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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE 

FACULTY SENATE MEETING 

MINUTES 

Thursday, February 19, 2015; 2:30 p.m.; Curtin 175 
 

Chancellor Mone called the Faculty Meeting to order at 2:30 p.m. 
 

I. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
University Committee Chair Mark D. Schwartz introduced special guests UW System Regents Margaret 

Farrow, Charles Pruitt, and José F. Vásquez. 
 

MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to go into committee of the whole at 2:31 p.m. The motion was 

approved unanimously by voice vote. Distinguished Professor Schwartz presided over this 

portion of the meeting. 
  

MOTION:  It was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to rise from the committee of the whole 

at 3:24 p.m. 
 

II. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS  
1. Chancellor’s Report 

Chancellor Mone reported on the state budget proposal. The Joint Finance Committee (JFC) will hold 

a briefing on March 3rd that will include a discussion of the UW-System. Mone has been talking to 

members of the JFC and hopes to host a hearing session in southeastern WI, preferably at UWM. 

Mone and UWM’s budget taskforce will outline the impact budget cuts have had and will have on 

UWM and the positive impact UWM could make without cuts. Mone reported that there is a 

temporary hold across campus on hires, raises, and certain travel. Underway are the taskforces on 

budget and communication; an email and calling campaign; meetings with legislators appealing to 

their concerns, specifically key individuals on the JFC and education committees; communicating with 

the media through daily interviews and editorial board visits; reconstituting the Board of Visitors; 

bringing the case to the public through personal calls and meetings; organizing UWM’s 

communications and promoting third party advocacy. Mone recognized the efforts of faculty and staff 

across campus. 
 

Discussion took place on targeting alumni; the need for continuous communication; FAQs and a 

statement from the Chancellor which will come out in the near future; the constitution of the Board of 

Visitors; the eagerness of faculty to help; the need for the campus to keep moving forward, engage 

with donors, and continue collaborations. 
 

Mone will share the documents detailing past and projected impacts of the budget cuts. 
 

 MOTION: to extend time by five minutes. Seconded and approved by voice vote. 
 

Additional discussion ensued on the rhetorical use of “lean university” and remaining efficient; the 

development of principles for the budget taskforce; the importance of collective wisdom; and the need 

to articulate UWM’s efficiency threshold to business leaders. 
 

2. Provost Report 

Provost Britz reported on the Access to Success conference which focused on retention; CEMAT’s 

work to evaluate advising and scholarships; the possibility of increasing out-of-state tuition; the 

societal value of education; tax dollars going to correctional services; the importance of collective 

wisdom; and the need to be efficient, invest where there is quality and possibility for growth, and work 

together across campus. 
 

MOTION: to extend time by five minutes. Seconded and approved by voice vote. 
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Discussion took place on the need to look for inefficiencies and redundancies; the status of the budget 

model, its use in relation to the cuts, and the reconsideration of the timeline. 
 

3. University Committee Report: Mark D. Schwartz, Chair 

The report is attached. 
 

Discussion ensued on the upcoming Board of Regents meeting; the stance of the Regents; and who to 

contact, information for which can be found on the UC News page: http://uwm.edu/ucnews/. 
 

4. Academic Staff Committee Report: Sarah Morgan, Chair 

The report will be attached when received. 
 

5. Physical Environment Committee Report: LeRoy Stoner, Chair 

The report is attached. 
 

6. Student Association Report: Ryan Sorenson, President 

The report is attached. 
 

Discussion took place on the student perspective of the budget proposal. Sorenson stated that students 

are concerned with how the cuts will affect their classes and tuition, though many are not informed on 

the matter.  
 

III. SENATE ROLL CALL 
Secretary of the University Trudy Turner reminded the Senate that the next Senate meeting will be held on 

March 12, 2015 and conducted the roll call for the Senate. There were 39 senators and Parliamentarian 

Richard Marcus present. A quorum of the Faculty Senate was present. 
 

IV. AUTOMATIC CONSENT 

1. The minutes of the January 29, 2015 Faculty Senate meeting were approved as distributed. 
 

V. CHANCELLOR’S REPORT  

1.   Document 2991, 01/29/15: UWM Faculty Senate Resolution Regarding the UW-System as a Public 

Authority. Sent to UWM Administration, 02/03/15. 
 

2. Document 2937, 01/29/15: Recommendation of the Academic Planning & Budget Committee to Transition 

the School of Continuing Education into a Non-Academic Unit. Sent to UWM Administration, 02/03/15. 
 

VI. SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS 

1.   Honorary Degrees.  A motion was made and seconded to go into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stats. 

19.85 (1) (c) and (f) to consider the qualifications of and balloting for four candidates nominated as 

recipients of an Honorary Degree. The motion was unanimously approved by voice vote, and closed 

session began at 4:27p.m. Honorary Degrees Committee Member Erica Young presented the ballots 

for the honorary degree candidates. 
 

A motion was made and seconded to rise from closed session. The motion was approved unanimously 

by voice vote. The committee reconvened into open session at 4:41p.m. 

VII. BUSINESS 

1. Report on the Athletic Department. Athletic Department Director Amanda Braun presented. The 

report can be found at the following link: http://bit.ly/1Ey84e0. 
 

Discussion ensued on the evaluation of couches; the postseason ban of the men’s basketball team 

based on academic performance; and the percentage of the athletic department’s budget that comes 

from student fees, 50%.  
 

 

http://uwm.edu/ucnews/
http://bit.ly/1Ey84e0
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Secretary of the University Turner announced the results of the honorary degree vote. The honorary 

degree candidates received positive votes from the Faculty Senate and will be informed. 

 

2. Faculty Document 2988: Recommendation from the College of Nursing (CON) to Request Approval for 

Voting Privileges at CON Faculty and Staff Meetings for Instructional Academic Staff Members. A senator 

moved adoption of FD2988. The motion was seconded. CON Executive Committee Chairperson Teresa 

Johnson presented the document. 
 

Discussion took place on the treatment of academic staff as faculty; their inability to vote or participate in 

executive committee matters; their qualifications and research and/or clinical background; and the historical 

precedent and established rules of allowing academic staff members to vote in faculty meetings. 
 

FD2988 was approved: 17-Yes; 6-No; 0-Abstain 
 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None. 
 

IX. GENERAL GOOD AND WELFARE – None. 
 

X.  ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 
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Report to the Faculty Senate 

Thursday, February 19, 2015 
 

 

University Committee (UC) – Mark D. Schwartz, Chair 
 

1.  The UC has been providing information about the Budget Proposal and its implication, including a recently 

added PowerPoint summary on our UCNews.uwm.edu web site.  We will continue to do so.  We want to 

particularly recognize today the heroic efforts of UC member Lane Hall, who has kept our web site up-to-date, 

despite the ever increasing volume of information generated over the last month. 
 

2.  As UW-Milwaukee Faculty Representative, I attended the Board of Regents meeting on February 5th and 6th, 

and will again plan to be in Madison for the next Board of Regents meeting on March 5th, which will be 

followed by our regular Faculty Reps. meeting on March 6th. 
 

3.  Working with the Faculty Reps. across the System, the UC has been contributing toward sending a strong 

and coherent message to the Board of Regents that we want them to affirm in Board Policy all of the current 

provisions of Chapter 36 as soon as possible.  We have been told by President Cross that they plan to do this, 

but probably not until the April Board meeting, but we are going to continue pushing for it to be done at the 

March 5th meeting. 
 

4.  There is one last matter that I and my UC colleagues feel is important to read into the minutes of this Senate 

Meeting, and thus be permanently recorded.  It is clear that few (if any) of us thought that we would see the day 

when Chapter 36, along with its establishment of shared governance authority, would be repealed.  Yet that day 

may be coming soon.  The reason we cherish shared governance is because it embodies a synergistic merging of 

the democratic principles on which this country was founded, with the rigors and procedures of the academy.  

Further, we fully believe that The University of Wisconsin-System and its constituent campuses are the envy of 

the nation in terms of academic quality and reputation because of our shared governance practices.  

Nevertheless, despite this ominous development, we need to remember that it is NOT a legal document or 

policy that creates shared governance, but our individual and collective commitment to practicing it.  If we 

chose to do so, we are in full control of how we conduct ourselves.  Therefore, just for a moment, let us imagine 

all the individuals that make up the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and collect them together in one place.  

Faculty Senators, along with the rest of faculty governance, and the entire faculty; Academic Staff governance 

and through them the entire Academic Staff; Classified Staff Governance and through them all Classified Staff; 

Student Governance and all of our students; and lastly the Chancellor, Provost, Deans, and through them all 

administrators.  Now imagine this group saying together in one voice:  WE ARE UW-MILWAUKEE; WE 

DECIDE HOW WE FUNCTION; WE COMMIT OURSELVES TO INDIVIDUALLY AND 

COLLECTIVELY PRACTICING THE PRINCIPLES OF SHARED GOVERNANCE FOREVER. 
 

 

Physical Environment Committee (PEC) – LeRoy Stoner, Chair 
 

The Physical Environment Committee has met twice since my last report, January 21 and February 18, 2015 to 

conduct routine business.  At the January meeting the Parking and Transit 2015-16 Subcommittee, presented the 

budget for PEC approval. 
 

(The document is available at: https://www4.uwm.edu/secu/faculty/standing/pec/agendas/14-15/index.cfm 

under 17 December Agenda attachments). 
 

After discussion, the committee acted as follows: 

Moved by the Transportation Subcommittee to approve the Parking and Transit Budget as presented. 

Motion passed 13,1,0. 
 

Also at the January meeting the Campus Parking and Transportation Study was received.  The study is available 

https://www4.uwm.edu/secu/faculty/standing/pec/agendas/14-15/index.cfm
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at: http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/faculty/standing/pec/agendas/14-15/index.cfm under 17 December Agenda 

attachments.  After discussion, the committee acted as follows: 

Moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to receive the Parking and Transit Study and 

recommendations and require at least an annual progress report by the Parking and Transit 

Subcommittee to the PEC at the time of the annual Parking and Transit budget presentation. 

At the February 18 meeting yesterday, the committee heard a report from consultants Engberg-

Anderson/Cannon Design describing progress on UWM Student Union Pre-Design Study. 
 

Reports were also heard from Kate Nelson on the Pathway Development Project in the NE Quad and an update 

from Geoff Hurtado on requests before the Campus Space Committee. 
 

 

Student Association (SA) - Ryan Sorenson, President 
 

We are currently working a resolution regarding students concerns with the state budget proposal. 

Two weeks ago, I and other UW Student Presidents were in La Crosse for a UW System Student Representative 

meeting. We discussed our concerns with State rep Jill Billings and Student Regent Anicka Purath. 

We also are starting The Better UW Initiative. This is a part of our outreach campaign to inform and get student 

involved. www.uwreps.com/better-uw.html 

We are starting the election process. Nominations are open until next week Friday. We are trying to get as many 

people as we can to run in the election. Encourage any student you many know to run for a senate position.  

 

 

 

 

http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/faculty/standing/pec/agendas/14-15/index.cfm

