
THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  
April 23, 2013 

Lubar N456 
1:00 pm 

 
Present:  M. Schwartz (Chair), L. Hall, M. Keyes, J. Lyons, D. Misra, M. Parsons 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA – The meeting was called to order at 

1:00 pm and the agenda was approved.  
 
II. PERSONS WHO WISH TO BE HEARD – Student Association (SA) President Tereza 

Pelicaric joined the committee and reported the SA was having issues with their election 
processes and complaints related to them.  She noted the Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs 
has been collecting complaints rather than going through the SA processes.  She indicated the 
VC may invalidate the election results and has also called for an investigation without 
informing the SA of the substance of the complaints.  She reviewed processes outlined by SA 
procedures, expressed concern about communication from the VC, reviewed issues related to 
the Student Union project and use of student money, and pointed out that students want 
meaningful input.  Discussion ensued regarding the investigation into the elections, complaints, 
election bylaws issues and ballot discrepancies, administrative role and oversight, and 
structural issues.  Schwartz indicated the UC would monitor the situation. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of April 16, 2013 were approved as distributed. 
 

IV. SPECIAL GUESTSa:  PROVOST JOHANNES – Per Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) it was moved, 
seconded, and unanimously approved to go into closed session at 1:22 pm to discuss personnel 
matters.  The committee rose from closed session at 2:04 pm. 
 
A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously approved that the UC requests that the 
Chancellor consider creating a mediation structure to work to facilitate communications 
between the Student Association and the Office of Student Affairs in order to arrive at a 
positive and productive working relationship that benefits the entire UWM community.  
Schwartz will forward the resolution to Chancellor Lovell. 
 
Provost reported Administration has looked at our carry-forward balances compared to other 
campuses.  He noted Senator Darling has stated UW System should be examined rather than 
the individual campuses.  Schwartz responded that the information on balances has been 
available on the web for ten years and that the gross percentage is 14 – 23%; businesses 
typically have two months of revenues in reserve or about 25%.  He questioned why System 
doesn’t appear to be saying much and noted that Faculty Reps have been discussing the issue as 
well.  He noted it is not a fair accusation being made by the Legislature and it’s easily 
demonstrated to be false.  Schwartz shared a copy of an email that he sent to Journal-Sentinel 
Editorial Page Editor David Haynes on Saturday (4-20), asking for their help in highlighting 
the facts and bringing balance to the discussion about the carry-forward balances. 

 

                                                 
a The Committee may go into closed session to discuss personnel matters according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f) 



V. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & ANNOUNCEMENT – None. 
 

VI. MEMBERS’ REPORTS  
A. Parsons reported the Grad School Dean Search Committee meets again this week. 
B. Lyons reported the final PSOA Dean Search candidate was on campus yesterday.  She 

encouraged UC members to submit comments.   
C. Hall reported APBC meets on Thursday. 
D. Keyes reported that at the last meeting of the SA Finance Committee students wanted to 

know what happened with the $2 million collected for the Arena project.  She noted 
they were told $1.1 million went to Athletics for the Klotsche Center and it was none of 
their concern what happened with the balance.  She indicated the Finance Committee 
meets again this week.  A brief discussion ensued regarding Union plans. 

E. Misra reported the Budget Model Working (BMW) Group met last week.  Discussion 
included a recap of the 3/29 meeting as well as the time line.  He indicated that instead 
of a budget model the BMW Group is now looking for a budget framework and will 
come up with different outcomes of how a hybrid model will change if the combination 
of variables changes.  Misra reported the Group also discussed attendance and quorum 
requirements which he briefly reviewed.  He added the second Budget Model Forum 
will be held on Thursday. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS - None 
 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS - None 
 

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  
A. Future Meetings – No discussion. 

 
X. PERSONNEL MATTERS: [Closed session according to Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1)(f)]: 

A. Update on pending personnel matters – A motion was made, seconded, and 
unanimously approved to go into closed session at 2:35pm at which point Misra recused 
himself and left the meeting.  The committee rose from closed session at 2:48 pm. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 2:49 pm. 


