
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 

UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  

April 28, 2015 

Lubar N456 

1:00 pm 

 

Present:  M. Schwartz (Chair), M. Anderson, M. Brondino, L. Hall, S. McLellan, J. Reisel 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order 

at 1:02 pm and the agenda was approved as distributed. 

 

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – None. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of April 21, 2015 were approved as 

submitted. 

 

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS
a
:  INTERIM DEAN PAULA RHYNER – Interim Dean Rhyner 

joined the committee.  Per Wis. Stats.19.85 (1)(f), it was moved, seconded, and 

unanimously approved to go into closed session at 1:13 pm to discuss personnel matters.  

The committee rose from closed session at 1:44 pm at which point Rhyner left. 

.   

CHANCELLOR MARK MONE – Chancellor Mone reviewed recent public comments 

by the Governor and Legislators relating to the budget as well as discussions he’s had 

with several Legislators.  He noted it’s not looking as promising as he had been hearing 

the last few months. 

 

Per Wis. Stats.19.85 (1)(f), it was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to go 

into closed session at 1:58 pm to discuss personnel matters.  The committee rose from 

closed session at 2:25 pm at which point Mone left. 

 

STATE SENATOR CHRIS LARSON – Senator Larson and Shannon Powell, Larson’s 

Communications Director, joined the committee.  Discussion ensued regarding comments 

made by various Legislators relating to potential state “windfalls” and their possible 

distribution, availability of funding that could be shifted to cover the proposed cuts, 

review of the state’s progressive history, the anomalous situation in which we currently 

find ourselves, importance of continuing contact with Legislators on effects of budget 

cuts on UWM and the unprecedented size of the cuts, the shift in the state which seems to 

show the university is not valued, how different Legislators feel about the budget 

proposal, importance of  faculty and students contacting Legislators, the Joint Finance 

Committee meeting held at Alverno with no coordination of those people speaking on 

behalf of UWM, importance of getting messages out about the real impact of cuts and 

educating people on what UWM does and its quality of faculty/staff, nuances of UWM 

vs. System, attempts to work with/assist University Relations/Alumni Relations and 

suggested approaches made, issues with Panther Advocates and Alumni emails and 

suggested actions to take relating to these, Larson’s comments at UWM Advocacy Day in 

Madison, timeline for budget process, issues related to System’s/UWM’s media 

                                                 
a
 The Committee may go into closed session to discuss personnel matters according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) 



campaign, discouraging comments and blasé response by the Board of Regents, the need 

to make our voices heard by Legislators and the public and be very clear and direct about 

impact of cuts, national political trends, 2016 campaigns, the 2020 reapportionment 

cycle, our identity as a state that invests in education and our strong environmental 

policy, the need to convey the damage being done to the state and offering a better 

alternative, the recent Marquette poll, the decline in investment in education over time,  

escalating tuition due to declining state support, hits to K-12 in the 2011-13 budget have 

created highly organized school boards with a cohesive message across the state, and 

problems of internal politics at UWM & System.   

 

Senator Larson again encouraged action and pushing others to contact Legislators about 

the budget and impact of potential cuts.  He noted we do not have a budget shortage; 

there are three pots of untouched money which could be used, including 1) Medicaid 

money; 2) manufacturing & agricultural tax credit; and 3) K-12 school levy tax credit that 

goes to corporations and out-of-state property owners.  Discussion ensued regarding best 

forms of contact with Legislators, being direct and pointing out facts, the proposed Public 

Authority and removal of Chapter 36 from State Statute.  S. Powell reviewed the process 

to remove/edit/add something in to the budget proposal, noting this is done by the 

Legislative Fiscal Bureau; they give options to Legislators and are usually quite rational. 

 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Schwartz reported he received 

a copy of the Shorewood Resolution regarding Downer Woods, along with copies of the 

letters sent with the Resolution to the Governor and Legislators. 

  

VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS – None. 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS  

A. MORFS By-Laws – Schwartz reported the MORFS organization is now 

incorporated and it has an EIN number.  He noted the IRS requires a fee to obtain 

tax exempt status; Schwartz will cover the cost.  Schwartz, Reisel, and Anderson 

will be listed as Directors on the tax exempt application documents.  A motion to 

approve the MORFS Bylaws was made, seconded, and unanimously passed. 

Schwartz reviewed the process for creating MORFS and indicated the 

organization is now ready should the Senate approve of activating it. 

 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS  

A. Discussion of VSIP survey – Anderson suggested reporting survey response 

numbers on the UCNews web page; additional information may be reported later. 

 

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

A. Future Meetings – No discussion. 

 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]:   

A. Update on pending personnel matters – None. 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 3:48 pm. 


