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Proposed changes in admission requirements for new freshmen

As recommended by the Admission & Records Policy Committee, the University
Committee moves endorsement of the following revisions to the admission requirements
for new freshmen:

Revisions to admission requirements for new freshmen

1. Establish a minimum ACT score of 17 (or equivalent SAT) for standard admission of
otherwise qualified freshmen applicants. (This will move students who rank in the top
half of their high school class, but have ACT scores below 17 from the standard
admission category to the discretionary admission category).

2. Allow academic units (Schools and Colleges) the option to designate (as either
standard or discretionary) the admission category for otherwise qualified freshman
applicants who rank in the bottom quartile of their high school class but have ACT scores
of 21 or higher.

3. Allow academic units the additional option to designate (as either standard or
discretionary) the admission category for otherwise qualified freshman applicants with
ACT scores of 19 and 20, whose high school class rank is between the 40th and 50th
percentile.

Rationale

Under the current undergraduate admission policy, students meet standard admission
criteria (assuming they have taken the required pattern of high school units) if they have
either an ACT of 21 or better or if they graduated in the upper half of their high school
class. Students not meeting either of these criteria are considered for discretionary
admission based on extended criteria including additional test scores, etc.

The UWM Admissions & Records Policy Committee (ARPC) recommends a modest
restriction in UWM standard admission criteria that will place increasing numbers of
students into discretionary admission status. Those in discretionary admission status can
be:
* Better connected with retention strategies
* Wait-listed for final admission decision to ensure that the incoming freshman class will
not exceed the institution’s capacity

The ARPC emphasizes that retention and academic success are not described by simple
formulas, and proposes that academic units should be afforded additional options of
selectivity with respect to the criteria for discretionary admission. In addition, the
committee notes that UWM retention and success data largely support the academic
potential of students with ACT scores of 19 and 20 whose high school class rank is
between the 40th and 50th percentile. The proposed changes maintain the admission
regulation afforded by current standards, yet acknowledge student potential for applicants
in this group.



Current admission requirements for new freshmen

1. High school graduation or its equivalent (e.g., a high school equivalency certificate or
diploma based on the GED or Wisconsin High School Equivalency Examination). Note
that applicants with high school equivalency are generally not eligible for admission until
two years after the date on which the student would have been expected to graduate from
high school.

2. Completion of at least 17 credits (1 credit = 1 year) of required high school courses.

3. Rank in the upper half of high school graduating class, or earn an ACT composite
score of at least 21 (SAT I of 990).

4. ACT or SAT scores are required of all freshman applicants who are under the age of
21 as of September 1 of the academic year in which they enroll. The ACT is preferred;
however, students will not have any advantage in the admission process by taking one
test or the other.
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