
What is Sociology?
Sociology is the study of the social causes and 
consequences of human behavior. Sociologists 
investigate the structure of groups, organizations, 
and societies and how people interact within these 
contexts. Since all human behavior is social, the 
subject matter of sociology ranges widely, from the 
family to the anonymous crowd; from organized 
crime to organized religion; from inequality along 
the lines of race, gender, and social class to the shared 
beliefs of a common culture; and from the study of 
work to the study of sports.

Sociologists look beyond taken-for-granted views 
to find deeper, more illuminating understandings of 
social life. 

Why Study Sociology?

Human interdependence is at the heart of sociology.  
What you want and what you get from others, who 
you are, what you can do, what you must do, and how 
much pleasure and pain comes your way, all depend 
upon human relationships.  Every workplace, no 
matter the industry or location, relies on successful 
human relationships and interdependence. A greater 
understanding of how individuals and groups 
function is an invaluable skill for life and for a career.  
A leader who can analyze and assess situations, 
propose alternative solutions, and influence behavior 
has many career paths.

Students in sociology graduate with specific technical 
skills that are highly marketable. Sociology relies 
on data, statistics and research to form theories and 
draw conclusions.  Students in the sociology program 
learn how to process, analyze and synthesize large 
volumes of information in a logical and consistent 
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Current Students: Visit us in Bolton 714, call us at 414-
229-4388, or email sociology@uwm.edu

Not a UWM Student yet? Call our Admissions 
Counselor at 414-229-7711 or email let-sci@uwm.edu 

web: uwm.edu/sociology

Interested in This Major?

Sociology

manner using the latest software tools.

Careers In Sociology
People who get a BA 
in sociology are often 
employed in various 
research positions, 
especially those 
dealing with the 
implementation 
and evaluation 
of social 
programs, as well 
as in business, 
marketing 
and helping 
professions.  Career 
opportunities include: 
social research, business 
administration, marketing 
and market research, 
banking, counseling (family 
planning, career planning, 
substance abuse, etc.), 
community development, 
health services, journalism, 
group and recreation work, 
sales, teaching, human 
resources/personnel 
management, and social services. 

Where are Sociology majors working now?

(3 years out of college)

You’ll find our alumni working at places like:
• Greater Milwaukee Foundation 

• M magazine 

• Thrivent Financial

• National Labor Relations Board 

• American Dental Assoc.

• United Way of Greater Milwaukee 

• WI Dept. of Corrections

• Milwaukee Fair Housing Council

UWMilwLetSci
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Requirements For The Major
Sociology majors take a minimum of 30 credits in the 
discipline, at least 15 of them at the upper-level.  A 
minimum GPA of 2.5 is required for all coursework 
in the major.

Students can take a broad range of courses or develop 
a specialization in areas such as social inequality, 
law and society, the sociology of gender, or urban 
sociology.  Required courses include:

Course # Course Title

Sociol 261 Intro to Statistical Thinking in 
Sociology 

 Sociol 361 Research Methods in Sociology

Sociol 375 History of Sociological Theory

Sociol 376 Modern Sociological Theory

The remaining credits are chosen from an array of 
sociology courses on topics such as multiculturalism, 
aging, criminality, political sociology, and race relations.

Online Major
The courses required for the Sociology major are 
available in an online format as well. Students can 
complete their major requirements entirely online if 
desired, and it may be possible to complete most or 
all of the entire degree online. 

The only degree requirement not available online is 
foreign language. For students who still need foreign 
language, they can work with their to advisor explore 
alternative ways to obtain those credits. Most often, 
students either come to UWM for just those classes if 
they are located in the Milwaukee area, or they take 
the courses at a college near them and then transfer 
the credits back to UWM.
Requirements For The Minor
The minor in sociology requires 18 credits distributed 
as follows: 

Course # Course Title

Sociol 261 Intro to Statistical Thinking in 
Sociology 

 Sociol 361 Research Methods in Sociology

Sociol 375 History of Sociological Theory

Any two sociology electives at the 300 level or above, 
totaling at least 6 credits

3 elective credits at any level

Related Certificates
A certificate is similar to a minor in terms of 
requirements but is open to all students regardless 
of major and even to non-degree seeking students.  

Many working professionals seek certification to enhance 
their qualifications in the workplace.  

Certificates focus on a specific topic and involve courses that 
span numerous departments.  The following certificates are 
highly complementary to a sociology major:

• American Indian Studies
• Asian Studies
•  Childhood and Adolescence Studies 
• Comparative Ethnic Studies
• Cultures and Communities
•  Latin American and Caribbean Studies
•  Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Studies 
• Urban Studies

Financial Aid
Students are encouraged to explore all options for 
scholarships, private scholarships or college scholarships by 
contacting the Financial Aid Office and the College of Letters 
& Science Office of College Relations.  The department also 
has a scholarship fund from which grants may be awarded 
periodically.  Contact the department for more information 
on available funds specifically for sociology majors.

Faculty Teaching Interests
In keeping with the broad scope and diversity of sociology, we  
teach courses that cover a wide array of topics, such as:

• Biodiversity
• The body and social identity
• Change in health care and innovation in medical practice
• Continuity and change in attitudes, beliefs, and practices
• Crime, criminal justice, and deviance
• Family and intimate relationships
• Global and regional migration
• Population change
• Quantitative data analysis and research design
• Residential segregation
• Social determinants of health
• Social implications of technological innovation
• Social inequality
• Social influences on scientific knowledge and the law
• Social movements, social change, and policy
• Voting rights and citizenship 
• Work, employment and occupations
• The work-family interface
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High-achieving students will be invited to 
join Alpha Kappa Delta, the international 
sociology honor society.

Check out UWM Sociology on Facebook 
to connect with other students and community members with 
an interest in sociology. 

UWMilwLetSci



Sociology 4 Year Plan
Letters and ScienceCollege of

Sociology • 414-229-4388 • sociology@uwm.edu • uwm.edu/sociology

Degree Requirements (brief summary):

1. English Proficiency and UWM Oral and Written 
Communication (OWC) GER - English 102 (fulfills Part A) 
and one OWC-Part B course.

2. Math Proficiency, UWM Quantitative Literacy (QL) GER, 
and Formal Reasoning –  two courses can satisfy all three 
requirements. Some courses have prerequisites, however, 
so a student may end up taking more than two total classes 
depending on his/her placement test scores. Students will 
usually take Math 103, 105, or 108 AND three credits in 
either a 200-level or above math course, Philosophy 211, or 
an approved Letters & Science statistics course.

3. Foreign Language – 4 semesters of a single Foreign 
Language (or 3 semesters of one language and 2 semesters 
of another language)(May be satisfied through 4 years of a 
single Foreign Language in high school.)

4. L&S Humanities – 12 credits

5. L&S Social Sciences – 12 credits

6. L&S Natural Science – 12 credits including one laboratory

7. L&S International – 9 credits usually accomplished in 
conjunction with Humanities and/or Social Science courses

8. UWM Arts GER – 3 credits

9. UWM Cultural Diversity GER – 3 credits usually accomplished 
in conjunction with a Humanities or Social Science course

10. 120 credits including 90 credits in L&S and with 36 of the 90 
credits in L&S upper-level (numbered above 300) courses

11. Complete the Sociology major requirements

• 30 credits with at least 15 at the 300-level or above 
completed at UWM

• Sociol 261

• Sociol 361

• Sociol 375

• Sociol 376

• Sociology elective courses to add to 30 credits with at 
least 15 at the 300-level or above

Sample Four Year Plan:
There are hundreds of courses that satisfy various requirements  
and courses can count towards more than one requirement.   
For example, Sociology 101 counts as a social science and as 
a prerequisite to get into higher-level Sociology classes. (This 
sample assumes no high school Foreign Language was taken and 
that the student placed into college-level math and English.)

Semester 1 Semester 2

Year 1 English 101 English 102 (OWC-A)

Math 103 or 105 (QL-A) L&S Humanities/Cultural 
Diversity

1st semester Foreign 
Language

2nd semester Foreign 
Language

L&S Humanities L&S Natural Science

Sociol 101, 102 or 103 (SS) Arts GER

Year 2 OWC-B course L&S Social Science, not 
Sociology

3rd semester Foreign 
Language (Int’l)

4th semester Foreign 
Language (Int’l)

L&S Humanities L&S Social Science, not 
Sociol

L&S Natural Science with lab L&S Natural Science

Social elective (SS) Elective

Year 3 Sociol 261 (QL-B) (formal 
reasoning)

Sociol 361

L&S Natural Science Sociol 376

Sociol 375 Sociol upper-level

L&S upper-level L&S upper-level

Elective L&S Humanities/Int’l

Year 4 Sociol upper-level Sociol upper-level

Sociol upper-level Sociol elective

L&S upper-level L&S upper-level

Elective Elective

Elective Elective

(SS) Social Science GER

(Int’l) International

(OWC) Oral and Written Communication - Part A or B

(QL) Quantitative Literacy - Part A or B

This sample four-year plan shows just one possible pathway to earning a degree with this major in four years. This plan does not 
replace the advice of your advisor, and students are cautioned to meet regularly with their advisor to create a personalized plan 
that matches their particular circumstances. This plan also follows the degree requirements for students who began their college 
education in Fall of 2013 or later. If you started college prior to Fall of 2013, your degree requirements may be different.

Revised 11/15


	Sociology
	Sociology 4YP

