
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  
February 17, 2015 

Lubar N456 
1:00 pm 

 
Present:  M. Schwartz (Chair), M. Anderson, M. Brondino, L.  Hall, S. McLellan, J. Reisel, guest 
Sean Cornell 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order 

at 1:03 pm and the agenda was approved as distributed. 
 

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – None. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of February 10, 2015 were approved as 
amended. 
 

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS:  CHANCELLOR MARK MONE – Chancellor Mone joined the 
meeting along with VC Luljak and Provost Britz.  Discussion ensued regarding the NY 
Times article by Christine Evans, the old UW Clip Sheet, the current UW News and 
issues related to subscriptions/forwarding, discussions with Legislators, how to continue 
to advocate for UWM, communicating via email, challenges of getting those outside 
UWM to advocate for us, the Board of Visitors, Legislators suggestions to provide stories 
on how we make a difference in lives, the new UWM e-newsletter, use of myEmma to 
track email metrics, suggestions of facts/impacts to provide Legislators, recent local news 
articles/reports, the focus on budget cuts obscuring  the plan to change the governance 
structure without input, creating a public authority with no authority, the L&S committee 
researching public authorities at other universities, lack of comparable Systems in other 
states, lack of details/quantification of savings on the proposed public authority, control 
by the Governor of the Board of Regents, potential ways to make the appeal about public 
authorities to the public, updates provided by President Cross, System endorsement of a 
public authority but little enthusiasm from Chancellors, growing concern of President’s 
adversarial mode with campuses, and a suggestion to form a Joint Public Authority Study 
Group with UW-Madison. 

 
V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Schwartz reported the 

following: 
A. The Faculty of Color did not meet on Monday.  Anderson indicated the group is 

working on a draft document, but they are not ready to share it yet.  Schwartz 
added that Gary Williams from the African-American faculty group has indicated 
they also would like to talk with the UC; Schwartz emailed Williams informing 
him that he is willing to meet with them. 

B. He reviewed communications regarding the need for the Board of Regents (BOR) 
to affirm Chapter 36 at the March BOR meeting.  He asked for and received 
unanimous UC support, endorsing a joint communication being prepared from all 



campus faculty governance groups, asking the BOR to take this action.  
Discussion ensued regarding the importance of delivering a simple message 
quickly to the BOR, whether the affirmation will be done at the March or April 
BOR meeting, and the need to raise this issue with the three BOR members who 
will be present for Thursday’s Senate meeting. 

C. He will talk to Provost Britz regarding the request to augment the Zilber 
Executive Committee. 
 

VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS  
A. Reisel attended the AAFEC meeting.  The faculty handbook template has been 

sent to department chairs; there have been few responses.  The committee 
reviewed tenure/renewal data and saw no issues in bias related to race.  They were 
not provided data on promotions.  Discussion ensued regarding the review 
process/deliberations; the case of a UW professor being denied tenure due to 
“tenure density,” the meaning of this and likelihood of it occurring more 
frequently; the Full Professor cohort and attrition rate at UWM; Distinguished 
Professors; and the open, welcoming environment for junior faculty. 

B. Brondino reported Dean Gajdardziska-Josifovska emailed him and APBC Chair 
Rebecca Klaper trying to arrange a meeting regarding the graduate assistantship 
funding. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Preparations for Faculty Senate Meeting – Schwartz distributed the draft UC 
Report to the Senate and asked for guidance on one of the points.  There was 
general consensus to keep the item in the report.  Discussion ensued regarding its 
meaning/purpose, implications, intended effect/audience; probable end 
results/effects of the Governor’s budget proposal; and a potential joint governance 
resolution as a follow-up. 

 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS – None. 
 
IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

A. Future Meetings – No discussion. 
 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]:   
A. Update on pending personnel matters – None. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 3:24 pm. 
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