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What is Public Health?

 “We may think of our own health as a private
matter, but many things that affect our health
are public by virtue of our shared customs and
environment, like the roads we share and the
air that we breathe.”



What is Public Health?

 “Public health improves the shared conditions
and behaviors that affect the health of each
and every one of us. It investigates how the
ecology of health affects our well-being—
from social networks and economic
circumstances to our environment—and them
promotes safer health practices.”



Origins of the
School of Public Health (SPH)
 Long term interest of many UWM faculty in

public health research and practice
 Recognized need in Wisconsin for academic

and professional education focused on
public health

 Substantial health disparities within the state,
region and community



Origins of the SPH (Continued)

 Public and community support for UWM as a
home to the first accredited School of Public
Health in Wisconsin
(Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Office of the
Mayor, elected officials in city and region,
community based organizations)



Initial Steps in Creating the SPH
 Early 2006: UW System President Riley and

UWM Chancellor Santiago appoint a
committee to explore the feasibility of a SPH

 External Consultants and community
provided input

 Late 2006: Feasibility study is presented to
UW System Board of Regents; Regents
accept report and charge UWM to move
forward with planning



Current Efforts to Create the SPH

 2007: Based on work of the Feasibility
Study, UWM launches effort to create an
accredited School of Public Health

 2007: Provost Rita Cheng appoints the
School of Public Health Planning Council;
Dr. Stephen Percy asked to serve as
Council Chair for 2007-08



Members of SPH Planning Council
 UWM faculty from diverse disciplines and

multiple schools and colleges
 Representatives from the City of Milwaukee

Health Department (key partners in launching
the school)

 UWM administrators with responsibilities
related to creating and promoting a new school
(e.g., extramural funding, community relations)

 Full list of members included with handout



Involvement of Others
 Additional UWM, MCW and UW-Madison

faculty are participating in the planning of
academic degrees

 A Community Advisory Council will provide
input, as well as identify partnerships and
opportunities to support the school

 UWM Centers and Institutes
 Consultant: Sylvia Furner, Interim Dean,

School of Public Health, U of Illinois-Chicago



Connection to
UWM School of Freshwater Sciences

 Planning for the UWM SPH recognizes
important connections and synergies with the
new UWM School of Freshwater Sciences.

 Efforts underway to identify opportunities for
research and academic collaboration (e.g.
environmental health and policy)



Authorization of SPH

 SPH Planning Council created Authorization Document (Fall
2007)

 Document Being Shared with Key Governance Groups
(Spring 2008)

 Document formally considered by UWM Faculty Senate
(Spring 2008)

 Document submitted to UW System & Board of Regents
(Spring 2008)

 Document reviewed by Board of Regents (June 2008)
 Legislative Approval (following Regents approval)



Accreditation of SPH

 39 SPHs accredited by the Council on
Education for Public Health in the U.S.

 NIH provides funding for accredited SPHs
 UWM seeks to join this rank of schools



Accreditation Requirements

 Masters of Public Health (MPH)
 A minimum of 3 PhD programs
 Minimum of 25 faculty members, five in each

of the five core areas
 All academic programs located within an

school or college with the same structure as
other schools and colleges on campus (i.e.
separate dean, executive committee, etc.)



Planning Academic Degrees

 Multi-disciplinary teams of UWM faculty are
devising plans to create 4 new PhDs at UWM:

1. Environment Health
2. Epidemiology
3. Health Policy and Administration
4. Social & Behavioral Health

 A team of UWM faculty composed of members that
cut across the PhD teams is working to plan the
Masters in Public Health (MPH)



Timeline to Accreditation
 Approved School of Health in place 2008-09
 Hiring of Faculty, 2008-2013
 Recruitment of founding dean, 2008-09
 PhDs begin operating, 2009-10
 MPH begins operating 2011-12
 School Accreditation Review 2013-14
 School Accreditation Approved 2014-15



Budgetary Expectations

 Upon review of SPHs in the United States,
budget estimates have been created
 Base operating budget ~ $5-10 million

(GPR, tuition revenue, endowed professors,
scholarship funds, etc.)

 Extramural support ~ $7-10 million
 Gifts



Resources to Support the New School
 UW-Madison School of Medicine and Public

Health, grants to Center for Urban Population
Health (cluster hire and research)

 Increased state support (DIN-state budget
process)

 Extramural grants and contracts
 Tuition revenues
 Gifts



Founding Gift

 Joseph Zilber pledged a founding gift of
$10 million, contingent upon the creation
of a SPH at UWM

 Tied with largest gift to UWM
 Additional gift support will be sought to

support the school



Benefits of a SPH at UWM
 Important addition to UWM’s portfolio of academic

units ideally poised to address critical Wisconsin issues
 New PhD programs at UWM
 SPH will necessarily operate in an inter-disciplinary

fashion with connections to virtually every other UWM
school and college

 Access to new opportunities for extramural dollars
 Vital contribution to educating the public health

workforce in the community, region and state
 Opportunities for new partnerships and collaborations,

including City of Milwaukee Health Departments (and
others) medical schools, CBOs.



School of Public Health at UWM

Questions

www.publichealth.uwm.edu


