


Module 2 Quiz Abuse Assessment Screen KEY











6)  True or False- At a minimum, the AAS should be completed within 60 days of enrollment.





7)  True or False- A follow-up on Plan of Action should be completed within 90 days of completion of Abuse Assessment Screen The follow-up plan of action should be completed in 60 days of completing the screen. Some services may take more time to coordinate but the closer the proximity there is between a person seeing a concern and receiving support for a positive change, the more likely they are to follow-through on the positive change.





8)  Please circle any of the statements which are a potential benefits to the parent/guardian of completing the Abuse Assessment Screen.


a) 	People appreciate receiving individualized services that are informed by their own lived experiences and this screen allows the home visitor to know the parent/guardian better.


Asking about abuse in a respectful and compassionate way can normalize that abuse occurs and reduce stigma for survivors.


Opens the door for home visitors to warn victims about how witnessing violence impacts children. Warning seldom illicits positive behavior change that is sustainable and may in fact further stigmatize victims and break trust with the home visitor.


Awareness of unmet needs provides an opportunity for connecting people with additional supports and resources for growth and healing.


Seeing the parent/guardian’s answers in black and white can provide leverage for a home visitor to convince a victim to leave a violent situation. It is not the home visitor’s job to convince someone to leave a violent situation.  Reducing isolation by providing non-judgmental services, sharing information about community resources, and supporting problem solving are legitimate roles for a home visitor.





9)  In your own words, what could you say when presenting the Abuse Assessment Screen to a parent to demonstrate that you have compassion for them? Statements should be open, accepting, non-judgmental, demonstrate concern for all families in the program including the family you’re screening and and recognize the sensitivity of the question.





10)  In your own words, what could you say when presenting the Abuse Assessment Screen to a parent to explain why we’re asking them to complete the screen? Statements should be factual, and explain why this is part of the home visiting process.  The explanation should include how common DV is and how knowing someone’s situation can help the home visitor be an effective resource person.





11)  In your own words, what could you say when presenting the Abuse Assessment Screen to a parent to send the message that they not being singled out to complete the screen? Emphasize that everyone is asked to complete the screen within the first 60 days that they are enrolled in the program.





12) True or False- Sexual violence can occur in a committed relationship. Even when someone is in a committed relationship, it is possible that they have never consented to sex.  Even when someone has given consent once, that isn’t blanket consent for all future sexual acts.  Rape can and does occur in committed relationships,





13)  True or False- Domestic violence can occur within same sex relationships. In a 2015 article by Stiles-Shields & Carroll, they found that there is a 25% prevalence of intimate partner violence in same sex couples.  It may be even higher.  Researchers believe that in addition to the barriers to reporting that hetero sexual couples face, additional barriers to seeking help may also include fear of being outed.





14)  True or False- Home visitors should take additional personal safety precautions if they suspect or know domestic/intimate partner violence is occurring with a family on their caseload. Staff should develop a safety plan that their supervisor is supporting if delivering services to a family experiencing DV.





15)  One way I can measure success with a woman who is experiencing domestic/intimate partner violence and has decided to stay in the relationship is… Look for red flags such as focusing solely on a victim leaving.








16)  One thing I can do to receive support from a supervisor if know or suspect there is domestic violence in a family on my case load  is…
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“�HYPERLINK "http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/steviewond399917.html" \o "view quote"�The worst aspect of chronic stress is that people get used to it. They forget it's there. People are immediately aware of acute stress because it is new; they ignore chronic stress because it is old, familiar, and sometimes, almost comfortable. �”





~MIller and SMith- 


The STress Solution





Reflective Exercises





Analyze Successful Use and Follow-up on the PSS


Keep a log of screening activities that goes beyond measuring timelines and due dates.  


Track how you felt before doing the PSS and after the PSS.  


Track what how you perceived the family’s reaction to completing the PSS


Consider how your feelings about using a tool might impact a family’s responses and reactions


Make a note of how this information might be useful in building or maintaining engagement





Affirm Strengths and Efforts


Stay in the moment with someone when they express, stress, pain, or frustration.  Affirm strengths and efforts to deal with stress that you’ve observed.  The more concrete and specific, the more powerful the affirmation will be.





Case Review


After completing a screen, review case notes and consider if new information from a screen  provides insight into past visits.





 























1)  Please circle all of the statements that are true about abuse.


One in every four women will experience domestic violence in her lifetime. 


An estimated 1.3 million women are victims of physical assault by an intimate partner each year.


The majority (73%) of family violence victims are male. Actually, 73% are female.


Females were 84% of spousal abuse victims and 86% of abuse victims at the hands of a boyfriend.


Boys who witness domestic violence are ten times as likely to abuse their own partners and children when they become adults. Boys who witness DV are 2 times as likely to be perpetrators as adults.





2)  Please circle all of the statements that are true about conducting the Abuse Assessment Screen.


Record responses and determine if there is a positive or negative screen. 


Only conduct the Abuse Assessment Screen if you suspect there is intimate partner/domestic violence.


The Abuse Assessment Screen should be routinely and universally completed within 60 days of enrollment,


Build a safety plan if the threat is current and insist that they keep a written copy of the plan.


Leaving a written copy of the safety plan that can be found/seen by the partner committing abuse is risky.


Provide a warm hand-off/referral to community resources, if needed.


If the threat isn’t immediate but the person needs additional mental health support, insist that they call a local domestic violence shelter.


Insisting on the victim taking action parallels the domestic violence cycle of taking power and control from the victim. Not all communities have domestic violence shelter.  Keep your focus on supporting the victim wherever they’re at in the process.  





3)  True or False- Domestic violence victimization leads to  significantly higher risks of depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder, suicide attempts, and drug abuse among victims.





4)  True or False- Regardless of who is in the household, you should complete the Abuse Assessment Screen with the family if it is within the benchmark timeframe. 


While paying attention to benchmark timelines is important and conducting the screen shouldn’t be pushed to the last possible visit to meet the timeline, safety is a priority. The AAS should be completed with respect to privacy and safety.





5)  Please circle all of the items that are a part of effective safety plans.


Victims benefit from thinking ahead about a safe place to go if an argument occurs - avoid rooms with no exits (bathroom), or rooms with weapons (kitchen). 


Victims benefit from making a mental list of safe people to contact. 


Victims benefit from memorizing all important numbers. 


Victims don’t benefit from establishing a "code word" or "sign" so that family, friends, teachers or co-workers know when to call for help. A code word can be a life saving strategy.


Victims don’t benefit from thinking about what to say to their partner if he\she becomes violent- thinking about it increases the chance it will happen. Reflecting on violent episodes to plan for safety does not increase the likelihood of abuse.  While victims aren’t responsible for saying the right thing to forgo abuse, and the person committing the abuse is the only one responsible, considering strategies to de-escalate a situation can be helpful.  Thinking of ways to de-escalate in the moment and under stress is unlikely.  Having some practiced/prepared strategies may help.
































