
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 

Graduate Faculty Committee 

 

Minutes 
December 19, 2011, 3:00 p.m. 

 Union 280  

 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

GFC Chair Anne Wysocki called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m. 

 

    II. Roll Call 

  

Members Present: 

Michael Brondino 

Benjamin Campbell 

Anoop Dhingra 

Maria Gajdardziska-Josifovska  

(ex officio)  

Jennifer Gruenewald 

Donald Hanlon 

  Jerry Kaster 

Kathleen Koch (ex officio) 

Michael Liston (ex officio) 

Edward Mabry 

Devendra Misra 

 

Stuart Moulthrop 

Beth Rodgers 

Amanda Seligman 

Kristene Surerus 

Kurt Svoboda 

Laura Voith 

Bruce Wade 

Jon Welstead 

Carla Wiggins 

Doug Woods (ex officio) 

Anne Wysocki 

Shangping Xu 

 

 

Members Absent: 

Steve Hardcastle 

Yong-Cheol Kim 

Lawrence Kuiper 

Christine Larson 

Hur-Li Lee 

Festus Obiakor 

Anthony Ross 

Regina Smith 

Luc Vanier 

David Yu (ex officio) 

 

Guests: 

Michelle Boettcher, Graduate School; Kristie Hamilton, English; Susan McRoy, Electrical 

Engineering & Computer Science 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 No announcements at this time. 

 

AUTOMATIC CONSENT 

III. Minutes of the Regular Graduate Faculty Committee Meeting November 21, 2011 

The minutes were approved as distributed. 

 

 
GFC Doc. No. 

IV. Recommendation of the Subcommittee on Graduate Course and 

Curriculum, the School of Education Curriculum Committee, and the 

Faculty of the School of Education for Changes to the Requirements 

for the Doctor of Philosophy in Educational Psychology 

 

1207 

 

  

V. Recommendation of the Subcommittee on Graduate Course and 

Curriculum, the College of Letters and Science Academic Policies and 

Curriculum Committee, and the Faculty of the Department of English 

for Changes to the Requirements for the Master of Arts in English 

 

1208 

 

  

VI.       Recommendation of the Subcommittee on Graduate Course and 

Curriculum, the College of Letters and Science Academic Policies and 

Curriculum Committee, and the Faculty of the Department of English 

for Changes to the Requirements for the Doctor of Philosophy in 

English 

1209 

  

VII. Recommendation of the Subcommittee on Graduate Course and 

Curriculum, the School of Information Studies Graduate Program and 

Curriculum Committee, and the Faculty of the School of Information 

Studies for Changes to the Requirements for the Doctor of Philosophy 

in Information Studies 

 

1210 

VIII.    Two-Year Follow-Up Report of the Subcommittee on Graduate 

Program Reviews for the Review of the Education Specialist Program 

in School Psychology (Site Visit: March 5-7, 2008) 

 

1117A 

IX.       Report and Recommendations of the Subcommittee on Graduate 

Program Reviews for the Review of the Graduate Programs in 

Chemistry (Site Visit: February 20-22, 2011) 

 

1211 
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REPORTS 
   

VII.      Report from David Yu, Interim Dean of the Graduate School 

 

The Associate Deans of the Graduate School gave the report in David Yu’s stead. 

 

Doug Woods updated the members on the Graduate School’s progress in recruiting vacant 

positions.  The Graduate School will receive final approval for opening the position of Director 

of Graduate Education this week.  He also reported that the RGI evaluation survey was sent to 

the appropriate people and has been well received with a 60 percent response. 

 

Michael Liston informed the GFC about discussions with Tom Luljak’s office regarding 

marketing and recruitment.  Their current focus is spring enrollment for the Graduate School, 

with more substantial efforts in the following year. 

 

There will be implementation of electronic transcripts in mid to late spring 2012.  

 

A new system will be put into place for tracking perspective students. 

 

Discussions have started on TA, RA, and PA position definitions and pay rates.  Preliminary 

proposals have been put together to be presented to the Academic Deans’ Council.   

 

Amanda Seligman inquired about the Chancellor’s China trip and the number of students that 

the Graduate School would be expecting from there.  Jennifer Gruenewald responded stating 

that they are recruiting mostly undergraduate students, primarily in business and engineering, 

with 30-50 new students expected in the fall.   

 

Concern about the TOEFL scores and international students arose.  This will be discussed as a 

priority item in spring when relevant information can be provided to the GFC.  

 

Maria Gajdardziska-Josifovska reported on the Council of Graduate Schools conference she 

attended in Arizona.  The major topics of discussion at the conference were changes in 

demographics, debt accumulation, career transparency, full assessments, and fund raising.  Many 

Graduate Schools at other universities are experiencing the effects of the economy and 

fundraising has become necessary for Graduate Schools to move forward and grow. 

 

X.        Report and Recommendations of the Subcommittee on Graduate 

Program Reviews for the Review of the Graduate Programs in 

Educational Psychology (Site Visit Dates: March 14-15, 2011) 

 

1212 

XI.       Report and Recommendations of the Subcommittee on Graduate 

Program Reviews for the Review of the Doctor of Philosophy in 

Medical Informatics (Site Visit: February 14-15, 2011) 

 

1213 
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Amanda Seligman suggested that in addition to those who had completed their degree, others who 

attended Graduate School, but did not finish their program, be contacted about making financial 

contributions.  

 

Kathleen Koch also attended the conference and reported that other countries are investing in 

higher education with the requirement of accountability in the form of program outcomes 

assessment.  She also found that other institutions conducted program reviews using similar 

processes as UWM. Most other universities did not use professional accreditation reviews as a 

substitute for program reviews.  

 

VIII.    Chair’s Report 

 

The APBC continues to argue for consideration of faculty values in the new budget model 

process. 

 

The Graduate School, working with the GFC, is assembling a committee to discuss the stipend 

issues.  There will be 14 members on this committee.  Two RPC members, two GFC members, 

one University Committee member, one APBC member, one faculty member, one person from 

the Controller’s office, one person from Legal Counsel, David Yu, Mark Harris and the 

Graduate School Associate Deans.  Anne Wysocki will serve on this committee and requested 

that one more member from the GFC join the committee.   

 

The new 30 credit requirement for master’s programs brought to the attention of the GFC this 

fall is being managed by Dev Venugopalan.  He is getting feedback from chairs and dean to see 

how master’s programs approach credits, thesis, and projects.  The GFC will be formulating 

and approving the new master’s policy in the spring. 

 

In January there will be a report from the library on filing dissertations and on journal 

subscriptions.  Members were asked to bring any questions to that meeting. 

 

There has been concern on campus about the procedures involved with Fellowships.  There are 

two different types of Fellowships, the dissertation and distinguished graduate student 

fellowship.  Each degree program can nominate two students for each fellowship.  The 

challenge arises when there is a range of specializations in a program.  Those programs feel 

they should be able to nominate more than two students.  There have been discussions on the 

best way to approach this issue fairly.  Further analysis about this topic will be discussed at 

next semester’s GFC meetings.  The Graduate Representatives will join the GFC for added 

consultation at the February meeting and hopefully in March the GFC will have a new 

procedure in place. 

 

IX.  Subcommittee Reports 

 

A. Fellowships  

Applications for fellowships are due in early February. 
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B. Graduate Program Review  

The committee is waiting for the self-studies to arrive in January.  They have fifteen 

reviews, four of them are full reviews and the others are certificates, follow-ups, and 

reports that were carried over from last year. 

 

C. Graduate Course and Curriculum  

No report. 

 

NEW BUSINES 
 

X. Graduate Assistant Employment Grievance Procedures Final Draft 

 

Amanda Seligman moved to approve the proposed Graduate Assistant Employment Grievance 

Procedures with the addition that the Graduate School provide yearly reports to the GFC on the 

number of grievances filed, the number of grievances that go to the grievance panel, and the 

outcomes of all grievances.  Bruce Wade seconded. 

 

Michael Brondino inquired about the necessity of this addition.  Amanda Seligman along with 

Anne Wysocki stated that there had been a lack of documentation on previous grievances.  This 

addition would help track the effectiveness of this procedure and anticipate the amount of 

involvement the GFC members have on the GAAP (Graduate Assistant Appeals Panel). 

 

Amanda Seligman moved to send the Graduate Assistant Employment Grievance Procedures 

back to the Graduate School for the addition of the reporting policy.  Michael Brondino 

seconded.  Passed unanimously. 

 

XI. Discussion of formation of GFC Graduate Assistant Appeals Panel (GAAP); Volunteers 

needed to serve on GAAP for spring semester, 2012 

 

There will be two Graduate Assistants, two faculty members, and a labor relations coordinator 

for each hearing.  Several Faculty members, representing different disciplines, need to be 

appointed by the GFC to serve on the GAAP so that there is a pool to draw from for each 

hearing without conflict of interest.   

 

Specific membership of GAAP will be postponed until the Graduate Assistant Employment 

Grievance Procedures are revised and approved by the committee. 

 

V. Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:29 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle Boettcher, Graduate School 

For Stuart Moulthrop 


