
Religious Studies At UWM
Religious studies is an interdisciplinary major that 
draws on courses from multiple departments to give 
students a broad understanding of the historical, 
cultural and philosophical principles of the world’s 
religions.  There is no sectarian program of instruction 
or advocacy for a particular religion.  

Classes are taken in history, anthropology, philosophy, 
political science, classics, and literature.  The curriculum 
provides students with a broad background in human 
existence and achievement, religious history, conflict, 
and social change.  Students can concentrate in an area 
of particular interest.

Is Religious Studies Right For Me?
Religious studies is not just for students planning 
to go on to become a priest, rabbi or minister.  The 
program provides excellent preparation for all careers 
that require critical thinking, logic, analysis and 
writing skills.  Because of the breadth of the subject 
matter, students graduate with a global perspective, an 
appreciation for different viewpoints and substantive 
knowledge about ethics and core belief systems of the 
past and present.

Like many liberal arts degrees, a major in religious 
studies is a pathway to a number of different careers, 
some of which require additional education.
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Current Students: Contact Senior Lecturer Meghan 
Murphy-lee at murphyle@uwm.edu

Not a UWM Student yet? Call our Admissions 
Counselor at 414-229-7711 or email let-sci@uwm.edu 

web: uwm.edu/religiousstudies

Interested in This Major?

Religious Studies

Our students have gone on to careers in:

The number of bachelor’s degrees conferred in religious 
studies nationwide has increased steadily over the last 30 years, 
according to the American Historical Association.  Students 
are recognizing that religious studies is flexible in terms of 
both course selection and careers after college, and they see the 
benefit of understanding root beliefs that underlie the politics, 
economies and cultures of our increasingly interconnected world.

Requirements Of The Major
Religious Studies majors complete 33 credits in the program, of 
which 6 credits are in core requirements and 27 in electives. 

Core requirements are:

Course # Course Title

ReligSt 395 
or
Hist 594

Seminar in the Study of Religion

Methods and Theory in the Historical Study of 
Religion

A capstone experience which can be a seminar, thesis, 
independent study, or research with religious study content

Religious Study 101 (Intro to World Religions) is not required 
but recommended for preparation for higher level coursework.

The remaining 27 credits are chosen from a list of electives, with 
at least 12 of those credits at the 300-level or higher. Students 

Students learn about the components of Buddhism, Christianity, 
Classical Greek and Roman religions, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, 
African and Native-American religions.  These diverse belief systems 
are studied not just for their influence over past generations but also 
to better understand their role in modern issues.

• Anthropology 
• Architecture 
• Art
• Business
• Community Outreach
• Counseling
• Economics
• Education
• Fundraising

• Human Resources
• Law
• Marketing
• Medicine
• Nursing
• Political Science
• Social Work
• Writing/Journalism

RSSOUWM
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must also take at least one class in each of three 
different religious traditions. The list of electives can be 
found on the Religious Studies web page. Courses will 
be found in these disciplines:

Study of the basic language of at least one religious 
tradition is also recommended.  Language courses 
in Arabic, Ancient Greek, Hebrew, and Latin above 
the third semester may count as  electives toward the 
religious studies major. Relevant languages depend on 
the student’s primary concentration in religious studies 
but potentially include Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, 
Korean, Ancient Greek, Latin, Hebrew, German, 
Spanish, French, Italian, Russian, or other languages 
with approval of the director. 

Campus Resources
UWM offers many resources that help students further 
explore religious and religion-related topics outside of 
the classroom.

The Religious Studies Student Organization (RSSO) 
helps promote the academic study of religion at UWM. 
The students try to present one speaker each semester. 
Some of the past speakers have addressed monotheism 
in ancient Egypt, biblical foundations of modern church 
building, The Dead Sea Scrolls and Islamic banking. 
The RSSO officers also have sponsored and arranged 
scholarships, conducted surveys for determining 
future classes of interest to the students and planned 
graduation ceremonies.

The Sam and Helen Stahl Center for Jewish Studies sponsors 
academic and community events such as guest lectures, 
conferences, workshops and seminars, and they foster research 
and teaching excellence in Jewish studies. 

The Center for International Education offers a range of 
services to the campus and community.  It facilitates study 
abroad opportunities and sponsors a number of conferences and 
seminars on global and international topics.

• African and African 
Diaspora Studies

• Anthropology

• Art History 

• Celtic Studies

• Classics

• Comparative 
Literature

• English

• Geography

• German

• Global Studies

• Greek

• Hebrew Studies

• History

• Jewish Studies

• Latin

• Philosophy

• Political Science

• Religious Studies

• Russian

• Sociology

• Women’s and 
Gender Studies

RSSOUWM

Religion is a major force in human history and modern actions.  We can 
see the effects of religion in:
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Religious Studies 4 Year Plan
Letters and ScienceCollege of

Religious Studies • murphyle@uwm.edu •uwm.edu/religiousstudies 

Revised 09/2018

Degree Requirements (brief summary):

1. English Proficiency and UWM Oral and Written 
Communication (OWC) GER - English 102 (fulfills Part A) 
and one OWC-Part B course.

2. Math Proficiency, UWM Quantitative Literacy (QL) GER, 
and Formal Reasoning –  two courses can satisfy all three 
requirements. Some courses have prerequisites, however, 
so a student may end up taking more than two total classes 
depending on his/her placement test scores. Students will 
usually take Math 103 or 105 AND three credits in either 
a 200-level or above math course, Philosophy 211, or an 
approved Letters & Science statistics course.

3. Foreign Language – 4 semesters of a single Foreign 
Language (or 3 semesters of one language and 2 semesters 
of another language)(May be satisfied through 4 years of a 
single Foreign Language in high school.)

4. L&S Humanities (HU) – 12 credits

5. L&S Social Sciences (SS) – 12 credits

6. L&S Natural Science (NS) – 12 credits including one lab

7. L&S International (Int’l) – 9 credits usually accomplished in 
conjunction with Humanities and/or Social Science courses

8. UWM Arts GER – 3 credits

9. UWM Cultural Diversity GER (CD) – 3 credits usually 
accomplished in conjunction with a Humanities or Social 
Science course

10. 120 credits including 90 credits in L&S and with 36 of the 90 
credits in L&S upper-level (numbered above 300) courses

11. Complete the Religious Studies major requirements:

•  33 credits with at least 18 at the 300-level or above; 15 
upper-level courses must be completed at UWM

• ReligSt 395 or Hist 594

• Hist 600 or other approved course

• 27 elective credits; 9 credits must be distributed 
among 3 different religious traditions

• ReligSt 101 is not required but is recommended

Sample Four Year Plan:

There are hundreds of courses that satisfy various requirements  
and courses can count towards more than one requirement.   
For example, ReligSt 395 counts towards the major and as a 
social science course. (This sample assumes no high school 
Foreign Language was taken and that the student placed into 
college-level math and English.)

Semester 1 Semester 2

Year 1 English 101 English 102 (OWC-B)

Math 103 or 105 (QL-A) QL-B course

1st semester Foreign 
Language

2nd semester Foreign 
Language

ReligSt 101 (HU) (CD) Elective from list (HU) (Int’l)

L&S Social Science Arts GER

Year 2 OWC-B course Formal reasoning course

3rd semester Foreign 
Language (Int’l)

4th semester Foreign 
Language (Int’l)

Free elective L&S Social Science

L&S Natural Science with lab L&S Natural Science

Elective from list (SS) Elective from list (HU)

Year 3 L&S Social Science L&S Humanities

L&S Natural Science L&S Natural Science

Upper-level elective from list Upper-level elective from list

Upper-level elective from list Upper-level elective from list

Free elective Free elective

Year 4 ReligSt 395 (SS) Hist 600

Upper-level elective from list Upper-level elective from list

Upper-level elective from list Upper-level elective from list

L&S upper-level L&S upper-level

Free elective Free elective

This sample four-year plan shows just one possible pathway to earning a degree with this major in four years. This plan does not 
replace the advice of your advisor, and students are cautioned to meet regularly with their advisor to create a personalized plan 
that matches their particular circumstances. This plan also follows the degree requirements for students who began their college 
education in Fall of 2013 or later. If you started college prior to Fall of 2013, your degree requirements may be different.
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