
 
  

• Eyewitness Travel Guide to France  
by DK publishing (course calendar = FR) 
 

• The French Way by Ross Steele  
(course calendar = FW) 

 

• Sixty Million Frenchmen Can’t Be Wrong 
by Nadeau & Barlow (course cal. = SMF) 

Instructor: Eric Anderson, M.A.   │  Course day/time:  N/A – Canvas online 

UWM Help Desk: 414-229-4040  │   E-mail: ander245@uwm.edu 

Zoom Office Hours: per request / by appointment 

 
 

 

One of our primary objectives in this course will be to learn 
about the history, geography and culture of France using cuisine 
as a lens.   
 
In other words:  
▪ How does knowledge of French food ways lead us to other 

ways of understanding France and the French?   
▪ How is the uniqueness of French culture(s) revealed 

through food practices, views about food, and the role of 
cuisine in daily life?   

▪ Why have other cultures long considered the French 
authorities in the culinary world?   

▪ Why do the French view their cuisine as one of their most 
important contributions to the world?   

 
Another important objective of this course will be to get you as 
students to challenge yourselves by cooking/tasting new foods 
and examining issues related to food and society.   
 
Cuisine is such a universal subject, it would be impossible to look 
at it without taking into account our own personal experiences, 
and our contemporary local situation.  We will examine many of 
the issues related to our own modern society and the way it 
deals with food.  We will also see if there is something about 
traditional French culture and cuisine that might inform the way 
we look at our own situation. 

 
 

Required course materials: 

Textbooks 

This course is about French Culture – especially those things about 
French culture that can be seen best by looking at French cuisine, 

and that can help us learn about French cuisine: French Geography 
(indispensable to understanding French agriculture, and how that is 
the basis for regional French cuisine), French history (it’s impossible 

to grasp what French cuisine is now without knowing something 
about where it came from historically) and French contemporary life.  

Many cultures in the world, including the French, see their own 
unique cuisine as a source of pride and identity.  When an 

anthropologist wants to learn about a native culture, one of the first 
places he or she looks is at what the culture eats.  France is not 

different from other places in this respect.  This course description 
and the syllabus calendar on Canvas will help you understand how 

the course functions throughout the summer, so please save a copy 
of them to your desktop as a reference, or refer to the online 

versions on the course’s Canvas website. 
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Learning French Culture through Cuisine 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your grade in this course corresponds to your performance in the categories outlined here – Knowledge of course content (K), 

communication (CO), inquiry (I), critical thinking (CT), teamwork/problem solving (TW), understanding of personal (PR) and social 

responsibility (SR).  Each individual component of the course allows us to assess different sets of these categories.   

For each category, the following critical questions will be asked during assessment: 

 

Knowledge 

Accuracy:  Is your work accurate according to sources used in the classroom? 
Familiarity:  Does your work reflect an understanding of the overarching questions or problems of a text, discussion, etc.? 

 

COmmunication 

Message:  Is there a central message in your communication? 

Clarity and organization:  Is it easy to follow the argument of your communication? 

Ambiguity:  Do you consider and weigh potential objections to your thesis?  

Mechanics:  Does your language use allow for easy understanding of your message? 

 

Inquiry 

Curiosity:  Have you made a sufficient effort to consult multiple sources of information? 

Integrity:  Does your work support “facts” with evidence outside of simple assertion?   Do you cite your sources accurately and completely? 

Students are expected to comply with UWM Policy on Academic Misconduct (see page 5 of syllabus for more information).   

 

 

Critical Thinking 

Multiple viewpoints:  Does your work integrate viewpoints that do not necessarily correspond to your own personal experience, belief or 

taste? 

Self-awareness:  Do you acknowledge your own biases?  Do you identify and challenge your own pre-suppositions? 

 

Team Work/Problem solving 

Responsibility:  Do you fulfill your role on the team, and help solve problems faced by other group members or the group as a whole?   

Respect:  Do you respect the suggestions and ideas of other group members? 

 

Personal Responsibility 

Relevance:  Do you show how what you’re learning in the course relates to your own personal life? 

Change:  Do you explore how what you’re learning may change your personal habits? 

 

Social Responsibility 

Do you reflect on how subjects discussed in the course might have larger social consequences, in your own society and in the world? 

Each time you do any work for the course, then, these guiding questions associated with the appropriate “assessment categories” will serve 

as the basis for your grade. 

 



Lc 

Your final grade will be calculated as follows: 
 

Activity/assignment Categories assessed Percentage of 
grade 

Lectures/Films/Study Sheets K, CO 20% 

Geography & Cuisine Mid-term Test K 10% 

History & Cuisine Final Test   K, I 10% 

Quizzes & Final Paper CO, K, CT, PR, SR 15% 

Journal / Food Log CO, PR, SR 10% 

Online Discussion Posts & Responses CO, TW, PR, SR, CT 20% 

French Region Presentation CO, TW 5% 

Final Project and Presentation CO, TW, CT, PR 10% 

 

Region & 
Final 

Presentations
15%

Lectures/
Films/

Study Sheets
20%

Journal / 
Food Log

10%

Midterm & 
Final Exams

20%

Quizzes & 
Final Paper

15%

Online 
Discussion 

Posts & 
Responses

20%

Grading Criteria

Final grades will be 
based on these 
overall percentages: 

 
A  93-100 
A-  90-92 
B+  88-89 
B  83-87 
B-  80-82 
C+  78-79 
C  73-77 
C-  70-72 
D+  68-69 
D  63-67 
D-  60-62 
F  <60 



  

Lectures/Films/ Study sheets:  You are expected to view all class lectures and films. This is crucial for taking part in class discussions and 
activities.  
 
A Note About Lectures: 
Each week, lecture(s) will be made available in the “Home” area of Canvas and become hyperlinked in the Course Calendar. They will 
appear as imbedded videos for your convenience. No need to download them, they will play out of Canvas, and you can make them full-
screen, if so desired. The lecture videos will vary in length, therefore, please take note of their length so you can budget the time into your 
weekly schedule to view them.   
 
To make the most efficient use of the lecture videos: 
 

➢ First, read/view/listen to all assigned texts and take your own notes. The lecture videos may not make sense unless you study 
the assigned texts first.  

➢ Second, view and study the lecture videos. Take notes as you watch (pause if necessary), particularly about key terms, and 
review the lecture material.  

➢ Third, quiz yourself. Answer the questions you see in the lecture videos to make sure you understand and can apply what you 
learn from the lectures. 

➢ Fourth, review key passages that are discussed in lecture by noting the time index. This is the best way to prepare for the 
written assignments, quizzes and tests.    

 
Geography & Cuisine Mid-term Test:  This test will be graded entirely on the accuracy of your responses to test questions (K). 
 
History & Cuisine Final Test: This test will be graded entirely on the accuracy of your responses to test questions (K).  It will also require you 
to find some information on your own about French history, prior to taking the test (I). 
 
Quizzes & Final Paper:  These assignments are related to the readings, lectures and films, and will be graded partially on accuracy of your 
responses, and whether or not your responses show that you are familiar with the material and have read/viewed carefully (K).   Some 
long-answer “open-ended” (as opposed to multiple choice or short-answer) questions on these assignments will ask you to take a position 
in relation to the material, and offer arguments (CT), while others will require you to relate a reading to your own personal life (PR) or to 
your own society (SR).   For all of these open-ended responses, you will be graded based on your ability to clearly articulate your response 
(CO).  The following scale will be used to assess such questions: 
 

Category  

Communication – message  
(10 points) 

Student clearly expresses the main idea of the response.  This main idea may be related to 
personal responsibility (PR) or social responsibility (SR) depending on the question.  (0=no main 
idea is apparent; 10 = main idea is readily apparent) 

Communication – clarity/organization  
(5 points) 

The reader can easily follow the logical flow of ideas expressed.  (0 = ideas seem randomly 
ordered, or unconnected, 5 = ideas flow seamlessly with the relationship between them clearly 
defined) 

Communication – ambiguity  
(10 points) 

Where appropriate, the writer acknowledges his or her own pre-suppositions and recognizes the 
validity of viewpoints that may conflict with his or her own.  This category also corresponds to 
the critical thinking (CT) skill.  (0 = writer flatly states opinion as fact, without acknowledging it as 
opinion; 10 = writer takes seriously potential arguments and addresses them) 

Communication – mechanics  
(5 points) 

The writer use spelling and grammar that allow the reader to easily understand the message.  (0 
= grammar and spelling errors make it impossible to understand certain parts of the message; 
5=while there are some minor errors, there are none that could interfere with the reader’s 
ability to understand) 

 
Journals:  You will be asked to submit a personal journal once during the semester.  The specific guidelines for the journal will be made 
clear through special instructions on the Canvas website.  Your grade for the journal will be awarded according to the following criteria: 
 

Category Description and grade  

Communication – clarity Student’s ideas are clearly expressed and easy to follow.   

Personal Responsibility  Student is able to relate course material to his/her own personal life, not simply 
through comparison or juxtaposition, but also with an eye toward modification or 
reinforcement of his/her own practices.   

Social Responsibility Student is able to relate course material to his/her own society and/or culture, 
comparing what s/he learns in course material to what s/he encounters on a daily basis. 

 
 
French Region Presentation:  You will be giving an audio-visual presentation on a French region to half the class.  The details and grading 
criteria for this project will be made clear in the weeks preceding your presentation. 
 
Final Project and Presentation:  In groups of 3 or 4 students, you will be putting together a final project, and with your group members, 
presenting that project to me, your instructor, “live” on Zoom via video format.  The details for this project (planning and cooking a French 
meal) will be made clear as the semester progresses. Costs vary, but expect in the $15-$20 range. 
 

 

 



 

Online Discussion Posts and Responses:  You will be required to participate in some online discussions dealing with various themes of the 
course.  Credit for online discussions will be for honest participation.  For each forum in which you participate, you will receive credit, 
provided you are courteous, and meet at least some of the criteria in the descriptions of Critical thinking (CT), Personal Responsibility (PR) 
OR Social Responsibility (SR) in your response. These writing assignments replace in-class discussions. They will help prepare you for other 
assignments in the course listed on this syllabus. 
 
Mandatory posting assignments will begin during Week 1 of the semester [our first week of class]. In addition, there will be an optional 
posting assignment during our first week of class. You will be asked to post a virtual introduction called “Meet your classmates and 
instructor” for a total of up to 2 extra credit points added onto your final course grade. To complete this task successfully, you must answer 
all the questions listed on that optional post. Please follow the directions on the post itself, located in the “Home → Week 1” area of 
Canvas.  
 
What Is a Discussion Post (DP)? [12%] 
A discussion post (DP) is a thoughtful, analytical response to the discussion questions appearing on Canvas and/or at the end of each 
lecture. Each DP [worth 1% each] must be 200 words minimum; it should be written in formal, grammatical English; it should offer a 
succinct answer to the discussion question(s) posed; and it should use evidence from the text/movies/lectures to support your point. 
Points will be deducted from your score if you do not meet minimum word count requirements, if it is evident that you are simply 
“padding” your DP with excessive verbiage, or if you are late.   
 
When referencing the readings, use quotation marks to cite the language of the text, and page numbers enclosed in parentheses following 
the quote. For instance, “quote from text” (45). Do NOT quote more than one sentence. Summarize longer passages in your own words. 
Points can and will be deducted if your DP is incomplete, inaccurate, poorly written, vague, or filled with generalities, description or plot 
summary, or extraneous/irrelevant commentary. The deadline for all DPs will be on Saturdays at 11:59 pm CST. 
 
What Is a Response Post (RP)? [8%] 
A response post (RP) [worth .67% each and consisting of at least 100 words minimum] is an analytical response to a classmate’s DP. Points 
will be deducted from your score if you do not meet minimum word count requirements [or if it is evident that you are simply “padding” 
your RP with excessive verbiage].  Points will also be deducted if your RP is incomplete, inaccurate, poorly written, vague, or filled with 
generalities, description or plot summary, or extraneous/irrelevant commentary. The deadline for RPs will be on Sundays at 11:59 pm CST.   
 
Please remember: An RP is not merely an expression of agreement or disagreement with your classmate’s DP. It also explains why you 
agree or disagree. As you compose your RP, focus primarily on the details from the original course texts. 
 
Writing Effective DPs & RPs: 
Read all comments that are posted. Your understanding of the course material will deepen the more attentive you are during these online 
discussions.   
 
Read before writing. Read everyone’s contributions so that you are not repeating a point that other classmates have already made. I will 
keep track of originality and repetitions throughout the semester.    
 
Consider exploring the hidden picture. Obviously, all posts will focus only on a couple of ideas that cannot be treated exhaustively in 200 
words. What would you add that was not originally mentioned? How would you compare the assigned text to another course text?   
 
Always use the texts/films first (when applicable). Use the details or language of the texts themselves to make your points.  The purpose 
of having a class discussion is to increase your understanding of these texts/films, so make them your central focus—in your DPs and in 
your RPs. 
 
Consider disagreeing, politely. Sometimes it is useful to actively look for points of disagreement, so as to refine and deepen your 
knowledge of the subject. Does the DP mention anything with which you would disagree—in terms of factual detail, or perhaps in the way 
you understand a particular key word or concept? 
 
Avoid common errors and inaccuracies.  These include:  

➢ unnecessary or excessive plot summary; 
➢ discussion of texts that are irrelevant or not on the syllabus; and 
➢ inappropriate language when describing a culture’s cuisine [nasty, gross, etc.] 

 
A Note on DP/ RP Deadlines: 
Please do not email me your DPs or RPs once the final deadline passes. You may post late for partial credit, but after 5 days late, I will not 
be able to accept them. One of the learning outcomes of this online course is to help students learn effective time management skills in an 
online learning environment. If you foresee scheduling difficulties with one or more assignment deadlines this semester, please contact me 
in advance. 



 

 

Time Commitment: 
This is a 3-credit course taught at the 100 level. According to UW System rules [UWS ACPS 4], each semester credit requires “an investment 
of time by the average student of not fewer than 48 hours.” A 3-credit course like this one, then, may require up to 144 hours [3 x 48] of 
your time inside of 8 weeks. In other words, the average student should therefore anticipate spending  
 

➢ 37.5 hours this semester reviewing instructional materials prepared by your instructor; 
➢ 75 hours this semester reading, note-taking, completing minor assignments, and posting online 
➢ 31.5 hours this semester preparing and writing essays and/or exams. 

 
Accelerated Pace: 
Because this is a 8-week special-session class, we will have to compress 16 weeks of total work into 8 weeks. This means that every week of 
class time consists of 2 weeks of “regular” class work. This may prove to be challenging during the first half of the course—during which 
you will be required to read / study / view more material during a week than you are accustomed to. Please be prepared for the 
accelerated pace of this class. 
 
Learning and Communicating in the Online Classroom: 
Some students have the misconception that online courses are easier than face-to-face courses, graded by less rigorous standards or 
require less work and less time. This is not true in general, and it is certainly not true of this course, which has the same academic rigor as 
face-to-face versions of the same course. But while it is not easier than the face-to-face course, the online version of the course has much 
more flexibility regarding when and where you complete your work.  
 
There are many advantages to online courses. You can always “attend” an online class: you can read or listen to course content at any time 
of day. You can also discuss course materials at any time of day through a threaded discussion forum. These are not merely advantages of 
convenience: because your posting can be made at any time, you can think about your response in more detail than you might be able to 
do in a face-to-face discussion. Many students find that they make more thoughtful contributions to online, asynchronous discussions than 
they do in traditional, face-to-face discussions; many students also appreciate the wider variety of voices in online discussions, since 
everyone in the class must participate. 
 
But while the online environment is great for many students, it may be a challenge for some. To do well in an online course, you must be 
self-disciplined and well-organized; be able to communicate well in writing; feel comfortable interacting with people online whom you 
have not met face-to-face; and learn to use the course technology effectively. You must be able and willing to go online to complete course 
assignments, to participate actively in online discussions, to contact the professor or classmates when you have questions, and you must 
remember to do all of these things in a timely fashion. 
 
Although we do not meet in person two or three times a week, it is still important that you schedule time for yourself to go online and 
complete work for this course at least once per day. Many students find it helpful to schedule regular times to be “in class” for online 
courses, blocking off periods to visit the Canvas site. Course readings will be available throughout the semester, either online or in texts 
you purchase or borrow; weekly lectures and discussion questions will usually be available about a week before they’re assigned. And of 
course, you need to schedule additional time off-line to complete readings, develop responses for discussion questions, prepare for 
quizzes, and work on other course assignments. You can plan to spend at least +/- 13 hours a week (2 hours a day) on this course, some of 
it online and some of it off, reading course texts, reading lectures, viewing films, reading online discussions, composing your own discussion 
postings, taking quizzes, and working on longer assignments. 
 
The most successful online learner: 

➢ communicates effectively in writing  
➢ possesses astute reading skills  
➢ enjoys the challenge of learning independently  
➢ is highly motivated and challenged by being in charge of their own learning  
➢ demonstrates problem-solving skills and the ability to work through difficulties  
➢ manages time well by prioritizing and establishing a personal schedule  
➢ completes assigned work by deadlines  
➢ is comfortable using a computer and the internet to access information and to communicate 

 
Additional Student Responsibilities: 
Regular and conscientious “participation” in the online course is essential to your success in this class. Because we will not be meeting face-
to-face this semester, it is crucial that you keep track of readings, assignments and deadlines. Being a responsible college student means 
the following: 
 
Understand what is expected of you. I will post on Canvas (and e-mail) weekly announcements to help you keep track of upcoming 
deadlines, but it is your responsibility to know which tasks are on the immediate horizon.     

➢ Stay in touch with the instructor. Obviously, life can be filled with unexpected situations and emergencies. I am understanding 
and sympathetic, but I can only work with you if you work with me. Please let me know if you foresee any future problems with 
your performance in the course. Please contact me at your earliest convenience if catastrophic circumstances prevent you from 
fulfilling one of the course requirements.    

➢ Observe deadlines. I will accept late work only in cases of documented emergency.   
➢ Always turn in something. If I do not receive an assignment from you and have not heard from you, you will earn a zero [0] for 

that assignment. This is substantially different from an F, which can be worth up to 59 points. Therefore, always submit 
something. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This course helps students fulfill two degree requirements for the College of Letters and Science (L&S): 
  

1) Because of its international and contemporary focus, this course counts as 3 credits toward the L&S 
international requirement.  The goals of the international requirement and the goals of this course are the same:   
 

• Students are able to place events and trends in their own everyday lives within a larger global context. 

• Students are able to see how events happening in other parts of the world may have important and 
lasting effects on their own society. 

• Students understand the power and potential harm of stereotypes, both those that we have of others, 
and those that others have of us. 

 
2) This course also counts as part of the humanities group in both the L&S Breadth requirement and the campus-
wide GER requirement.   
 
The Breadth requirement – what does it mean?  What is it for? 
 
The purpose of the breadth requirement is to build certain basic skills and knowledge that will be useful and 
important for any student in any major. This course counts toward the breadth requirement because it should 
help you to improve some of these important skills.  The subject of this course gives you a context in which to 
practice these skills.  Here is a brief outline of the desired outcomes for the breadth requirement. 
 

1. This course will present you with information regarding human cultures and the natural world. 
2. This course will help you build intellectual and practical skills, specifically: 

a. Communication:  You will be asked to present information orally and in writing. 
b. Inquiry:  You will be asked to use course materials as the basis for further investigation of 

questions that interest you. 
c. Critical thinking:  You will be required to examine issues and questions, and base your findings 

and conclusions on documents and accounts that not necessarily correspond with your own 
personal beliefs, experiences or tastes. 

d. Teamwork and problem solving:  You will be required to work with other students to create 
projects based on course content. 

3. This course will engage your sense of personal and social responsibility by requiring you to: 
a. examine and discuss ethical questions. 
b. display an understanding of cultural differences and their sources. 
c. express how you can apply your new knowledge and skills to your life as a whole.] 

4. This course will also ask you to find ways to connect what you learn here to other areas of study or 
professional activities. 

 

Students are expected to 

comply with UWM Policy 

on Academic Misconduct 
(https://uwm.edu/deanofstudents/conduct/

conduct_procedures/academic-

misconduct/).   

Assessment of GER Learning Outcomes (Final project/presentation): 

The student presentations will be graded according to the student’s ability to clearly 
express his/her point of view, critically analyze the topic of his/her presentation from 
multiple viewpoints, and respond to questions and critiques from other students.  
Students receiving a grade of “A” will 1) clearly state the central point of their 
presentation, while embedding it in the context of the readings and other materials 
we will have studied in class, 2) develop an argument that is not only strong, but also 
anticipates other arguments and responds to them in advance 3) answer pertinent 
questions about the content and form of their presentation 4) draw a critical 
conclusion from the argument and evidence they have presented and 5) relate the 
content and experience of their final project to their own personal enrichment.  A 
student receiving a “B+” will have failed to meet one of the above criteria 
adequately.  A “C+” will be awarded to students who have failed to adequately meet 
two of the above criteria.   Students failing to meet three of the above criteria will 
receive a “C”, and students who adequately fulfill only one of the above criteria will 
receive a “D”. 
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