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Current Context 

• WisDOT’s Bureau of Planning & Economic Development

• Responsible for the state’s long-range transportation plan in 

accordance with federal 23 CFR 450.216.

• Connections 2030

• Adopted in 2009

• Establishes a vision for the state’s transportation system

• Details specific policies, actions and priority corridors  

• Used traditional in-person public engagement



Dynamic Long-Range Plans



Connect 2050 – the updated plan

• A new plan for a new time

• A vision plan, not a policy plan 

• Integrates new stakeholder and public 

engagement techniques 

• Streamlined, user-friendly document with 

visualizations 



What is Connect 2050?

• LONG-RANGE: Looks ahead to the future, in this case to 2050. 

• STATEWIDE: Has a broad reach, its vision, goals, and objectives will guide 

WisDOT’s decision-making for all Wisconsin and for all people.

• MULTIMODAL: Setting goals and objectives that apply to all modes and 

means of transportation in Wisconsin, including cars, roads, transit, 

biking, walking, rail, aviation and water transport.

Connect 2050, Wisconsin’s long-range statewide transportation plan 

provides the vision, goals, and objectives that will guide development of 

the statewide transportation system into the future.



How does
the plan work?

Connect 2050’s goals and 

objectives will be implemented 

through a series of short-term 

actions identified in technical 

reports, modal plans, 

operational plans, business 

plans and programs.
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VISION

Vision is a statement that describes WisDOT's desired future for our transportation system as it is 
developed and maintained over time. 

GOALS

Goals are high-level statements that set direction and identify topics of critical importance to 
furthering the statewide multimodal transportation system. 

OBJECTIVES

Objectives are more specific than goals and identify the ends to which specific action items, or 
policies, will be aimed. 

POLICIES

Policies are specific action-based statements that identify means by which the goals and 
objectives will be implemented. In the context of WisDOT’s long-range planning process, policies 
are identified in WisDOT’s modal plans such as the Wisconsin Rail Plan or Freight Plan, business 
plans such as the Transportation Asset Management Plan, or other strategic planning efforts. 

ACTIONS

Actions are activities. They are specific things WisDOT, or other entities will do to implement 
policies such as identifying a project for funding.
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Questions or Comments?


