Advisor Approval Form

Interdisciplinary Scholars Partnering for Action and Research with Communities
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i-SPARC is a graduate school-community partnership program where community organizations define real-world challenges, and interdisciplinary teams of UWM graduate scholars respond through applied research, innovation, and collaboration.

This program will require 4-6 hours per week of time investment from your student.


Your student is applying for a position as an i-SPARC Scholar for the coming academic year. The Graduate School requires the support of each student’s Faculty advisor or committee chair for participation. Please complete this form and provide it to your student to submit with their application materials.


	Student’s name:
	

	Student’s degree program:
	

	Student’s anticipated date of degree completion/graduation:
		

	Affirmation of student’s good standing in their academic program:
	(Please initial)




	Advisor/Committee Chair name:
	

	Academic program/department/college:
	

	UWM email:
	




I. Advocacy for your student’s participation in i-SPARC.

	How will participation in this program augment the academic and career readiness of this student?

	







II. Student behaviors

	Behavior or skill
	Using a rating scale of 0 = (lowest) to 5 (highest), please self-rate this student. 

	How effective is this student with time-management?
	

	How effective is this student with being self-directed for breaking tasks into smaller pieces, putting these pieces on a timeline, and delivering on these without someone creating or reminding them of these goals and deliverables?
	

	How effective is this student’s spoken/verbal communication?*
	

	How effective is this student’s written communication?*
	

	How confident will this student be in representing their discipline within an interdisciplinary team?
	

	How well does this student manage the stress of multiple deadlines?
	


*If English is not this student’s first language, please note any supports this student needs for effective communication. 


III. Student availability

Please note other positions or commitments this student will have on/off campus beyond their degree

	Position examples
	 % appointment or hrs per week

	· Teaching Assistantship
	

	· Research Assistantship
	

	· Project Assistantship
	

	· Other
	

	· Employed off-campus
	




IV. Affirmation of Support

· I affirm my support of this student’s participation in this program across the 2026-27 Academic Year.

· I agree to mentor this student to support their skills and contributions to this project. (Note: This should be a minimal ask of your time and should be easily absorbed into your regular mentoring sessions for your student’s overall professional development and career goals)

· I understand that as a Faculty member with a student in this program, I will receive email updates and highlights throughout the year.

· Signature (required for submission): 
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