annual Undergraduate 
Research Symposium, annual Center for 21st Century Studies conferences, and to contribute to ongoing 
research projects cultivated by the UWM Libraries Digital Humanities Lab. 

No additional resources are needed to deliver the program, as it already exists as a Committee 
Interdisciplinary Major (CIM) administered by the DAC Advisory Committee. 

Relationship to Mission of Institution and Impact 

The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Mission Statement includes the following academic goals that 
this program will address: “(a) To develop and maintain high quality undergraduate, graduate and 
continuing education programs appropriate to a major urban doctoral university; (b) To attract highly 
qualified students who demonstrate the potential for intellectual development, innovation, and leadership 
for their communities; (c) To establish and maintain productive relationships with appropriate public and 
private organizations at the local, regional, state, national, and international levels; (d) To encourage 
others from institutions in the University of Wisconsin System and from other educational institutions and 
agencies to seek benefit from the University’s research and educational resources such as libraries, special 
collections, archives, museums, research facilities, and academic programs; (e) To provide educational 
leadership in meeting future social, cultural, and technological challenges.”   



The Bachelor of Arts in Digital Arts and Culture (DAC) will fulfill an existing need in undergraduate 
education, aligning with these key components of the university’s mission. As an institution that espouses 
the guiding values of innovation and collaboration, DAC will train undergraduate students in critical 
digital humanities and technological skills that will add value to and enrich a wide range of participating 
programs and areas.  

The Digital Arts and Culture program aims to empower learning communities by leading students to a 
variety of opportunities: to operate with confidence as media practitioners and global communicators; to 
collaborate and contribute as creative problem solvers using digital media in a networked global culture, 
and to develop skills and understanding of new knowledge production and research methods. Specifically, 
it is expected that the formalization of the DAC Major will have the following impacts: 

1. Expand the offering of interdisciplinary digital studies-focused L&S degrees that align closely with 
the larger goals and mission of an engaged urban university, with the diverse needs of Wisconsin’s 
largest metropolitan area;  

2. Serve as a potential source of graduate students to related programs such as the MA in Media Studies, 
PhD in Media, Cinema, and Digital Studies, or the PhD in Information Studies as well as other 
graduate programs at UWM that closely align with digital studies and digital humanities; 

3. Prepare students for professional work in a variety of nonprofit, community, and business settings, in 
the industries of the arts, design, media, and information technology, and graduate work in a variety 
of arts, humanities, social science, and information programs;  

4. Engage students to address issues of technology and culture, examine new media products and 
systems, and develop relationships and networks, both in metro Milwaukee and globally, for 
reinforcing human and pro-social values vis-a-vis the pressing issues of the 21st Century. 

 

Need for the Program:  

UWM has been engaged in a comprehensive planning process that involves a strong emphasis on cross-
disciplinary cooperation.  The DAC Major nicely aligns with this larger orientation as well as UWM’s 
Digital Future initiative. In his charge to the Digital Futures committee, Provost Britz described the 
pressing need for Digital Futures: “Throughout higher education, there is a growing recognition that new 
technologies have the potential to usher in dramatic change.” The DAC program will also address 
strategic goals identified by the Digital Future Teaching and Learning Group. As a program that combines 
critical and practical digital training, it will “ensure technological skill, knowledge, and proficiency upon 
graduation,” and “meet the challenge of a digital future by increasing UWM’s capacity to adjust its 
degree array in response to new trends in scholarship and societal and regional needs.”  

Since its inception, Digital Arts and Culture has awarded 392 certificates, beginning in Fall 2003. Since 
2010, the DAC Certificate has averaged just under 100 students per year enrolled in the program. As of 
December 2017 there were 91 students active in both the DAC Certificate and the CIM submajor, with 55 
pursuing the Certificate and 36 students pursuing the DAC CIM, with about half of those students double 
majoring in other areas. 45 certificates were awarded in 2017. The DAC CIM was established in Spring 
2016 based on student demand from the success of the DAC Certificate. Since the inception of the CIM, 
we have seen about 3/8th of the typical numbers from the certificate moving from the certificate to the 

http://www4.uwm.edu/discover/mission.cfm
http://www4.uwm.edu/acad_aff/digitalfuture/charge.cfm
http://www4.uwm.edu/acad_aff/digitalfuture/charge.cfm
http://www4.uwm.edu/acad_aff/digitalfuture/recommendations-teachinglearning.pdf
http://www4.uwm.edu/acad_aff/digitalfuture/recommendations-teachinglearning.pdf
http://www4.uwm.edu/acad_aff/digitalfuture/recommendations-teachinglearning.pdf
http://www4.uwm.edu/acad_aff/digitalfuture/recommendations-teachinglearning.pdf


DAC submajor. Based on the numbers of students who have enrolled the past two Spring semesters in the 
Capstone course, we estimate that more than 20 students will have graduated with the DAC CIM by the 
end of 2018, in its first three years as a degree granting program. Given that CIM submajors are featured 
less prominently in marketing materials, we expect that the major will continue to grow, attracting more 
students to the program as a full major. We have been finding that students going through DAC programs 
find work in a wide range of media related professions, ranging from Creative Director, Design 
Professional, Digital Media Producer, Digital Marketing and Branding Strategist, Event and Operation 
Director, Media and Information Specialist, to Assistant Professor. 

While many departments are currently offering stand-alone courses in digital practice and digital 
humanities, the DAC Major will allow students to synthesize these courses in a coherent way and to add 
hands-on, project-based experiences. Students across the campus have already found interest in the DAC 
CIM and DAC undergraduate certificate, pursuing DAC programs and including (from a Fall 2017 
survey) those from L&S in Journalism, Advertising, and Media Studies (JAMS), Communication, Italian 
Studies, English, Global Studies, Mathematics, Psychology, Sociology, Spanish; from SOIS, the 
Information Science and Technology (IST) BA, the Web Development, and Healthcare Informatics 
certificates; from PSOA, Studio Arts, Digital Studio Practice, Arts and Technology, Art Education, Film 
and Video, Music, and Theatre; and from the Lubar School of Business.  

At present, few digital humanities related undergraduate degree programs are offered within the state of 
Wisconsin.  UW-Madison offers a series of five courses related to Digital Studies inside the 
Communication Arts Major. UW-Green Bay offers Humanistic Studies Major with an emphasis in Digital 
and Public Humanities, and UW-Platteville offers an Interdisciplinary Film and Media Studies Minor, but 
these seem to not emphasize a balanced integration of theory and practice. Marquette has established a 
Digital Scholarship Lab in the Raynor Library, but appears not to have an associated degree program.  
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