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What are Restorative Practices?

“What Are Restorative Practices?” Youth Restoration Project of Rhode Island, yrpofri.org/what-are-restorative-practices/.



What are Restorative Practices?

“Restorative Practices.” Wayne Francis Charitable Trust, www.wfct.org.nz/positive-youth-development/pyd-stories/restorative-practice/.



Why Restorative Practices?

• “[When]Students are held responsible for justifying their 
reasoning, [they are] therefore increasing their 
mathematical knowledge and understanding (Rawding 
and Wills 2012)”. 

• Circles give people an opportunity to speak and listen to 
one another in an atmosphere of safety, decorum and 
equality.” (IIRP 2017)

• There is a simple way to tell how trust is developing: 
observe the level of participation in the circle (Clifford)

Clifford, A. (n.d.) Teaching Restorative Practices Using Classroom Circles. 
http://www.healthiersf.org/RestorativePractices/Resources/documents/RP%20Curriculum%20and%20Scripts%20and%20PowePoints/Classroom%20Curriculum/Teaching%20Restorative%20Practic
es%20in%20the%20Classroom%207%20lesson%20Curriculum.pdf 
Rawding, M. R., & Wills, T. (2012). Discourse: Simple moves that work. Mathematics Teaching in the Middle School 18, 46–51.
Staff, I. (n.d.). Home. Retrieved January 2017, from http://www.iirp.edu/what-we-do/what-is-restorative-practices/defining-restorative/21-5-2-circles 

http://www.healthiersf.org/RestorativePractices/Resources/documents/RP%20Curriculum%20and%20Scripts%20and%20PowePoints/Classroom%20Curriculum/Teaching%20Restorative%20Practices%20in%20the%20Classroom%207%20lesson%20Curriculum.pdf
http://www.healthiersf.org/RestorativePractices/Resources/documents/RP%20Curriculum%20and%20Scripts%20and%20PowePoints/Classroom%20Curriculum/Teaching%20Restorative%20Practices%20in%20the%20Classroom%207%20lesson%20Curriculum.pdf
http://www.iirp.edu/what-we-do/what-is-restorative-practices/defining-restorative/21-5-2-circles


Why Restorative Practices?
      Total Check-ins                  Check-ins per minute

Class 1(Algebra Sem 2): 3 check-ins in 2 minutes to 14 check-ins in 2 minutes .  
Class 2(Algebra Sem 2): 13 check-ins in 10 minutes to 14 check-ins in 2 minutes .

Highlights: 
• Student went from “ We should go back to original seating” to “I like them ☺”
• Student went from “Boring” to “I feel respected”
• When asked who was at a "1 (low)"  on the math, 4 students raised their hand.
• Day after circle students were saying "We are going to Harvard“ 



Why Restorative Practices?

Highlights: 
• “I like (circle) because it let's me know I'm not the only one struggling. It also lets me know more about my classmates.”

• Students used a circle agreement “speak with respect” outside of circle.



https://docs.google.com/file/d/175MMeVrjE1_U8l8ooElpsSwLGAM80vFJ/preview


Workshop Circle
● Opening
● Purpose
● Check-in
● Overview 
● Values/Establishing Norms Circle
● Content Circle 
● Question/Answer



Opening 
Cleo Wade’s 

what to do with what we learn 



Purpose
○ Use Restorative Practices to deepen trust and 

community to increase math discourse
○ Foster positive math identities



Check-in
Choose a talking piece to pass and share:
● Your name
● Your school and position
● In one sentence share why are you in the role you 

are currently in? 



Activity 
How familiar are you with Restorative Practices?
● Line up from beginning to advanced







Balance in the Process

Miner, K. (2010, April 18). Stages of a Talking Circle. Retrieved November 2, 2017, from 
http://www.circle-space.org/2010/04/18/restorative-justice-training-for-circle-facilitators-requires-4-elements of when referencing Restorative 
there are practices to use daily and content circles that can be used to build trust and community

http://www.circle-space.org/2010/04/18/restorative-justice-training-for-circle-facilitators-requires-4-elements


Values/Establishing 
Agreements Circle

Definition of a value: a person’s principles or 
standards of behavior; one’s judgement of what is 

important in life. 



Debrief
How could you use this Circle in your practice?

If any, what changes would you make? 



Content Circle 

How far was your travel to here?



Which would YOU rather?
Include any considerations or assumptions you made in deciding



Debrief
How could you adapt this Circle in your practice?



Check-Out 

How does this connect to the math identity you want to 
create in your classroom?



Check out
Cleo Wade’s 

what to do with what we learn 



Closing 
What is one takeaway from this Circle today?



Question/Answer




