
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
Scandinavian Studies Certificate Program 
 

Welcome to German 115-002!! 
 

Naked Emperors and Ugly Ducklings 
The Fairytales of HC Andersen 

 
MW 12.30-1.45  

 
Instructor: Veronica Lundbäck 
 
Office:  Curtin Hall 896 
 
Phone:  (414) 229-4547 
 
E-mail:  lundback@uwm.edu 
 
Office hours: Monday and Thursday 10-11 and and by appointment 
 

Required texts:  
 
Avail iable at the UWM Bookstore 
 
Hans Christian Andersen: The Complete Stories and Tales. Translated by Christian 
Haugaard (H) 
 
Additional material  provided by your instructor ( in D2L) 

 

Course Overview 

This course will provide you with a basic knowledge of Scandinavian culture in the 19th 
century (as well as today) and of Hans Christian Andersen’s life and art. H C Andersen is a 
wonderful entertaining storyteller and his fairytales have been read and told to children all 
over the world for almost two centuries. They have been translated into around 100 
languages.  However, are they really children’s literature? Throughout this course we will 
attempt to look at Andersen’s fairytales from an adult perspective and we will discuss the 
given texts in a bibliographic, social or artistic context. Andersen is in fact not a sweetly 
amiable, pleasant, sentimentally naïve, and childlike storyteller. He can pretend to be all 



that, but the best of his tales have a sting; they are humorous, but darkly so; and they probe 
into moral and existential issues that remain with us. Andersen loved to tell stories to 
children, but loathed the reputation that he was only a children’s author. His stories 
explore the human soul and deal with its complexity – Do not expect simplicity, but quite 
the opposite  

Class week 
 
Our week starts on Monday at 8am, and ends on Sunday at 11.59pm 

 
Course work expectations 
During the semester you can expect to dedicate a minimum of 9 hours to this class.  Please 
note that these times are estimations, some students may need more time to complete their 
work. You may not spend as much time on writing assignments every week as when the 
deadline is drawing nearer. Work steadily throughout the semester, try to manage your 
time and don’t procrastinate.  
 
Semester credit  hours     144 
 
Weekly Breakdown 

 
In class learning activities   3 hours    
Preparation     3 hours 
Study guides     1 hour 
Writing Assignment s   1 hour 
Self evaluations    0,5 hours 

 
 
Course objectives: 
 
After this course you wil l  be able to: 
 

• Identify and compare/contrast central concepts in Scandinavian culture. 
 

• Identify and evaluate notions about Scandinavians – those held by the world and 
those held by the Scandinavians themselves.  

 
• Analyze and demonstrate comprehension of complex issues for which there are no 

right/wrong answers 
 

• Construct and write clear logical arguments that show insight and thoughtfulness 
 

• Reflect on and respond to others’ arguments 

 



• Synthesize original thought with primary (and secondary) sources 
 

• Demonstrate critical thinking, analysis and evaluation 
 

• Present your analysis in both oral and written form.   
 

• Begin to develop a sense of self as a learner  
 

 

 
Policies 
 
If you need special accommodations in order to meet any of the requirements of this 
course, please contact the instructor as soon as possible. In addition, if you have any 
questions or concerns regarding the requirements of this course, including what is expected 
of you in class, i.e.  Participation, homework, tests, or anything else, discuss this with you 
instructor as soon as possible. You are responsible for reading this syllabus thoroughly and 
understanding the requirements and assessment measures for this course. 
 
The Department of Foreign Languages and Linguistics intends to comply with the UWM 
policy on Academic Dishonesty and the Students with Disabilities Act. Copying or cheating 
may result in a failing or lowered grade, either for the entire course or a specific 
assignment. Please see you instructor with any questions. For additional university policies, 
see Appendix C, section B7 in the schedule of classes. Students have certain rights to file 
appeals of grievances. Documents that outline these rights and describe the grievance 
procedure in the College of Letters and Science are on file in the Department of Foreign 
Languages and Linguistics in Curtin 829.	  Or you can use the following link to the Secretary 
of the University Web site that contains the University policies 
http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/SecU/SyllabusLinks.pdf: 
 
Regular attendance is expected, i.e. coming to class and participating in in class 
learning activites,  andchecking e-mail and the newsfeed regularly (at least 4 times a week). 
Documented medical absences and religious days of obligation will be excused. Other 
absences will be excused at the discretion of your instructor.  Be prepared to show 
documentation in a timely fashion. Absences wil l  affect your f inal grade! Your final 
grade will decrease by one percentage point per unexcused absence in addition to the 
participation points you lose from not being in class. Contact your instructor as soon as 
possible (preferably before) if you have a legitimate reason for missing deadlines. Treat this 
class as a job. Please know that absences do not excuse you from  
 
1) turning in assignments due on the day of your absence;  
2) knowing about assignments given during your absence.  
 
Be sure to follow up immediately, either with your instructor or your classmates. Please 
know that any gaps in communication are yours and not the instructor’s to resolve. 



Missing an assignment due to absence may result in a point/grade reduction or a zero 
score. Your instructor will show good will if it seems reasonable, but you cannot expect not 
to suffer any penalties.  

 
Assessment and Evaluation 
 

Preparation (20%) 
 
Content quizzes and study guides 
 
Preparation consists of assigned readings and familiarity with the content that you are 
expected to work with in class.  
 

• Read all assigned texts for each class.  You need to be familiar with the 
content that you are expected to work with in class.  If you are not 
prepared for class you have no way of participating – and will 
miss points.  
 

• Complete the Study guides for each class. These guides contains  
questions or concepts to consider while reading for each module – all 
posted in D2L. These are meant to help focus your reading and can be 
done in note form – or more extensively if that is what you prefer.   These 
questions can serve as your reading notes (you will get a full score if you 
show effort and hand them in) 

 
 
 

Active Participation in class learning activi t ies  
(30 %) 
 
Participation is based on your willingness to volunteer in class and answer questions when 
called on, to work with a partner or in a group, and to show respect to your classmates and 
instructor. This includes paying attention in class and coming on time. You will also be 
asked to do small presentations of a story or a theme during the course of the semester. If 
you have any questions regarding the Participation grade criteria, please talk to you 
instructor as soon as possible.  
 

 
You are expected to actively participate in the class learning activities 
and discussions each class.  Participation and quality of contributions will be 
factored into your participation grade. Just showing up is not enough.  Your 
reflections in your self-assessment evaluations will also be factored in.    

 



Discussions/class learning activities will be graded according to 
the following guidelines. These are outlined in more detail under 

“rubrics” in “content” in D2L 
 
 

You have contributed  intellectually stimulating and intelligent 
comments that have generated further discussion.  

95-100 A 

You have contributed an intellectually stimulating and intelligent 
comment on most aspects of the readings, and it has generated 
discussion. 

90-94 A -  

You have made thoughtful comments on some aspects of the 
reading. There is room for further contribution, however.  

85-89 B  

You have made comments on some of the readings, but there is 
room for further analysis.  

80-84 B -  

You have made cursory comments on all aspects of the readings and 
demonstrate a basic understanding of concepts.  

75-79 C  

You have made cursory comments on some aspects of the readings 
and demonstrate a basic understanding of concepts.  

70-74 C -  

You have commented on aspects of the reading but your comments 
give evidence that you have not understood them and are unable to 
make a constructive contribution to the discussion.  

65-69 D  

You have commented on the readings but you have not understood 
them and are unable to make a constructive contribution to the 
discussion.  

60-64 D -  

You have not participated in the discussions at all.  59 and ↓  
 
Use D2L as your class bulletin board (there are forums for general 
questions you may have about the course – and a social forum as well) Please feel 
free to post any questions you have in connection to readings and/or homework 
and would like to discuss with your classmates, mentor or instructor outside of 
class.  Of course you can also contact your instructor with questions at 
any time – either in person, by phone or e-mail.   
 
 

Homework assignments (20 %) 
 
Completion of homework assignments on time is expected. No late homework 
accepted! The assigned homework can be a reaction paper or analysis of a text/topic. A 
reaction paper should capture the essentials you the texts you have read and be something 
that is of particular interest to you. It must be connected to the theme of the week, and 
show your understanding of it.  In other words – you need to analyze the text and write 
about your findings.  Remember to try to focus on one aspect and not trying to write about 
everything at once. The length should be approximately 700 words, typed and double-
spaced.  

 
Please note that written homework assignments must be posted in the 
assigned dropbox no later than midnight at the end of the day it is 
due.  
 



Tests  (20 %) 
 
You will write two tests, each worth 10% of your final grade, during the course of the 
semester.  
 

Self -assessment evaluations (10 %) 
 
Throughout the semester (4 times) You will be aksed to reflect on your participation in in-
class learning activities, as well as on your learning experience.  
 

• Reflections about your learning experience., how you did on the 
readings and discussion (is there anything you particularly enjoyed or 
found interesting? Did you learn something about yourself and how you 
learn? What went well?– what can you do better next week?) And what are 
your goals .  

• What were your thoughts about the subject before you started 
reading the texts? What questions did the text raise for you?  

• What are your thoughts/beliefs about the subject now?   

• What insights do you have now that you didn’t have before you read 
the texts? 

 
Assessment evaluation 
summary 

Grade Curve 

Preparation and Participation   50 % 
 
Homework Assignments            20 % 
 
Tests                                           20 % 
 
Self evaluations                           10 % 

A+                         98-100 
A                           93-97 
A-                          92-90 
B+                         88-89 
B                           83-87 
B-                          80-82 
C+                         78-79 
C                           73-77 
C-                          70-72 
D+                         68-69 
D                           63-67 
D-                          60-62 
F                            59 and below 
 

Please note that A+ wil l  not be given as a f inal grade 
 



Syllabus  

Date Topic Texts Notes 
W 1/23 Introduction Syllabus 

Getting to know each other 
Critical thinking and interpreting 
activities 
 

 

 Andersen’s Life,  
Times and Artist ic 
Career 

  

M 1/28 Close reading activities The Fact Sheet and Andersen’s 
life ® 
The Emperor’s New Clothes (H 
77) 

 

W 1/30 Close reading activities The Ugly Duckling (H 216) 
 

 

Sunday  
2/3 

Self  evaluation 
handed in 

First two week participation and 
experience 

 

 Andersen and 
Folklore 

  

M 2/4 Approaches to the study of 
tales 
 

The Pancake house D2L 
Snow White D2L 
The little Kitchen Maid D2L 
Children’s Prattle (H 630)  

 

W 2/6 The magic tale The Traveling Companion (H 
40) 
The Companion ® 
The Eleven Swans (W) 
The Wild Swans (H 117) 

 

 Andersen and the 
Folktale 

  

M 2/11 The fabliaux Clod Hans (H 479)  
What Father does is Always 
Right (H 713) 

 

W 2/13  Little Claus and Big Claus (H 8) 
The Dying Child ® 

 

 Andersen as an Artist    
M 2/18  The Daisy (H 108)  
W 2/20  The Princess on the Pea (H 20) 

Little Ida’s Flowers (H 22) 
 

    
 Dreams and Il lusions   

M 2/25 Translations of Andersen Splash! ® 
The Tinderbox (H 1) 

 



The Prince and the Merman 
D2L  
The Merman D2L 
The Little Mermaid (H 57) 

W 2/27  The Garden of Eden (H 132)  
Sunday 

3/3 
Self  evaluation 
handed in 

  

 Romanticism: Tales of 
quests 

  

M 3/4 – the search for knowledge and 
happiness 

The Angel (H 200) 
The Comet (H 978) 
The Hill of Elves (H 282) 

 

W 3/6  The Snow Queen H (234) 
Inchelina (H 29) 
The Talisman (H 550) 

 

Sunday 
3/10 

Assignment 1 
Due  

Reaction paper on the l i t t le 
Mermaid or the Garden of 
Eden 

 

 Love – Tales of 
Lovers 

  

M 3/11 Anderson and the gender roles 
of society 

The Naughty Boy (H 38) 
The Snowman (H 718) 
The Pact of Friendship (H 167) 

 

T 3/13  The Sweethearts (H 213) 
The Collar (H 366) 
The Butterfly (H 782) 
The Swineherd (H 193) 

 

3/18-
3/24 

SPRING BREAK NO CLASS  

 Social  Crit icism    

M 3/25 Midterm exam   
W3/27 Criticism of the class stratified 

society 
A melancholy Dane ® 
The Icemaiden (H 735) 
Ib and little Christina (H 469) 

 

 The Nature of Love 
and Obsession 

  

M 4/1 – the trapped mind A Bachelor goes a-wooing ® 
Under the Willow Tree (H 431) 
The Dung Beetle (H 705) 
Steadfast Tin Soldier (H 112) 

 

W 4/3  What the Wind Told… (H 595) 
The Old House (H 346) 

 

Sunday 
4/7 

Self  evaluation   



handed in 
    
 The World is 

Changing 
  

M 4/8 – Changing views in Western 
Culture 

The Darning Needle (H 271) 
Shepherdess …. (H 297) 
The Janitor’s Son (H 865) 
The Great Sea Serpent (H 1006) 
The Millenium (H 428) 

 

W 4/10  The Old Streetlamp (H 313) 
The Wood Nymph (H 934) 
A Question of Imagination (H 
971) 
The Candles (H 992) 
The little Match Girl (H 306) 

 

 Crit ic and Observer   
M 4/15 Tales of artists. Andersen’s 

problematic relationship to his 
art.  

She was no good (H 452) 
Everything in its right place (H 
416) 
The Watchman…. (H 614) 

  

W 4/17  A Drop of Water (H 354) 
In the Duck yard (H 723) 
A Happy Disposition (H 410) 

 

 Assignment 2 
Due on Sunday 4/21 

Reaction paper on either 
love and obsession – or 
change 

 

 The Plight of the 
Artist  

  

M 4/22 Andersen and Religion - Tales 
of Belief and Lack of Belief 

Something (H 539) 
The Gardener and … (H 1015) 
The Pen and the Inkwell (H 
639) 

 

W 4/24  The old Gravestone (H 383) 
The Nightingale (H 203) 

 

 Shadow and Torment   
M 4/29 Tales of Mortality The Shadow (H 334) 

Professor and the Flea (H 1022) 
 

W 5/1  The Flying Trunk (H 145) 
Psyche (H 785) 
Lovely (H 650) 

 

Sunday 
5/5 

Self  evaluation 
handed in 

  

 What’s on the other 
side? 

  



M 5/6 The past and the future The Will-o-wisps (H 799) 
The Angel (H 200) 
The Old Oak Tree’s .. (H 545) 
On the Last Day (H 401) 
The Red Shoes (H 289) 
The Bell (H 275) 
 

 

W 5/8 Farewell  my l i fe – 
farewell  my readers 
Andersen’s Death 

The Evil King (H 592) 
The Dead Child (H 642) 
Auntie Toothache (H 1058) 
The Story Old Johanna Told (H 
1026) 
 

 

5/16 FINAL EXAM 12.30-2.30  
5/18 All revised assignments 

should be handed in  
  

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS SYLLABUS MAY 
CHANGE AT ANY TIME!!!  

 


