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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Dev. Venugopalan, Associate Vice Chancellor 
 Academic Affairs 
 
From: Magda Peck, Dean 
 Zilber School of Public Health 
 
RE: Proposal for three new tracks in the Master of Public Health degree program  
 
I am forwarding a recommendation from the Zilber School of Public Health to implement 
three new tracks in the current Master of Public Health degree program. This proposal has 
been approved by unanimous written ballot vote on 2/4/14 of the Faculty of the Zilber 
School of Public Health. Earlier on January 28, 2014, this proposal was approved by the 
Zilber School’s Graduate Program Committee. The Program Change Form was submitted to 
the on-line program change system on February 5, 2014. I have reviewed and approved this 
proposal for three new tracks in the Master of Public Health, which are needed to receive 
national accreditation. 
 
Background and Context. The Joseph J. Zilber School of Public Health has experienced rapid 
growth and development since its approval by the Board of Regents in June 2009 as 
Wisconsin’s first comprehensive public health school. UWM’s goal, affirmed by the Provost, 
is for the Zilber School to become the first nationally accredited school of public health in 
the state by 2016. This Program Change Document is a significant milestone toward that 
goal. 
 
Our academic plan for professional graduate education is anchored by the Master of Public 
Health (MPH) Program, which includes five tracks that span the core disciplines of the field: 
Environmental and Occupational Health (EOH), Community Behavioral Health Promotion 
(CBHP), Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and Public Health Policy and Administration. Initial 
implementation of the Master of Public Health degree program in Fall 2011 included two of 
five anticipated tracks: EOH and CBHP. As stated in the original ATI document and as 
required for national accreditation, the Zilber School is pleased to submit this 
comprehensive Program Change Document for review of an expanded and enhanced MPH 
Program.  
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ATI Fulfillment. The Authorization to Implement (ATI) document approved by the Board of 
Regents in April 2011 explains that within two or three years, the Zilber School of Public 
Health intended to implement the additional tracks. Three years after initial implementation 
of the MPH degree, this proposed program change fulfills the original plan. The proposed 
changes represent substantial augmentation to the Master of Public Health curriculum with 
the implementation of three new tracks – Public Health Policy and Administration (PHPA), 
Epidemiology (EPI), and Biostatistics (BIOS). Existing tracks (EOH and CBHP) have been 
updated to align with and complement the new tracks. The body of this Program Change 
Form details planned courses of study in the three proposed tracks, including new courses 
and their descriptions. Track-specific competencies and long descriptions for all proposed 
classes that have not yet been approved by the Graduate Course and Curriculum Committee 
are provided as Appendices.  
 
Meeting CEPH Accreditation Standards. The national accreditation body for schools and 
programs in public health, the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) requires five 
tracks mentioned above, one in each of the core areas of public health knowledge. UWM 
plans to have Wisconsin’s first CEPH-accredited School of Public Health. To meet CEPH 
standards, the Zilber SPH must have graduated at least one MPH student in each of the five 
MPH tracks before it can achieve accredited status. Most full-time students are expected to 
graduate within two years, so the Zilber SPH must begin to enroll students in these three 
new tracks by Fall 2014 to meet UWM’s proposed timeline to become a CEPH-accredited 
School of Public Health in 2016.  
 
Strategic Growth. The proposed comprehensive changes to the MPH Program reflect 
strategic growth of the new School’s academic program array. This document marks the 
culmination of intensive curriculum planning from August 2013 through January 2014 by a 
growing core faculty who are dedicated to excellence and innovation in education. Working 
together as a non-departmentalized school across the five core disciplines, the faculty have 
established core competencies across each program, and provided detailed descriptions of 
every proposed new course for the expanded MPH Program. The infrastructure, 
administration, and procedures of this robust education array also have been more fully 
developed to reflect a maturing program. 
 
Please let me know if you have any immediate questions or concerns.  
We welcome the feedback of other schools and colleges, and look forward to collaboration, 
as we move ahead strategically to meet UWM’s expectation of CEPH accreditation by 2016.  
 
Please contact me if more information on the proposed new MPH tracks is needed. 
 
Attachment: Master of Public Health Program Change Form 
 
Cc: Johannes Britz, Provost and Vice Chancellor 
 Marija Gajdardziska-Josifovska, Dean, Graduate School 
 Kurt Svoboda, Faculty Chair, Zilber School of Public Health 
 Ruth Etzel, Chair, Graduate Program Committee, Zilber School of Public Health 
 Darcie Warren, Graduate Program Manager, Zilber School of Public Health 


