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Gallery 1

Florence Nightingale

Florence Nightingale Case
Florence Nightingale is considered the mother of the 
nursing profession.



Early Nursing (1853-
1913)



The Birth of Public Health

Public Health Case
Public Health nursing started in the United States in the 
late 1800s with the great influx of European immigrants to 
large US cities. Most immigrant families lived in close and 
squalid conditions in tenement houses. As a result, 
disease and sickness spread quickly. Visiting nurses 
brought health care to patients and their families in their 
homes rather than hospitals. Nurses treated the sick and 
educated families on health care and general hygiene.



The Birth of Public Health

Public Health Nurse 
Badges

The badges were 
worn by local South 

East Wisconsin 
Public Health Nurses 

and Staff while on 
duty.

Pamphlet about Public 
Health Nursing

Wool Overcoat worn by Public 
Health Nurses

Public Health nurses usually wore 
navy blue uniforms



World War I and the 
Interwar Period (1914-
1938)



Dolls, Baby Bottles, and 
Caps

Dolls and Bottles Case
Text box.



Dolls Dressed as 
Student Nurses

Nursing Uniform 
Dolls
In hospital schools 
of nursing, it was
a tradition for 
students to replicate 
their unique 
uniforms for a doll. 
These dolls 
represent uniforms 
from various nursing 
schools, 



Baby Bottles

Baby Bottles over Time
These baby bottles, many dating back to the mid-1880s, 
indicate changes in infant feeding over time. (collection 
donated by Laurie K. Glass



Nursing Caps

Nursing Caps
The practice of wearing caps grew out of the religious and 
military tradition which often required formal head coverings. 
Each school of nursing had a unique cap that identified its 
graduates. A black or blue velvet stripe was added to the cap 
when the student nurse graduated. In the 1970s, the tradition 
of nursing caps began to fade.

The Historical 
Gallery owns over 
130 caps from 
various schools of 
nursing

The Signe Cooper cap 
collection, over 100 
caps, was donated by 
the UW School of 
Nursing..



Nurses as Flight 
Attendants

United Airlines Stewardess 
Uniform ca. 1944.
In the 1930s, as US airlines 
increased their passenger 
service, they hired nurses as the 
first airline stewardesses. Nurses 
tended to the needs of 
passengers and provided a 
greater sense of safety in the 
early days of flight.

Poster Depicting the "Average 
United Stewardess"



US Cadet Nurse 
Corps

U.S. Cadet Nurse Cops 
Poster
The U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps 
was established in 1943, 
during World War II, to 
recruit women into nursing. 
The program offered full 
room, board, and stipend in 
return for working in a 
hospital until the end of the 
war. The program officially 
ended in 1948; an estimated 
125,000 nurses graduated 
from the program. 

Sheet Music for 
U. S. Cadet Nurse Corps 
March
.



US Cadet Nurse Corps 

Cadet Nurse Insignia

Copy of the Cadet Nurse 
Pledge
.



Nurses in 
      World War II

   Navy Nurse Corps

Invelda M. Artz, 
     LT, NNC
Items donated by her 
niece Anita Wolf



World War II and its 
Effects (1939-1954)



Nurses in 
    World War II

Army Nurse Corps.

Left: Dress wool green 
uniform.

Right: Brown/white 
seersucker work uniform. 
Worn in China Burma India 
theater and in North Africa.

Flight jacket. Belonged to 
Army Nurse Corps flight 
nurse..



Vietnam and Beyond 
(1955+)



Vietnam Era
      Navy  Nurse

US Navy Nurse Corps 
Uniform, 1971-1984
Black wool dress 
uniform with the Lt. 
Commander insignia. The 
uniform belonged to 
Professor Emerita Laurie 
K.Glass who served as a Navy 
Nurse, 1970-1990.



Vietnam Era Admiral 
Uniform

Uniform of UWM Nursing 
Alumna, Margaret 
Rykowski
BS 1976, MS 1981

RADM, NC, USNR, Ret 
(1987-2013)



Nurses in World War I

Ada Garvey and WWI
Ada Garvey was a World 
War I Army Nurse ca. 1917-
1919, recruited by the Red 
Cross. Later Garvey would 
become a Wisconsin 
county public health nurse. 
Included in this display are 
Garvey's 'dog tags,' mess 
kit, and her scrap book 
from her "basic training."



World War I
  Army Nurse Corps

Uniform and Bathing 
Suit c. 1917-1919
This is a World War I 
Army Nurse Corps 
wool uniform and 
bathing suit.



Frances Cunningham

Frances H. Cunningham Case
Frances H. Cunningham was the first and only director of 
the UW-Madison Division of Nursing at UW-Milwaukee. 
She was active in facilitating the transition to the School 
of Nursing at UW-Milwaukee. Cunningham was 
appointed Associate Dean of the UW-Milwaukee School 
of Nursing in 1967. Cunningham died in 1970.



Nursing School Pins

Each school of nursing had their own unique pin. 
Upon graduating it was an honor to get your pin.  No 
matter where in the world one was working, you knew 
a graduate of your school when you saw the pin.



International 
Collaboration

Japan.

A nursing conceptual model, in Japanese on the left, 
English translation on the right.
.



International 
Collaboration

Faculty 
involvement in 
international 
nursing.

The 4th US-Russian Nursing Conference



Diverse Nursing 
Leaders 

Carol Matson 
Calvin and 
Barbara Nichols, 
Wisconsin nurse 
leaders
.

Mary Elizabeth Carnegie, well known author visits UWM 
Nursing.
.



The Local Gallery 
Nursing Education

Hospital Schools and Nursing Education



Nursing School Uniforms

Nursing School Uniform Capes
These are examples of school-specific capes. Nurses 
wore these capes as part of their uniforms. Each school of 
nursing had their own unique uniform, as well as a cap 
and a pin. 
The Center for Nursing history owns more that 40 capes.



St. Mary's Hospital School of 
Nursing, Milwaukee, WI 1894-
1969

St. Mary's Uniform and cap



St. Mary's Hospital School of 
Nursing 1894-1969

History and 
Diploma

Hospital Schools Training and Rules.



Mt. Sinai Hospital 
School of Nursing, 
Milwaukee, WI
1914-1973

Diploma, pin and photos.

Uniform and cap



Vintage Artwork

Examples of art work often seen on nursing student dormitory 
walls.



UW-Milwaukee School 
of Nursing, est. 1965

UWM School of Nursing 
Uniform ca. 1971.
UWM never had a cap. 
Schools stopped requiring 
that they be worn in the 
early 1970s



UWM School of 
Nursing



Milwaukee Lutheran 
Hospital School of 
Nursing, Milwaukee, WI
1903-1973

This is a student's uniform from 
the 1940s-1950s.



Evangelical 
Deaconess Hospital 
School of Nursing, 
Milwaukee, WI
1910-1986

Pant uniforms for women 
were allowed beginning in 
the mid 1970s

.



Evangelical 
Deaconess Hospital 
School of Nursing
1910-1986

Yearbook and photos



Columbia Hospital 
School and College of 
Nursing.



Columbia Hospital 
School of Nursing

Title



University of 
Wisconsin-
Madison, School of 
Nursing

The Center for Nursing 
History houses select 
items donated by the 
Madison School of 
Nursing.



University of 
Wisconsin-
Madison, School of 
Nursing

Signe Skott Cooper Nursing 
History Collection. Signe 
was the leading nurse 
historian in Wisconsin for 
40 years.

UW Madison Uniform ca. 1940s
.



Caps from various 
schools

A sample of the over 130 caps in the Cooper cap 
collection.



Nursing Education 
Materials

A sample of the lecture notes and 
student notes in the collection.



Nursing Licensure and 
Certification 



Gallery 3
Nursing Uniforms
1970-2024

Mens Carroll Columbia uniform 
top, UW Madison 1970s uniform 
and UWM 2024 uniform..



Images of Nurses 
Presented to Children

.



Images of Nurses 
Presented to Children

A sample of the puzzles and dolls in the collection.



Notable Nurses

Clara Barton
.

Florence Nightingale



The American 
Red Cross

Caps, books, photos and a 1940 
uniform.



Original WW I 
American Red Cross        
posters.

• 3 of the 5 that the Center for 
Nursing History owns



Army Nurse Corps 
during the VietNam War

Vietnam Era Uniforms
.



Womens Vietnam 
Memorial Project 

The original design of the 
monument in Washington 
DC

.



A sample of the books 
written about nurses' 
experience in VietNam

.

.



Tools over Time

Examples of the "tools"  nurses have used over 150 years..



Antique Wheelchairs 

The 2 on the right are collapsible. The 
one on the left was used in the 1890s..
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