
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 

UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  

August 28, 2012 

Lubar N456 

1:00 pm 

 

Present:  M. Keyes, L. Hall, D. Misra, M. Parsons (Acting Chair), R. Strickler 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order 

at 1:02 pm and the agenda was approved.  

 

II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – None.   

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of August 21, 2012 were approved as 

distributed. 

 

IV. SPECIAL GUESTS:  PROVOST JOHANNES BRITZ – Provost Britz reported two 

factors will drive the System agenda for this year: 1) dual enrollments and 2) the flexible 

degree option; both to be directed by UW Extension.  Discussion ensued regarding issues 

related to the flexible/online degree option including assessment, potential self-

cannibalization, concern about quality and lack of faculty oversight, philosophical 

differences, cost, the role of Continuing Education, MOOCS, the need to be proactive, 

remedial courses, and marketing.   

 

Britz reported that as part of the Academic Program Planning process, he will ask Deans 

to identify programs which could potentially be done online.  He noted that programming 

must be aligned with job growth; all Deans have information on areas of job growth.  A 

brief discussion ensued regarding D2L issues. 

 

In addition, Britz reported the following: 

A. The Associate VC for Academic Affairs position has been redefined and will be 

advertised soon.  He asked for a nominee to serve as UC rep on the Search 

Committee, noting the person cannot be from CEAS. 

B. He will consult with PSOA Chairs regarding formation of the PSOA Dean Search 

Committee.  He asked for a UC rep for this committee as well. 

 

V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENTS – Parsons reported she had sent a 

link to UC members regarding the Sullivan Report, noting it appears it was happening 

simultaneously with the work of the Falbo group.  She reported Provost Britz had 

indicated there was no discussion about it at the BOR meeting.  She felt it important for 

the UC to respond and reviewed a draft resolution.  Discussion ensued regarding 

preparing people with skill sets for jobs vs. preparing people to learn, think and problem-

solve, technical colleges & trade schools, high school issues, and apprenticeship and 

trade guilds which no longer exist.  Parsons asked members to forward thoughts or 

changes to Schwartz who can then discuss with Britz and Chancellor Lovell. 



 

VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS  

A. Strickler reported the Future of Continuing Education Workgroup has been 

meeting.  He shared a flyer from Harvard and suggested that summer school and 

continuing ed should be housed in the same area/marketed as it is there.  He stated 

the group needs to determine what SCE’s job is and how it impacts/adds to 

campus; a mechanism is needed to remove boundaries between SCE and campus 

departments. 

B. Hall reported the Emerging Education Initiatives Advisory Council met.  The 

group reviewed prior learning assessment process, advanced placement, and 

CLEP and how to unify.  The group also discussed credit for military training and 

education, a study on prior credit awards, flexible online degrees and the national 

trend, and massive open online courses.  

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS – None. 

 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS  

A. UC 2012-2013 Committee Assignments – There was general consensus that 

Strickler should serve as UC rep on the Associate VC Search.  Strickler 

nominated Hall to serve as UC rep on the PSOA Dean Search; Hall indicated his 

willingness.  Parsons stated she was interested in serving as well.  K. Kimpel and 

Misra indicated Parsons should not serve as UC rep as she is a faculty member in 

the school and could potentially serve in that capacity.  Misra suggested the UC 

postpone discussion/determination as there was no rush for forming the PSOA 

Search Committee. 

B. Needed Faculty Committee Assignments – No discussion. 

 

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

A. Future Meetings – Parsons suggested preparing and prioritizing a list of people to 

invite to future meetings.  There was general consensus that Regent Falbo should 

be invited first and to invite regional Legislative representatives.  Parsons 

suggested the list should also include issues the UC wants to address with the 

guests. 

 

X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]: 

A. Update on pending personnel matters – None. 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 2:58 pm. 


