Application

Interdisciplinary Scholars Partnering for Action and Research with Communities
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	Name:
	

	Student ID:
	

	UWM Email address:
	

	Degree :
	

	College:
	

	Program:
	

	Year in degree
	

	Advisor/Committee Chair:
	

	Advisor/Committee Chair email:
	





Please respond to each question/prompt in the box provided (the box will expand as you type). We advise you to read all the questions first to note where we are looking for specific information. Try to avoid writing the same thing over and over; depth of reflection and clarity of writing will be considered in selecting i-SPARC Scholars. 


NOTE: Academic honesty and scholarly integrity are essential for the work of this program and values of the University of Wisconsin Graduate School. Do not use AI or other technology to generate ideas, write, or edit your application statements. We will ask you to affirm that your work is your own before submitting. Failure to meet these expectations will result in disqualification for this program.




I. Interest in being an i-SPARC Scholar

	Please tell us why you are interested in being an i-SPARC Scholar?  How do you expect this experience to impact your professional development?

	








II. Alignment of your background with the i-SPARC project to which you are applying

	Select the project that is your first or only choice for consideration as an i-SPARC Scholar:

	· Project 1.  Expanding Access to Vision Rehabilitation Services: Using data to understand and support needs for individuals ages 0-18 years with vision disability in Rural and Underserved Areas

· Project 2.  Expanding Access to Vision Rehabilitation Services: Understanding barriers, identifying resources, and growing and leveraging partnerships in Rural and Underserved Areas





	What skills or background will you bring to being a member of this project team if you are selected?

	






	What skills do you want to develop as a result of being an active member of this project team?

	







If you are applying to be a member of either project, please complete this section again here, specifically addressing the project that is your second choice. If you are only interested in being considered for one of the project teams, skip this repeated section. 


	Select the project that is your second choice for your consideration as an i-SPARC Scholar:

	· Project 1.  Expanding Access to Vision Rehabilitation Services: Using data to understand and support needs for individuals ages 0-18 years with vision disability in Rural and Underserved Areas

· Project 2.  Expanding Access to Vision Rehabilitation Services: Understanding barriers, identifying resources, and growing and leveraging partnerships in Rural and Underserved Areas





	What skills or background will you bring to being a member of this project team if you are selected?

	






	What skills do you want to develop as a result of being an active member of this project team?

	







III. Experience with being a member of a team.

	Please identify your experience working as a member of a team. Examples should include more than team projects in coursework. This might include, but is not limited to, work/internship experience, research experience, student organizations, etc. If you have been part of an interdisciplinary team, please tell us about this, as well. 

	






	How do you think that members of other teams you have worked with in the past would describe you? 

	






	Please give us an example of a conflict you experienced in working as a member of a team. How did you resolve or work through this?  What did you learn about yourself from this experience?

	






IV. Self-reflection

	Behavior or skill to be self-rated
	Using a rating scale of 0 = (lowest) to 5 (highest), please self-rate yourself. 

	How effective are you with time-management?
	

	How effective are you with being self-directed for breaking tasks into smaller pieces, putting these pieces on a timeline, and delivering on these without someone creating or reminding you of these goals and deliverables?
	

	How effective is your spoken/verbal communication?*
	

	How effective is your written communication?*
	

	How confident are you with representing your discipline within an interdisciplinary team (you will be the only “X” scholar on the team)?
	

	How well do you manage the stress of multiple deadlines?
	


*It is ok if English is not your first language; please answer this question with regard to your native language.


V. Availability and affirmations

Please note all other positions or commitments you have on/off campus, beyond your degree

	Position examples
	 % appointment or hrs per week

	· Teaching Assistantship
	

	· Research Assistantship
	

	· Project Assistantship
	

	· Other
	

	· Employed off-campus
	




· I affirm that I am and will be available across the 2026-27 Academic Year for full participation in this i-SPARC program. 

· I affirm that I have spoken with and obtained support for my participation in i-SPARC from my degree advisor or committee chair.

· The completed/signed degree advisor or committee chair form is included with this application.

· My current resume or CV is submitted with this application. 

· I affirm that everything I have submitted is my own work and that I have not used AI or Grammarly or other similar technology to construct my responses or edit my writing. 

· Signature (required for submission): 
image1.png
=SPARC




