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Current Students: Visit us in Curtin Hall, Room 612, 
call us at 414-229-4719, or email gjaworsk@uwm.edu

Not a UWM Student yet? Call our Admissions 
Counselor at 414-229-7711 or email let-sci@uwm.edu

web: uwm.edu/philosophy

Interested in This Major?

Philosophy

What is Philosophy?
To ask “What is Philosophy?” is, in and of itself, a 
philosophical question. Unlike other fields that have 
a set body of facts that can be taught, philosophy 
is based on the natural human desire to seek 
knowledge simply for its own sake.  Students focus 
on broad, big-picture issues that underlie what it 
means to be human:  how should we behave (ethics), 
what defines existence (metaphysics), the process 
of reasoning and logic, the nature and source of 
knowledge (epistemology), and the definition of 
beauty (aesthetics).  It makes sense, then, that the 
word philosophy stems from the Greek for “love of 
wisdom.” 

Philosophy is characterized as much by how it 
examines these questions as by the questions 
themselves.  The answers are not concrete and cannot 
be determined through experiments.  This does not 
mean, though, that philosophy is just opinion.  Like 
natural scientists, philosophers form hypotheses that 
must be validated by fact, reason, and logic.  

Why Study Philosophy?
Philosophy majors develop an interest in self-
expression and reflection, and enjoy debating ideas.   
They are able to tackle complex problems for which 
there are no easy answers.  Philosophy is known 
as a rigorous training ground for those who want 
to master the ability to listen carefully, evaluate 
competing ideas critically, and respond thoughtfully.  

Students choose philosophy because it instills a 
lifelong love and quest for knowledge. It imparts a 
disciplined and systematic way of thinking, and it 
enhances critical and analytical capacities. It exposes 
them to some of history’s greatest thinkers, and 

it frames current world problems in light of long-standing 
beliefs and assumptions.

Careers For Philosophy Majors
Philosophy is a classic liberal arts major that is known for 
being challenging but fascinating.  Students graduate with 
broad knowledge and skills that are applicable in every 
profession, making philosophy one of the most flexible 
undergraduate programs.  It is impossible to list the types of 
jobs suited for philosophy majors because anything is possible.  
Some majors blend their philosophy studies with technical 
courses in the sciences, engineering, business or information 
management, opening up even more career options.

       Philosophy students excel at critical thinking, persuasive 
communication, assessing large volumes of information, 
research, problem solving, prioritizing, adapting to new 
situations, and decision-making.  These skills are highly 
valued by employers and, since they are not job-specific, can 
be transferred between jobs and careers.  This fact is borne out 
by long-range statistics regarding salary from the American 
Philosophical Association.  While entry-level salaries for 
philosophy majors may be lower than other majors, mid-
career salaries for philosophy majors rank 16th out of 50 
undergraduate majors.  At mid-career, philosophy majors 
are compensated even better, on average, than business 
majors.  

Philosophy majors 
also are well 
prepared for many 
different graduate 
programs or 
professional schools, 
including law school, 
medical school, 
MBA programs and 
seminary.  Philosophy majors perform very well 
on the standardized tests used for graduate school admissions. 

According to a 1998 study and a 2009 

follow-up in the Journal of Economic 

Education, philosophy majors score 

higher on the Law School Admissions 

Test compared to any other major. 
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A five-year study (2004–2009) by the Graduate 
Management Admission Council showed that the 
average GMAT score for philosophy majors was 
higher than that of any business major for entrance 
to MBA programs. Philosophy majors also shine 
on the verbal portion of the Graduate Record Exam 
according to studies by Educational Testing Service 
between 2005 and 2008. Philosophy students had the 
highest average verbal score compared to all other 
students and had the highest average analytic writing 
score.

Philosophy At UWM
The master’s program in philosophy is highly-ranked 
and highly competitive, attracting the most talented 
students from around the world. Graduates of the 
program routinely go on to the best PhD programs in 
the country, including Harvard, Princeton, Stanford, 
Pittsburgh, and Yale.  

Undergraduates benefit from the program’s strength.  
They take classes with the same faculty members as 
the graduate students, and they regularly socialize 
and collaborate with the graduate students.

Major Requirements

The philosophy major requires 30 credits:
Course # Course Title

Philos 211 Elementary Logic

Philos 430 Great Thinkers of the Ancient Period

Philos 432 Great Thinkers of the Modern Period

Philos 341
or
Philos 349
or
Philos 355

Modern Ethical Theory

Great Moral Philosophers

Political Philosophy

Philos 303
or
Philos 317
or
Philos 324
or
Philos 351

Theory of Knowledge

Metaphysics

Philosophy of Science

Philosophy of Mind

Any philosophy course (excluding Philos 681 and 
685) numbered 500 or above and carrying 3 credits 

 Philosophy electives with at least 15 of the credits at 
the 300-level or above taken in residence at UWM

Philos 681
or
Philos 685

Seminar in Advanced Topics

Senior Capstone Research Seminar

Minor Requirements
A minor in philosophy requires 21 credits including:

Course # Course Title

Philos 211
or
Philos 430
or
Philos 432

Elementary Logic

Great Thinkers of the Ancient Period

Great Thinkers of the Modern Period

At least 12 of the 21 Philosophy credits required must 
be at the 300-level or above, at least 9 of which must 
be completed in residence at UWM

Scholarships and Awards
The Department of Philosophy presents The William J. 
Seidler Scholarship to one outstanding philosophy major 
at the end of each fall semester. To be considered for this 
scholarship, majors must have at least one semester in 
residence at UWM, have a cumulative GPA of at least 3.25 
in philosophy courses, and not have previously won the 
scholarship.

The Peltz Memorial Award for Excellence in Philosophy is 
awarded annually for the best philosophy essay. Any student, 
undergraduate or graduate, major or non-major, may submit a 
paper of 25 pages or less.  

Colloquia
The department hosts colloquia each semester, bringing in 
national and international guest speakers.  Programs are open 
to the entire campus community and to the public.  Recent 
topics and speakers have included:

• “Sex Work and Sex Equality” with Lori Watson, 
University of San Diego

• “Natural and Non-natural Interpretation” with Stephen 
Neale, City University of New York

• “Evaluative Commitments” with Monika Betzler, 
University of Berne

Revised 07/2017

The Philosophy program’s small size means undergraduates 
get one-on-one attention and get to work with some of the 

best graduate students in the world.

Join the Philosophy Club!

• Educational discussions
• Networking
• Socializing

UWMilwLetSci



Philosophy 4 Year Plan
Letters and ScienceCollege of

Philosophy • 414-229-4719 • gjaworsk@uwm.edu • uwm.edu/philosophy

Revised 09/2016

Degree Requirements (brief summary):
1. English Proficiency and UWM Oral and Written 

Communication (OWC) GER - English 102 (fulfills Part A) 
and one OWC-Part B course.

2. Math Proficiency, UWM Quantitative Literacy (QL) GER, 
and Formal Reasoning –  two courses can satisfy all three 
requirements. Some courses have prerequisites, however, 
so a student may end up taking more than two total classes 
depending on his/her placement test scores. Students will 
usually take Math 103, 105, or 108 AND three credits in 
either a 200-level or above math course, Philosophy 211, or 
an approved Letters & Science statistics course.

3. Foreign Language – 4 semesters of a single Foreign 
Language (or 3 semesters of one language and 2 semesters 
of another language)(May be satisfied through 4 years of a 
single Foreign Language in high school.)

4. L&S Humanities (HU) – 12 credits

5. L&S Social Sciences (SS) – 12 credits

6. L&S Natural Science (NS) – 12 credits including one 
laboratory

7. L&S International (Int’l) – 9 credits usually accomplished in 
conjunction with Humanities and/or Social Science courses

8. UWM Arts GER – 3 credits

9. UWM Cultural Diversity GER – 3 credits usually accomplished 
in conjunction with a Humanities or Social Science course

10. 120 credits including 90 credits in L&S and with 36 of the 90 
credits in L&S upper-level (numbered above 300) courses

11. Complete the Philosophy major requirements 

• All of Philos 211, 430 and 432

• One of Philos 341, 349, 355

• One of Philos 303, 317, 324, 351

• One Philos elective course numbered 500 or above 
(excluding Philos 681 and 685)

• Capstone Requirement: One of Philos 681 or 685

• Philosophy electives of the student’s choice to reach a 
total of 30 credits. At least 15 of these 30 credits must 
taken at the 300-level or above in residence at UWM.

Sample Four Year Plan:

There are hundreds of courses that satisfy various requirements  
and courses can count towards more than one requirement.   
For example, Philos 101 counts towards the major and as 
a humanities course. (This sample assumes no high school 
Foreign Language was taken and that the student placed into 
college-level math and English.)

Semester 1 Semester 2

Year 1 English 101 English 102 (OWC-A)

Math 103 or 105 (QL-A) Philos 211 (HU) (QL-B) 
(formal reasoning)

1st semester Foreign 
Language

2nd semester Foreign 
Language

Philos 101 (HU) L&S Natural Science

L&S Social Science Arts GER

Year 2 OWC-B course Philos elective

3rd semester Foreign 
Language (Int’l)

4th semester Foreign 
Language (Int’l)

L&S Social Science/Cultural 
Diversity

L&S Social Science

L&S Natural Science with lab L&S Natural Science

Elective L&S Humanities, not Philos

Year 3 L&S Humanities, not Philos L&S Social Science/
International

L&S Natural Science Philos 341, 349, or 355

Philos 303, 317, 324, or 
351 (HU)

Philos 432 (HU)

Philos 430 (HU) L&S upper-level

Elective Elective

Year 4 Philos 500+ elective Philos 681 or 685

Philos upper-level Philos upper-level

L&S upper-level L&S upper-level

L&S upper-level Elective

Elective Elective

This sample four-year plan shows just one possible pathway to earning a degree with this major in four years. This plan does not 
replace the advice of your advisor, and students are cautioned to meet regularly with their advisor to create a personalized plan 
that matches their particular circumstances. This plan also follows the degree requirements for students who began their college 
education in Fall of 2013 or later. If you started college prior to Fall of 2013, your degree requirements may be different.
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