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TO:  Dev Venugopalan 

Associate Vice Chancellor, Academic Affairs 

 

FROM: Rodney A. Swain 

  Dean 

 

DATE:  October 23, 2014 

 

RE: Recommendation of the Women’s Studies Department-Like Body, the L&S 

Academic Planning and Governance Committee, and the L&S Faculty to Change 

the Name of the Department-Like-Body to Women’s and Gender Studies 

 

Recently, the proposal from the Women’s Studies Department-Like Body to change its name to 

Women’s and Gender Studies received the approval of the L&S Academic Planning and 

Governance Committee and the L&S Faculty.  The DLB believes that the new name conveys the 

shift away from research, scholarship, and teaching which focuses exclusively on women’s issues 

to a name that signifies a broader disciplinary agenda and more accurately reflects its status as a 

department-like-body and communicates its academic programs growth and development, which 

is in keeping with national trends. 

 

Enclosed please find a copy of L&S Fac. Doc. No. 953, which provides a more detailed rationale 

for the Department’s proposed name change.  The document also may be viewed at the L&S 

website, http://www4.uwm.edu/letsci/committees/2015/fdn/fdn953.cfm. I am forwarding this 

recommendation to you for further action.  I understand you will circulate the proposal to the 

other schools/colleges for comment after which, if there are not concerns, it will be submitted to 

the Faculty Senate for action. 

 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to contact Associate Professor 

Andrea Westlund, Chair of the DLB, Assistant Dean Connie Jo, or me.  I look forward to action 

on this recommendation as soon as possible. 

 
RAS:cj 

Enclosure 

cc:  Provost Johannes Britz  

Associate Professor Dave Clark, Associate Dean 

Associate Professor Andrea Westlund, Women’s Studies Chair 

Program Assistant Cheryl Andres, Academic Affairs 

Assistant Dean Connie Jo, L&S 
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COLLEGE OF LETTERS AND SCIENCE FACULTY DOCUMENT NO. 953 

September 12, 2014 

 

 

Recommendation of the Advisory Board of the Women’s Studies Department-Like-Body and the L&S 

Academic Planning and Governance Committee to Change the Name of the Women’s Studies DLB 

to Women’s and Gender Studies 

 
 

Recommendation: 

 

That the L&S Faculty recommend to the Dean approval of the proposal to change the name of the Woman’s 

Studies DLB to Women's and Gender Studies.  
 

Rationale: 

 

Over the years, the academic discipline of Women’s Studies has grown and changed to address a wide-

ranging selection of issues, not only women’s issues, but issues related more broadly to gender and 

sexuality. As a result of this disciplinary evolution, the vast majority of Women’s Studies programs in 

the UW System (eleven of the thirteen campuses) and throughout the U.S. have changed their names to 

Women’s and Gender Studies, Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, or some variation thereof. A 

name change from "Women's Studies Program" to Department-Like Body of Women’s and Gender 

Studies at UWM will: 

 

1. Be in keeping with state and national trends within the discipline to adopt program/department 

names that convey the shift away from research, scholarship, and teaching which focuses 

exclusively on women’s issues to names that signify a broader disciplinary agenda. 

 

2. More accurately reflect our status as a department-like-body and communicate our academic 

programs growth and development, which is in keeping with national trends. 
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RECOMMENDATION OF THE WOMEN’S STUDIES PROGRAM COMMITTEE TO 

CHANGE THE NAME OF THE "WOMEN’S STUDIES PROGRAM" TO "DEPARTMENT-

LIKE BODY OF WOMEN'S AND GENDER STUDIES” 

 

 

Recommendation:  That the L&S Faculty recommend to the Dean approval of a change in the 

name of the “Women’s Studies Program” to the “Department-Like Body of Women’s and 

Gender Studies” (commonly to be called and known as “Women’s and Gender Studies”). 

 

Background  

 

From its inception, the Women's Studies program has had a curricular mission.  In 1971, an 

undergraduate major in Women's Studies, under the College of Letters & Science Committee 

Interdisciplinary Major (CIM), became available, and Women's Studies courses first appeared in 

the spring 1972 Schedule of Classes.  In February 1974, the Office of Women's Studies was 

established in the Division of Academic Affairs under the supervision of the Vice Chancellor.   

 

In 1984, the Office of Women's Studies moved to the Graduate School and became the Center for 

Women's Studies.  The change in name was necessitated by the structure of the Graduate School, 

which may house research centers but not academic programs.  At that time, the Women's 

Studies undergraduate certificate came under the purview of L & S.  The relocation to the 

Graduate School occurred for two main reasons: 1) to keep the interdisciplinary nature of 

Women's Studies visible by not housing it in a single school or college; and 2) to increase 

funding for the program (which had not grown for several years) through the Graduate School's 

Research Incentive Program (RIP).  Although the newly-named Center for Women's Studies did 

increase its research profile by providing grant-writing assistance to affiliated faculty, offering 

competitive faculty research fellowships, and housing external scholars at UWM for short-term 

research, the program's primary concern remained curriculum development. In 2001, the Center 

for Women's Studies, which by then offered a CIM major as well as undergraduate and graduate 

certificates, moved entirely into the College of Letters and Science. Women's Studies presently 

offers a major, minor, master's degree, and graduate certificate. 

 

In 2011, the Women’s Studies Steering Council approved a name change from the “Center for 

Women’s Studies” to the “Women’s Studies Program.”  This name change was undertaken to: 1) 

eliminate confusion between the Center for Women’s Studies (an academic program) and the 

Women’s Resource Center (a student service unit); 2) eliminate confusion about the relationship 

between the “Center for Women’s Studies” as a unit and “Women’s Studies” as an academic 

program; and, 3)reinforce the identity of Women’s Studies as an academic field of study (like 

"Urban Studies Program" or "Religious Studies Program").   

 

In January 2013, Women’s Studies became a department-like body.  The establishment of the 

Women’s Studies Program as a department-like body enables Women’s Studies to serve as a 

tenure home and increase the number of faculty FTE, with the goal of achieving department 

status. The establishment of the Women’s Studies Program as a department-like body with more 

options to increase FTE allows it to grow its individual and coordinated master’s degree 
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programs, to the benefit of graduate education at UWM. Women’s Studies is an interdisciplinary 

scholarly field, and the establishment of the program as a department-like body allows for a 

combination of joint- and full-appointment faculty members that best represents its 

interdisciplinary character.  

 

Rationale 

 

Over the years, the academic discipline of Women’s Studies has grown and changed to address a 

wide-ranging selection of issues, not only women’s issues, but issues related more broadly to 

gender and sexuality.  As a result of this disciplinary evolution, the vast majority of Women’s 

Studies programs in the UW System (eleven of the thirteen campuses) and throughout the U.S. 

have changed their names to “Women’s and Gender Studies,” “Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality 

Studies,” or some variation thereof. A name change from "Women's Studies Program" to 

“Department-Like Body of Women’s and Gender Studies” at UWM will:  

 

1. Be in keeping with state and national trends within the discipline to adopt 

program/department names that convey the shift away from research, scholarship, and 

teaching which focuses exclusively on women’s issues to names that signify a broader 

disciplinary agenda. 

 

2. More accurately reflect our status as a department-like-body and communicate our academic 

program’s growth and development, which is in keeping with national trends. 

 

Respectfully submitted on May 20, 2014 

 

Approved: Women’s Studies Program Committee, November 13, 2013  
 

University of Wisconsin Milwaukee Faculty Document No. 2987, November 20, 2014

4




