
Institutional Biosafety Committee 

Dec-12-2025 

 

Location: Microsoft Teams 

Member Roster: Brad De Pons (IBC Chair), Sonia Bardy (IBC Vice Chair; 1:39-3:18pm), Jill 

McClary-Gutierrez (Admin/BSO), Zac Driscoll, David Frick (1:31-3:22pm), Andrew Kuzma (2:20-

3:22pm), Diane Lindsley, Shama Mirza (1:33-3:22pm), Dean Nardelli, Jenny Nemke, Heather 

Owen 

Additional Attendees: 

Non-Voting Members 
 Melody Harries attended 1:30-3:22pm 

 Melissa Spadanuda attended 2:09-3:05pm 

Guests 

 Aimee Hamilton attended 1:30-3:22pm 

 Jeffrey Lopez-Rojas attended 1:41-1:48pm 

 Avik Roy attended 2:16-2:54pm 

 Yongjin Sung attended 2:06-2:19pm 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 1:30pm 

2. Announcements 

• BSO Updates  

o Spill, Exposure, & Near Miss Reports 

▪ None to report 

 

  









Previous experiments have also involved HeLa cells transfected with FUCCI, a cell cycle 

fluorescent labeling system. However, the FUCCI-HeLa cells are no longer available, and the lab 

is now submitting additional experiments which aim to establish a new FUCCI-labeled cell line 

using plasmids purchased from Addgene. The plasmids will be purchased and purified by an 

external company before their use to transfect cell lines. The amendment also includes new 

experiments involving commercially available organoid culture, which follows standard 

recommendations and reagents for culture of induced pluripotent stem cells. 

The committee requested clarification from the PI, primarily focusing on gaining a better 

understanding of the experiments and reagents included in the new plasmid transfection 

experiments. Specifically, the PI clarified that the FUCCI encoding lentiviral plasmid will be used 

to transfect colon and breast cancer cell lines only, and that the lab will not be packaging or 

using lentiviral vectors. The committee also requested clarification on waste disposal methods. 

The PI confirmed that the lab does not have access to a bulk autoclave and therefore any 

biohazardous waste is decontaminated using bleach before disposal in the trash or drain. 

Following discussion with the PI, the committee continued to discuss the submitted protocol 

amendment. Based on the PI’s provided information, the committee felt confident that no 

lentiviral vectors were being used in the planned experiments and that this should be clarified in 

the submitted protocol materials before approval. The committee also determined that if the 

PI’s plans change and lentiviral vectors are going to be used, the amendment should be re-

reviewed by the full committee to confirm sufficient safety information. 

 3:21pm: Motion made by Dean Nardelli, seconded by Jenny Nemke, to approve the 

amendment to protocol B22.018 at BSL-2 pending protocol edits to confirm that experiments 

do not involve packaged lentiviral vectors or helper cell lines. 

 For: 10 

 Against: 0 

 Abstain: 0 

  





communicable, and the mice do not excrete or shed any prion-like proteins. In discussion of in 
vitro procedures involving brain tissue, it was determined that activities were low risk because 

the amyloid beta protein was not being extracted or directly manipulated by the research team 

and has only been demonstrated to be transmissible via direct injection into neural tissue. 

Analogous to autopsy procedures involving Alzheimer’s, the committee determined that no 

special additional precautions should be required. 

  3:06pm: Motion made by Sonia Bardy, seconded by Diane Lindsley, to approve protocol 

B26.010 at BSL-1 pending updates to the protocol form to reflect the risk assessment, addition 

of lab-specific procedural training as described by the PI, and other minor clarifications to PPE 

and lab documentation. 

 For: 11 

Against: 0 

Abstain: 0 

4. Notifications 

 

Administrative Approval of New Submissions 

Administrative Approval of Protocol Amendments 

Study Number 
Title PI NIH Section III 

Subsection / 

Containment Level 

Note 

B26.011 

Algal 

bioremediation 

of PFAS 

compounds 

Berges, 

John 

F / BSL-1 This protocol 

aims to survey 

different species 

of microalgae 

under different 

growth 

conditions to 

determine 

potential for 

PFAS 

bioremediation. 

Study Number 

Title PI NIH Section III 

Subsection / 

Containment 

Level 

Note 

B23.014 

Functional interplay of 

hippocampus, 

prefrontal and 

entorhinal cortex in 

social recognition 

memory 

Lopez 

Rojas, 

Jeffrey 

III-D-4 / BSL-2 Amendment to add 

and remove 

research personnel 

approved 

administratively 



Approval of Minor Modifications on Renewals 

 

5. Old Business 

1. Approve November Meeting Minutes 

   1:39pm: Motion made by Heather Owen, seconded by Jenny Nemke to approve 

meeting minutes from the Institutional Biosafety Committee meeting on November 14, 2025. 

  For: 8 

  Against: 0 

  Abstain: 2 (Jill McClary-Gutierrez, Shama Mirza) 

 

Study Number 
Title PI NIH Section III 

Subsection / 

Containment Level 

Note 

B20.013 
Role of cell 

cycle regulators 

in bone healing 

Premnath, 

Priyatha 

F/ BSL-2 3-year renewal 

reviewed by the 

full committee 


