
KOR 221 Korean Culture and Society 
 

Instructor: Sooho Song, Associate Professor  

e-mail: sooho@uwm.edu 

Office : Curtain Hall 879    

Class period: July 25-Augst 20, 2022 

Class format: On-line 

 

Course Description 

 

This course explores Korean history, language, religion, and social values. Throughout the 

semester, we will discuss how Korea has changed over time and what cultural norms and social 

values have played a role in its transformation.  In addition, we examine the modern Korean pop 

culture referred to “Hallyu (the Korean Wave)” and analyze what makes it popular.  To this end, 

students are expected to read the assigned journal articles and book chapters as well as the main 

textbook.  In addition, we will watch Korean movies and documentary clips to understand 

Korean media.  With these activities, students will have a better understanding of Korea by the 

end of the semester, which will help students develop cross-cultural insights when comparing 

Korea with other Asian countries.  

 

This course satisfies the GER and the international requirements. 

This course is listed as a course of the Asian Studies Certificate. 

 

Course Objectives 

The general objective of this course is to help students better understand Korean culture and 

society. To this end, we discuss Korean history, language, religion, and social values. Upon 

completion of the course, students will be able to  

 

1) Discuss the history, language, religion and social values that are central to Korean culture and 

society; 

2) Identify the cultural norms behind language, social behavior, and Korean media; and, 

3) Describe the modern cultural phenomenon Hallyu (the Korean Wave) and analyze what 

makes it popular. 

Prerequisite: None  

Required Texts 

Tudor, Daniel (2012) Korea: The Impossible Country, Tuttle Publishing,  

ISBN  978-0-8048-4252-5 

All other materials will be available in the content section of the course site on Canvas. 

 

Requirements 

 1) Two Exams (60%): No make-up exam will be given without a University- 

  approved excuse.  

 2) Weekly Assignments and Responses to Discussion Questions (40%) 
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4)  3% extra credit for anyone who participates in the extra credit discussion 

  

1) Two Exams (30% for each exam) 

The exam dates are in the syllabus.  Exams will be taken on-line through the Canvas site. 

The exams will have multiple choice questions. You will have only one opportunity to 

take it, so you SHOULD NOT open the exam until you are ready to take it.  Also, exams 

will be timed (60-75 minutes depending on the number of questions), so you will have a 

set amount of time to take the exam once you begin. Make sure that you have set aside 

the whole time allotted to take the exam. Also make sure that you have a secure internet 

connection before you begin the exam. No computer issues (e.g. internet connection) 

can be an excuse for a make-up. You should study and prepare for these exams in the 

same way you would any closed-book exam and be prepared to complete the exam on 

your own. 

 

*Study guide will be provided before each exam. 

 

2) Response to Discussion Questions (40%) 

There will be eight online discussions.  The due dates are informed in the syllabus. I will 

post 8 discussion questions along with the power-point slides of readings (reading 

highlights) on the first day of each period. You must post your response to the 

discussion question(s) in the “Discussion” on the Canvas site.  In addition, you must 

read your classmates’ responses and post a comment on another student’s response. 

Your response to the discussion question must be at least 200 words, but your comment 

on another student’s response has no length requirement. You are required to post your 

discussion and comment by 11:59 PM on each due date. As long as you meet these 

requirements, you will get full credit (5 points). If you fail to satisfy any of the three 

requirements (minimum length, deadline, comment), you will be penalized.   

 

3) Extra credit discussion (3 %) 

 There is one extra credit discussion. After you watch the Korean movie titled "Ode to My 

Father (국제시장)" online, post your response to the discussion question on Canvas. This 

discussion is optional, but I highly recommend that you watch the movie anyway. It is 

based on the panoramic events of modern Korea. This discussion is due August 14th, but 

you can post it any time before the deadline.  

 

Keep in mind that all of your responses and posts on the Discussion forum must follow the 

etiquette we would use in class. Your response to the discussion question should address the 

question itself and demonstrate that you understand the topic of discussion. When you respond to 

someone else’s post, do so respectfully. Personal attacks or excessive opinion-spouting will not 

be tolerated.  You should honor each other’s ideas and respond in a thoughtful and constructive 

manner.   

 

Flow of the Class:  Weekly readings, reading highlights, and discussion questions posted on 

Canvas will constitute the materials for this course.  You are expected to read the assigned 



chapters, access the lecture notes, and answer the discussion questions.  Please remember that I 

will communicate with you through your UWM e-mail accounts.  If you don’t regularly use that 

account, make sure you check it or forward it to an account that you use regularly.  If you have 

any questions, please e-mail me at sooho@uwm.edu. 

 

Academic Misconduct, Incompletes, and Other UWM Policies 

The University promotes academic honesty and develops procedures that deal effectively with 

instances of academic dishonesty.  Students are responsible for the honest completion and 

representation of their work, appropriate citation of sources, and respect for other’s academic 

endeavors. 

 

Incomplete: A notation of "incomplete" may be given in lieu of a final grade to a student who 

has carried a subject successfully until the end of a semester but who, because of illness or other 

unusual and substantiated cause beyond the student's control, has been unable to take or 

complete the final examination or to complete some limited amount of term work. 

 

UWM has policies regarding student with disabilities, religious observances, students called to 

active military duty, discriminatory conduct, complaint procedures, grade appeal procedures, and 

others.  They can be found at http://www4.uwm.edu/secu/SyllabusLinks.pdf 

 

Grading Scales  

 

A = 90-100  A- = 85-89.9 

 B+ = 80-84.9  B = 75-79.9  B- = 70-74.9 

 C+ = 65-69.9  C = 60-64.9  C- = 55-59.9 

 D+ = 50-54.9  D = 45-49.9  D- = 40-44.9   F = Below 40     

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

Unit 1: July 25-27. History of Korea 

Readings: Tudor, “A Brief History of Korea” (pp. 12-21); Chapter. 5. Capitalism with 

 Korean Face (pp. 66-77) 

 Online discussion 1 (Due: July 27) 

 

Cultural and Philosophical foundations of Korea  

Unit 2: July 28-30. Religions in Korea 

Readings: Tudor, Chapter 1. Shamanism (pp. 24-33; Chapter 2. Buddhism (pp. 34-41);   

Chapter 3. Confucianism (pp. 42-53); Chapter 4. Christianity (pp. 54-65) 

Korean Shamanism: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOeOGE-b-LU 

Online discussion 2 (Due: July 30) 

 

Unit 3: July 31-Aug 2. Korean Language and Culture  

Readings: Park, Myung-Seok, (1997) “Family life and Women Status" (pp. 59-64);

 “Preference for Sons” (pp. 83-85); “Different Attitudes toward Age” (pp. 87-97); 

 “Discoursal Differences" (pp. 23-28)  In Communicative styles in Two Different 

 Cultures: Korean and American, Hanshin Publishing. 
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Tudor, Chapter 28. Women’s Place in the Office 

Ramsey, S. Robert (2006) “The Invention and Use of the Korean Alphabet,” In Ho-min 

Sohn (ed.) Korean Language in Culture and Society, KLEAR Textbooks in Korean 

Language, pp.22-30. 

Online discussion 3 (Due: Aug 2) 

 

Unit 4: Aug 3-August 4. Modern Korean Society and Politics 

Readings: Tudor, Chapter 12. Neophilia (pp. 139-147); Chapter 14. Politics and the 

 Media (pp. 158-169); Chapter 13. North Korea: Friend, Foe, or Foreigner? (pp.148-

 157)   

Online Discussion 4 (Due: August 4) 

 

Study day: Aug 5 (Exam guide available) 

 

MIDTERM EXAM: August 6-7 (Due: 11:59 PM on August 7):  

Study guide: The key concepts provided in each unit should be used as a study guide. Please 

make sure you get to know the major information on the items in the key concepts of each unit of 

the home page.  
 
Cultural Codes of Korea 

 

Unit 5: August 8-10. Social Customs in Korea 

Readings: Tudor, Chapter 7. Jeong- The invisible Hug (pp. 92-100); Chapter 8. 

Competition (pp. 101-111); Chapter 9. Chemyon, or Face (pp.112-119); Chapter 10. Han 

and Heung (pp. 120-127) 

Online Discussion 5 (Due: August 10) 

 

Unit 6: August 11-13. Understanding Korean Mindsets 

 Readings: Tudor, Chapter 24. Defensive Nationalism (pp. 260-270); Chaptor18. English 

 Mania (pp. 201-211); Chapter15. Onward, Industrial Soldiers (pp. 170-181) 

Online Discussion 6 (Due: August 13) 

 

Unit 7: Augus 14-15. Social Issues of Korea 

Readings: Nelson, Laura (2007) “The Many Challenges of Urbanization in Korea,” In The 

Korea Herald (ed.) Insight into Korea, The Korea Herald: Herald Media, pp. 229-240. 

Song, Sooho & Kim, Dohee (2022) The Effects of Globalization on Korea.  Korea 

Observer 53(1):137-161. 

Online Discussion 7 (Due: August 15) 

 

Unit 8 August 16-17. Korean Wave 

  Kim, Youna (2011) “Globalization of Korean Media: meanings and significance, “In 

Kim Do Kyun and Kim Min-Sun eds., Hallyu: Influence of Korean Culture in Asia and 

Beyond. Seoul National University Press. pp. 35-60.  

Song, Sooho (2020) "The Evolution of the Korean Wave: How is the Third Generation 

Different from Previous Ones?" Korea Observer 51(1): 125-150. 



Online Discussion 8 (Due: August 17)  

 

Study day: Aug 18 (Exam guide available) 

  

Final Exam (August 19-20) Study guide: available on August 20 

Extra credit discussion: watching Movie Ode to the father (국제 시장) (Due: August 21) 

 

 

 

 


