Jewish Studies
Interested in This Major?
Current Students: Visit us in the Sam and Helen Stahl
Center located in the Greene Museum, call us at 414229-6121, or email cjsuwm@uwm.edu
Not a UWM Student yet? Call our Admissions
Counselor at 414-229-7711 or email let-sci@uwm.edu
web: uwm.edu/jewishstudies

What is Jewish Studies?
The Jewish Studies major and minor offer courses in
Jewish culture and religion through an interdisciplinary
program that spans several departments. Students can
focus on specific interests, such as religion, culture,
Israel, the Holocaust, or media by drawing on Jewishrelated courses from Hebrew studies, literature, history,
political science, journalism and media studies,
sociology, theatre, and film.
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Career Opportunities
A major in Jewish Studies prepares a person to
work in our multicultural world with a skill set that
includes the ability to analyze texts and weigh different
interpretations, present persuasive arguments in writing
and speech, and appreciate different backgrounds and
viewpoints. Jewish Studies alumni pursue careers in
social welfare, Jewish organization administration,
foreign affairs, the arts, or education. Others choose
further religious study to become a rabbi or cantor, or
enter graduate programs leading to careers in teaching
at all educational levels.
Jewish Studies students learn and develop skills
such as:
• Critical analysis
• Strong verbal and written communication
• Research and information analysis
• Cultural understanding

These skills are highly valued by a variety of
employers in many differnent industries.

Requirements for the Major and Courses
The Jewish Studies major is divided into two tracks:
Hebrew Studies and Jewish Cultural Studies.
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Regardless of which track is chosen, students in the Jewish
Studies major must complete a minimum of 15 upper-level
credits at UWM and maintain a minimum 2.5 GPA in the major
coursework.
All students choose one core course from:
Hist 358/
Jewish 358

The Jews of Modern Europe: History and Culture

Hist 359/
Jewish 359

Introduction to Jewish History

All students must also complete a research requirement.
The remaining courses are chosen based on the track:
Hebrew Studies Track. Hebrew Studies focuses on the foundations
of Judaism, as well as the reading of Biblical and classical Jewish
texts. Four semesters of college-level Hebrew language are required;
to be accepted into the Hebrew Studies track, students must have
a GPA of 2.5 or higher in the first two years of Hebrew language
courses.
Students in the Hebrew Studies track take these required classes:
Hebr St 101

First Semester Hebrew

Hebr St 102

Second Semester Hebrew

Hebr St 201

Third Semester Hebrew

Hebr St 202

Fourth Semester Hebrew

Three of the following:
Hebr St 100 Introduction to Judaism
Hebr St 231 Introduction to the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible
Hebr St 235 The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Bible
Hebr St 331 Topics In Biblical Literature
Hebr St 332 Women inthe Bible

The remaining 15 credits of electives are chosen from a list
of approved classes. Students in the Hebrew Studies track are
encouraged strongly to pursue study abroad in Israel and may
apply transfer credits from an approved study-abroad program
toward their major requirements.

Jewish Cultural Studies Track. This track focuses on
modern Jewish history, literature, film and politics,
and does not require Hebrew language, though it is
encouraged for those who intend to pursue advanced
study or a career in Jewish education.
In addition to the core course and the research
requirement, students choose four of the following
courses:
Course #

Course Title

FilmStd 350
/ Jewish 350

Global Jewish Film and Television

Hebr St 261
/ Jewish 261

Representing the Holocaust in Words
and Images

Hebr St 368
/ Jewish 368

Jewish and Christian Responses to the
Holocaust

Jewish 101

Jewish Culture in America: History,
Literature, Film

Jewish 247

Jewish Art, Literature, Culture

Jewish 328 /
Pol Sci 328

The Arab-Israeli Conflict

Jewish 371

Survey of Jewish Literature

Jewish 421

Introduction to Yiddish Literature

The remaining 12 creidts of electives are chosen from a
list of approved courses.

Electives
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A small sampling of the available electives includes:
Course #

Course Title

Hebr St 230

Bible Stories

Hebr St 254

Studies in Hebrew Culture

Hebr St 411

Old Testament Texts

Hebr St 471

Introduction to the Midrash

Hist 282

The Modern Middle East in the
Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries

Hist 363

Germany: Hitler and the Nazi
Dictatorship

Hist 364

The Holocaust: Anti-Semitism and the
Fate of the Jewish People in Europe,
1933-1945

Jewish 321

THe Holocaust and the Politics of
Memory

Pol Sci 371

Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict

Minor
The minor requires 18 credits, at least 9 of which must
be at the 300-level or above taken at UWM. The minor
in the Hebrew Studies track requires two semesters
of Hebrew language and 12 credits of electives. The
minor in the Jewish Cultural Studies track also requires
18 credits, including one historical course and two
sociocultural courses.
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Internships
Students are encouraged to participate in internships to build
practical experience, explore and determine career choices,
develop professional contacts, and learn more about the Jewish
community. Internships, require between 15 and 20 hours of
fieldwork and a portfolio of work. Recent student interns have
gained practical experience at the Jewish Museum Milwaukee,
Hillel, and the Jewish Community Center.

Study Abroad
Many students study abroad to master their language and
communication skills, see another part of the world, and
learn firsthand about another country. The UWM Center for
International Education (CIE) offers opportunities for students
to study overseas through exchange, study abroad, and study tour
programs. Programs vary in length from a week to a semester to
a year.
Programs in the Middle East are located in Israel, Jordan, and
Morocco.
Wisconsin Study Abroad Grants are
available for all programs
for full-time, Wisconsin
resident, undergraduate
students attending UWMsponsored study abroad
programs. For more information,
please visit: studyabroad.uwm.
edu.
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Sam and Helen Stahl Center
The Sam & Helen Stahl Center for Jewish Studies, housed in
a renovated historical building on the main UWM campus,
provides a focal point for Jewish-related studies and activities.
The Center serves the UWM campus and the greater Milwaukee
community by organizing and conducting academic and
community events such as lectures, conferences, seminars,
and workshops, as well as promoting and fostering teaching
and scholarship in a variety of disciplines engaged with Jewish
Studies. Many award-winning writers, artists, and thinkers are
brought to campus through the Stahl Center.
Additionally, the Stahl Center offers awards and scholarships to
excellent majors and minors, helping students finish their degree
and enter the community as well-educated and well-rounded
individuals ready to make a difference.
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Jewish Studies 4 Year Plan
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This sample four-year plan shows just one possible pathway to earning a degree with this major in four years. This plan does not
replace the advice of your advisor, and students are cautioned to meet regularly with their advisor to create a personalized plan
that matches their particular circumstances. This plan also follows the degree requirements for students who began their college
education in Fall of 2013 or later. If you started college prior to Fall of 2013, your degree requirements may be different.

Degree Requirements (brief summary):
1.

English Proficiency and UWM Oral and Written
Communication (OWC) GER - English 102 (fulfills Part A)
and one OWC-Part B course.

2.

Math Proficiency, UWM Quantitative Literacy (QL) GER,
and Formal Reasoning – two courses can satisfy all three
requirements. Some courses have prerequisites, however,
so a student may end up taking more than two total classes
depending on his/her placement test scores. Students will
usually take Math 103 or 105 AND three credits in either
a 200-level or above math course, Philosophy 211, or an
approved Letters & Science statistics course.

3.

Foreign Language – 4 semesters of a single Foreign
Language (or 3 semesters of one language and 2 semesters
of another language)(May be satisfied through 4 years of a
single Foreign Language in high school.)

4.

L&S Humanities (HU) – 12 credits

5.

L&S Social Sciences (SS) – 12 credits

6.
7.

•

Hist 358/Jewish 358 or Hist 359/Jewish 359

•

Four of FilmStd 350/Jewish 350, Hebr St 261/Jewish
261, Hebr St 368/Jewish 368, Jewish 101, Jewish 247,
Jewish 328/Pol Sci 328, Jewish 371, Jewish 421

•

Twelve credits from an approved list of electives

•

An upper-level research course

Sample Four Year Plans:
There are hundreds of courses that satisfy various requirements
and courses can count towards more than one requirement.
For example, Hebr St 100 counts towards the major and as
a humanities course. (This sample assumes no high school
Foreign Language was taken and that the student placed into
college-level math and English.) This sample follows the Hebrew
Studies Track as an example.
Semester 1

Semester 2

English 101

English 102 (OWC-A)

L&S Natural Science (NS) – 12 credits including one lab

Math 103 or 105 (QL-A)

QL-B course

L&S International (Int’l) – 9 credits usually accomplished in
conjunction with Humanities and/or Social Science courses

Hebr St 100 (HU)

Arts GER

Hebr St 101

Hebr St 102

8.

UWM Arts GER – 3 credits

100 level history course (SS)

L&S Natural Science

9.

UWM Cultural Diversity GER (CD) – 3 credits usually
accomplished in conjunction with a Humanities or Social
Science course

OWC-B course

Formal reasoning course

Hebr St 201 (Int’l)

Hebr St 202 (Int’l)

Hebr St 231 (HU)

Elective from list

L&S Natural Science with lab

L&S Natural Science

L&S Social Science/Cultural
Diversity

L&S Social Science

Year 1

Year 2

10. 120 credits including 90 credits in L&S and with 36 of the 90
credits in L&S upper-level (numbered above 300) courses
11. Complete the Jewish Studies major requirements in a track:
Hebrew Studies

L&S Natural Science

L&S Humanities, not Hebr St

•

30 credits total, 15 of which must be at the 300-level or
above and taken at UWM; the first four semesters of
Hebrew language do not count towards the 30 credits

Hebr St 332 (HU)

L&S Social Science/
International

•

Hist 358/Jewish 358 or Hist 359/Jewish 359

Upper-level elective from list

Upper-level elective from list

L&S upper-level

L&S upper-level

•

Hebr St 101, 102, 201 and 202

Elective

Elective

•

Three of Hebr St 100, 231, 235, 331, 332

L&S Humanities, not Hebr St

Upper-level Jewish research

•

Fifteen credits from an approved list of electives

Upper-level elective from list

Upper-level elective from list

•

An upper-level research course

L&S upper-level

L&S upper-level

Jewish Cultural Studies

L&S upper-level

L&S upper-level

•

Elective

Elective

30 credits total, 15 of which must be at the 300-level or
above and taken at UWM

Year 3

Year 4
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