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Vision Zero 
Overview



These Are Not Accidents              THEY ARE PREVENTABLE CRASHES



A New Way at Looking at Traffic Safety



Speed Kills



Key Data



Milwaukee Traffic Deaths 1994-2023
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Data Driven, Equity Centered



10% of streets have 58% of the serious 
injury and fatal crashes

High-Injury 
Network



Auto Fatalities Double in Milwaukee, But Decline for Balance of 
State



Black Milwaukeeans Die at Nearly Twice the Rate from 
Auto Fatalities



Fatality/Severe Injury Rate 
by mode per crash

• 17% of pedestrian crashes
• 6.7% of bicycle crashes 
• 0.83% of driver crashes

Streets that are safe for 
people walking and biking 
are safe for everyone



Fatal and Serious Injury crashes vs. Transit 
Ridership in Milwaukee County



We Can Change This
                                   People Want It



Strategic Actions
Streets for All 

Street Redesigns

Protected Bike 
Lanes

Safe Speeds

Community 
Engagement

Action Planning 
with Partners

Education

Communication



ACCESSIBILITY

Credit: Isaac Rowlett



COMMUNICATION



COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT



ART 



ACTION PLANNING 
WITH PARTNERS

Credit: Isaac Rowlett



•  is a transportation policy and design approach 
•  to planning, designing, operating, and 

maintaining streets
•  to enable safe, convenient and comfortable 

travel and access 
•  for users of all ages and abilities
•  regardless of their mode of transportation.

COMPLETE STREETS





LIKE THIS...



NOT THIS...



MORE THAN TRAVEL LANES

•  Green infrastructure
•  EV charging stations
•  Comfortable seating
•  Smart parking meters
•  Street trees
•  Sidewalk cafes
•  Parklets
•  Bike share stations
•  Scooter parking



• Reduced air and water 
pollution

• Reduced heat island effect
• Stormwater infiltration
• Support for pollinators and 

other wildlife

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS



• Reduced asthma 
and lung-related 
illnesses

• More active travel
• Reduced obesity, 

heart disease, etc

HEALTH BENEFITS



• Reduced 
transportation 
costs

• Increased person-
carrying capacity for 
the same roadway

• Increased economic 
activity for 
businesses

ECONOMIC BENEFITS



Credit: Isaac Rowlett

Credit: Isaac Rowlett

STREET TRANSFORMATION PROJECTS



NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC CALMING

Credit: Ben Jordan



RAPID IMPLEMENTATION



Credit: Jeramey Jannene

PROTECTED BIKE LANES



BIKE BOULEVARDS



Credit: Isaac Rowlett

PLACES FOR PEOPLE



Credit: Isaac Rowlett

•  Published annually since 2019
•  Looks at both City overall and 

Neighborhood Revitalization 
Strategy Areas (NRSAs)

•  Includes 
• Case studies
• Statistics on new street 

infrastructure and usage
• Changes in long term health 

trends

COMPLETE STREETS HEALTH AND EQUITY REPORT



Credit: Isaac Rowlett

•  Internal policy manual
•  Topics include… 

• Identifying and selecting 
projects

• Community engagement plans
• Best practices for developing 

alternatives
• Project evaluation

•  Includes “workbook” that 
project managers can follow 
step by step

COMPLETE STREETS 
HANDBOOK



Vision Zero Action Plan Survey



Vision Zero Action Plan Survey



 
• Draft plan
• Exploring

• Technology based solutions
• Justice system reform
• State and Federal law changes

Next Steps



• Drive the speed limit
• Yield to pedestrians
• Participate in Speeding-We Can Live Without 

It education campaign
• Materials for your business
• Social media (comment and share)

• Invite Vision Zero to teach a class, give a 
presentation, or make art

Get Involved



jwineb@milwaukee.gov
mameyer@milwaukee.gov
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