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College of Health Professions and Sciences  
Joseph J. Zilber College of Public Health  

PREPARING to APPLY for ADMISSION to BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN KINESIOLOGY/ 
DOCTORATE OF PHYSICAL THERAPY ACCELERATED PROGRAM  

  

 

OVERVIEW  
The accelerated program would consist of three years (six semesters) of undergraduate study in Kinesiology 
and eight semesters of graduate study in the DPT program. The DPT program at UWM has the strategic objective 
to increase the diversity of the physical therapy profession. One major barrier to graduate study is cost. An 
accelerated BSK/DPT degree will significantly decrease tuition costs for these students and, by partnering with 
the Zilber College of Public Health, we can offer a cost-effective undergraduate and graduate education for 
students. The accelerated BSK/DPT would provide high achieving students a pathway to begin their professional 
physical therapy education earlier, and therefore being able to enter the workforce earlier. Students would have 
a direct pathway from their bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology to their clinical physical therapy doctorate.  

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Freshman admission  
There are no additional program admission requirements for incoming freshman or international students.  

Undergraduate Phase Admission (KIN)  
Students are directly admitted to the Kinesiology portion of the accelerated program when admitted to UWM.  

Professional Phase Admission (DPT)  
 

Important dates: 
Application open date: April 15th 
Application close date: June 15th 
Decision: August 15th 
 
Admission to the Graduate School and the professional phase of the Doctor of Physical Therapy program is 
selective and occurs by August 15th the summer between sophomore and junior year with a start date in the 
program of May the following year. Based on the DPT Program’s accreditation, each cohort cannot exceed 36 
students, thus no more than 36 students can be accepted via this accelerated mechanism per year. Meeting 
the requirements outlined below does not guarantee admission into the DPT Program. The DPT Program 
Admissions and Academic Standards Committee will use the same holistic rubric for these candidates as is 
applied to other candidates in the typical admissions cycle taking into consideration the quality of essays and 
lived experiences, authentic commitment to research/leadership/community service, academic performance, 
and the strength of the letters of reference. To be considered for admission to the professional phase of the 
accelerated program students must meet the following requirements:  

• Essays as indicated in the application package 
• Overall GPA: 3.3 (and offer would be contingent on maintaining GPA over junior year) 
• Pre-req GPA: 3.3 (and no lower than a B in any pre-req, including those taken in the junior year) 
• BIOSCI 150: General Biology (4 cr with lab) 
• BIOSCI 202: Human Anatomy (4 cr. with lab) 
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• BIOSCI 203: Human Physiology (4 cr. with lab) 
• CHEM 102: Chemistry I (4 cr. with lab) 
• CHEM 104: Chemistry II (4 cr. with lab) 
• PHYS 120+121: Physics I (4 cr. with lab) 
• PHYS 122+123: Physics II (4 cr. with lab) 
• Psychology – any course is allowed (3 cr.) 
• KIN 270: Statistics (3 cr.) 
• 15 hours / year of service, leadership, research and/or clinical experience (30 hours total) 
• An academic and a 

professional letter of reference 

Special considerations for these applicants include:  
• AP classes need to meet UWM requirements to be accepted for pre-requisites 
• NO GRE would be required 
• Students will apply directly to the Program and will not apply through PTCAS (a centralized 

admissions website used for the typical admissions window) 

• Application to the Graduate School will be completed following an affirmative decision by the DPT 
Program Admissions and Academic Standards Committee in the spring of their junior year 

Students Not Accepted into the Professional Phase  

Students who are not selected for the accelerated Doctor of Physical Therapy professional phase by August 
15th the summer between sophomore and junior year or don't meet expectations during their junior year (3.3 
overall and pre-requisite GPA, B or better in pre-requisite courses,  
service/leadership/research/clinical experiences), would be able to complete their BSK degree at UWM and 
apply to the UWM DPT program in the regular cycle via PTCAS.  

Specific situations for BSK degree completion for a student who is not accepted into the program, 
dismissed from the BSK/DPT accelerated program, or elects to leave the professional phase of the Doctor 
of Physical Therapy training program are listed below in the table.  

Table 1. Possible G level classes completed as graduate student, backward-shared towards BS Kinesiology  

UW-Milwaukee DPT Courses  
DPT 

Course  
Reverse transfer to BSK to fulfill 

requirement  
Credits 
towards  

BSK  

PT 720: Human Anatomy  6  Advanced Level (KIN 500-599)  6  
PT 721: Medical Physiology I  3  

Upper level (KIN 300-599)  

33  

3  
PT 700: Introduction to Physical Therapy 
Practice & Examination Techniques  3  Upper level (KIN 300-599)  3  

PT 701: Introduction to the Physical Therapy  
Exam  5  Upper level (KIN 300-599)  5  

PT 723: Exercise Physiology  3  Elective Credit  3  
PT 740: Biomechanics / Kinesiology of 
Human Movement  4  Elective Credit  4  

PT 731: Professional Development 1  
PT 732: Professional Development 2  

1  
2  KIN 400: Ethics & Values  3  

  TOTAL REVERSE TRANSFER   27  
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CURRICULUM  

Table 2: Curriculum plan for the undergraduate years of the accelerated BS in Kinesiology / Doctor of 
Physical Therapy  

F RESHMAN   

Fall   Spring  

Course   Credits  Course  Credits  

KIN 200  Introduction to 
Kinesiology  

3  KIN 220  Anatomical Kinesiology  3  

KIN 230  Health Aspects 
Exerc./Nutr.  

3  BIO SCI 
203  

Anatomy & Physiology II  4  

ENGLIS H 
102  College Writing / Research  

3  KIN 270  Statistics in Health Professions  3  

MATH  
105  Intermediate Algebra  3  TherRec 

103  
Life Balance: An Understanding  3  

BIO SCI 
202  Anatomy & Physiology I  4  GER  Cultural Diversity & Arts  3  

  Total  16    Total  16  
 SOPHOMORE   

 Fall  Spring   

Course   Credits  Course    Credits  

NUTR  Nutritional Sciences 
course  

3  CHEM  
102  

General Chemistry  5  

FITWEL L  100+ requirement  1  PH 101   Introduction to Public Health  3  

KIN 330  Exercise Physiology  4  KIN 320  Biomechanics  3  
ENGLIS 
H 207  

Health Science Writing  3  KIN 350  Psych Aspects of Sport/Exercise  3  

CHEM  
100  

Chemical Science  4  FITWEL 
L  

100+ requirement  1  

  Total  15    Total  15  
 Summer between sophomore and junior year- notified of admission  

JUNIOR  
 

 Fall  Spring   

Course    Credits  Course    Credits  
CHEM  
104  

General Chemistry  5  KIN 361  Principles of Motor Learning  3  

PHYSIC 
S 120  

Physics I  4  PHYSIC 
S 122  

Physics II  4  

PHYSIC 
S 121  

Physics I Lab  1  PHYSIC 
S 123  

Physics II Lab  1  

KIN 360  Motor Development  3  BIO SCI 
150  

Bio Sci I  4  

GER  Humanities  3  KIN 351  Soc. Aspects of Health/Mvmnt.  3  
      FITWEL 

L  
200+ requirement  1  
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  Total  16    Total  16  
  
  

Table 3 Curriculum plan for the professional phase of the accelerated BS in Kinesiology / Doctor of 
Physical Therapy  

*Graduate level courses that will be counted backwards towards BS Kinesiology   
  

Course 
Number  

Contact 
Hours  Course Title  

   
Credits  

   YEAR 1   

   Summer I   

    PT 720*  120  Human Anatomy   6  

PT 700*  80    Introduction to Physical Therapy Practice Examination Technique  3  
PT 721*  45  Medical Physiology I  3  
PT 731*  15  Professional Development 1  1  

         13  
  Fall I   

PT 740*  75  Biomechanics/Kinesiology of Human Movement  4  
   PT 701*         120    Clinical Foundations of the Physical Therapy Examination  5  

PT 732*  30  Professional Development 2  2  
PT 723*  45  Physiological Regulation of Exertion and Exercise  3  

         14  
  UWinteriM I   

PT 704  30  Physical Agents  2  
       TOTAL  2  

  
  Spring I   

PT 750  45  Neuroanatomy  3  
PT 702  120  Scientific Principles of Interventions  5  
PT 722  45  Medical Physiology II  3  
PT 716  15  Clinical Radiology  1  
PT 733  30  Professional Development 3  2  

         14  
  YEAR 2   

  Summer II   

PT 821  45  Integument System  2  
PT 844  60  Musculoskeletal: Upper Quarter  4  
PT 751  45  Motor Behavior  3  
PT 707  30  Innovation & Inquiry  2  
PT 734  15  Professional Development 4  1  

         12  
  Fall II   

PT 820  45  Cardiopulmonary Evaluation and Treatment  3  
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PT 845  60  Musculoskeletal: Lower Quarter  4  
PT 850  90  Neuromuscular: Adult  4  
PRPP 553  45  Psych Considerations for Optimizing Health & Performance  3  
PT 709a  30  Research Practicum  2  

         16  
  UWinteriM II   

PT 881  240  Clinical Practice 1 (6 weeks)  3  
         3  
  Spring II   

PT 711  45  Health/Wellness in PT  2  
PT 709b  30  Research Practicum  2  
PT 852  90  Neuromuscular: Pediatric  4  
PT 735  90  Advanced Clinical Reasoning  4  

         12  
  YEAR 3   

  Summer III   
(shift start/end dates)  

 

PT 980  480  Clinical Practice 2 (12 weeks) + Clinical Capstone A  10  
           
  Fall III    

PT 981  480  Clinical Practice 3 (12 weeks) + Clinical Capstone B   10  

          10  

        TOTAL  10 
6  

  
ADVISING FOR PROSPECTIVE PHYSICAL THERAPY APPLICANTS  

Prospective applicants who have questions about pursuing the accelerated kinesiology/physical therapy are 
encouraged to seek advising from the College of Health Professions and Sciences Office of Student Affairs 
by calling 414-229-2758. Prospective applicants are encouraged to carefully review the UWM Accelerated 
Kinesiology/DPT program website and the entirety of this packet prior to scheduling an advising 
appointment.  Questions may also be directed to pt-program@uwm.edu.  


