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Goals

•Bridge academia and practice

•Train the next generation of public 
health practitioners
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Learning Objectives

• List benefits of precepting

• Distinguish the Integrative and Field Experience Courses

• Describe the process for matching with a student and preparing for a 
Field Experience

• Explain the purpose and process of writing the Learning Agreement

• Understand the preceptor's role during the Field Experience

• Describe the steps for concluding the Field Experience

• List preceptor resources

• Identify other opportunities for student engagement



Benefits of Precepting

• Experience with supervision and mentoring

• Explore academic/practice connections; develop new 
partners

• Support the education of future public health 
professionals

• Capacity to complete existing or sidelined projects

• Enhance your organization's visibility in the public 
health community



Integrative and Field Experience Courses

• Integrative Experience= BSPH students (Fall & Spring)

• Field Experience= MPH students (Fall, Spring, Summer)
oBiostatistics

oCommunity and Behavioral Health Promotion

oEnvironmental Health Sciences

oEpidemiology

oPublic Health Policy

oNutrition & Dietetics



Integrative and Field Experience Courses 
Continued

• Integrative Experience= 120 hours, 1 deliverable

•Field Experience = 240 hours, 2 deliverables
oOption to spread hours over two semesters



Field Experience Team

Supports the student and preceptor throughout the project 
duration:

• Elise Papke, Assistant Dean, Accreditation Assessment and 
Community Engagement

• Julia Alberth, Community Engagement Coordinator

• Course Instructor

• Faculty Advisor



Course Objectives

• Resume development

• Mock interviews

• Leadership

• Negotiation

• Interprofessional Education

• Reflection writing



Placement Site Requirements

• Has population health focus with activities that facilitate 
development of public health skills

• Provides workspace and resources as appropriate for 
project

• Provides a preceptor to oversee student work

• May be in-person, hybrid, and remote in WI and 
beyond!



Preceptor Requirements

• Have a breadth of knowledge and experience in 
population health evidenced by an MPH or an advanced 
degree in a related field or substantial professional 
experience

• Be interested in and feel comfortable providing support 
and mentorship to students

• Be an employee of the placement site



Process for Matching with a 
Student and Preparing for a Field 
Experience



and preparing for a Field Experience



Project Form

• Submit annually to be 
potentially matched with a 
student!

• Fillable form on the Field 
Experience website

• Students may also reach out to 
organizations that have not 
submitted a project



Project Examples

• Social media campaign

• Program evaluation

• Surveys and assessments

• Data entry, collection, and analysis

• Annual report assistance

• Policy briefs

• Infographic, brochures, flyers

• Literature review and more...



Process Map



Planning Meeting

•Attendees: Community Engagement Coordinator, 
Preceptor, Student

•Discussion Topics:
oProject description and intended deliverables

oRough project timeline

oProject work site and resources

oQuestions regarding the Learning Agreement



Process Map Image Again



Learning Agreement

• Contract between student, preceptor, and Field 
Experience team

• Roadmap to guide project progress throughout 
semester

• Includes: project description and deliverables, timeline, 
work site and resource details, IRB approval (if 
necessary)

• Living document, not carved in stone!



Learning Agreement Competencies

• Students write activities for mastering 
required and chosen competencies

• Set by the Council on Education for 
Public Health (CEPH)

• Professional preparation in the core 
public health competencies



Signing the Learning Agreement

• Encourage students to allot at least 4 weeks for the 
signing process

• Students revise the Learning Agreement upon receiving 
feedback

• Signers: Student, Faculty Advisor, Preceptor, & Course 
Instructor

• Student must finalize all signatures before the start of the 
Field Experience



Preceptor Role

• Work with student to develop a project plan that meets 
the course criteria

• Facilitate successful learning experience

• Provide ongoing supervision and mentoring (1-hour 
weekly check-ins and accessible for questions and 
support)

• Attend a mid-semester preceptor check-in



Preceptor Role Continued

•Review work products and provide feedback

•Raise any concerns during the placement not 
resolved with student

• Facilitate successful completion of the project 
plan



Student Role

• Apply learning from coursework in practice setting

• Receive mentorship from an experienced public health 
professional

• Obtain new skills and demonstrate attainment of public health 
competencies

• Maintain communication with preceptor and Field Experience 
team

• Refine career interests and expand their networks

• Make an impact on their placement site



End of the Field Experience

• Complete the Preceptor 
Evaluation

• Attend the annual 
Preceptor Luncheon

• Re-submit the Project 
Form



Capstone Projects

• MPH students complete in (Fall, Spring)

• Students apply acquired public health knowledge, experience, 
and competencies in developing a public health project that 
demonstrates readiness for professional practice

• Some students choose to continue working with their Field 
Experience placement site

• More student independence



What if I don't get matched with a 
student?

• Not all projects that are submitted will result in being matched 
with a student.

• The Community Engagement Coordinator will let project 
submitters know when all students in a given semester have 
matched.

• You are always invited to submit another project for the next 
semester.



Other Opportunities for Student 
Engagement

• Volunteer to be a mock interviewer

• Reach out if you are interested in being a guest lecturer

• PHSA collaboration for preparedness or planning 
volunteer activities



Preceptor Resources

• Field Experience Website

• Preceptor Handbook

• Project Form Submission

• Preceptor Orientation Video

• Email me anytime at zcph-communityengagement@uwm.edu


