
Physical Environment Committee 
Campus FaciUty Naming Sub-Committee 

PROPOSED NAME: Lichtman Lecture Hall 

CAMPUS PROPONENTS: 
Rodney A. Swain, Dean, College of Letters a: Science 
Patricia A. Borger, JD, Vice Chancellor Development & Alumni Relations 
Christina Makal McCaffery, Senior Director of Development, College of Letters & Science 

DESCRIPTION OF SPACE 
The named space shall be a Lecture Hall in the existing Physics Building located at 1900 East Kenwood 
Boulevard, room 133. Room 133 has 1,588 assignable square feet and is one of three lecture halls in the 
Physics Building used for classes in the Natural Sciences and Engineering. The College informed the donors 
and received their agreement that this naming would not be in perpetuity and would only be valid as long as 
the Physics Building exists. 

PHILANTHROPIC NAMING: DONORS AND GIFT 

The Donors: Elinor Lichtman and two of her children, Steven Lichtman and Aimee Lichtman Holcomb 
(Michael Holcomb), are remembering their husband and father, Professor David Lichtman through their gift 
to the Physics Department. The Lecture Hall shall be named in recognition of Professor Lichtman, a 
deceased faculty member. Professor David Lichtman, was a member of UWM's Department of Physics from 
1967 until his death in 1992. David received his academic training at C.C.N.Y and Columbia University. 
Before coming to UWM, David worked in industry for sixteen years with such organizations as Airborne 
Instruments Corporation, Sperry Gyroscope Company and the Honeywell Corporate Research Center. David's 
research interests were primarily concerned with the study of solid surfaces at an atomic and molecular 
level and he was instrumental in the creation of the Surface Studies Laboratory at UWM and served as its 
director from 1968 to 1974. 

Professor Lichtman's true passion was for his students arid their success. He was a charismatic and 
thoughtful teacher and always made time for his students. His advanced courses on the experimental 
aspects of new surface science techniques were always in demand, but his favorite thing to do was teach 
undergraduate courses and introduce students to how science affected and enriched their lives. He is much 
beloved among both undergraduate and graduate alumni of the Physics Program. 

The Gift: The donors have been making contributions to the David Lichtman Memorial Fellowship Fund 
supporting Physics graduate students for years. Elinor and two of her children, Steven and Aimee (Michael), 
have signed a Memorandum of Agreement with UWM for a gift of $43,000 to add to the Lichtman Memorial 
Fellowship Fund. This naming is in recognition and appreciation of their support, now and in the future. The 
Lichtman Memorial Fellowship Fund provides support to high-achieving Physics graduate students, helping 
keep· the profile of the Physics program strong and providing support to the recruitment of excellent 
graduate students into the program. 

The College of Letters & Science expects an increase of individual and alumni giving to the fund in Professor 
Lichtman's name, if ablezo reco nize his contributions to UWM and his family's donations through naming a 
lecture hall in the Physics Bui ng. 

Sub-committee Action: _Approved ,_ _ Not Approved 
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