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 Grade Point 
Average (if 
graduate is not 
available use 
undergraduate) 

 
Academic and Career 
Goals 

 
Potential to contribute 
diversity to field of graduate 
study 

 
Scholarly or Creative 
Achievement 

 
Departmental 
Assessment of 
Academic Strength 

 
Letters of 
Recommendation 

2 Low GPA Poorly defined: Little detail on 
academic and career goals 
that relate to the field of 
study. Lacks technical writing 
skills, structure, style, clarity, 
and/or conciseness. 

Low indication of potential 
to contribute to diverse 
perspectives in knowledge 
or practice. 

A publication, 
presentation, creative 
activities, or career 
experience related to 
studies 

Indicative of low 
relevant academic 
achievement or 
potential 

Indicative of low 
relevant academic 
achievement or 
potential 

4 Good GPA Moderately well defined: 
Some details of academic and 
career goals that relate to the 
field of study. Good technical 
writing skills, structure, style, 
clarity, and/or conciseness. 

Indicative of potential 
contribution to diverse 
perspectives in knowledge 
or practice. 

Few publications, 
presentations, creative 
activities and/or career 
experiences related to 
studies 

Indicative of good 
academic achievement 
or potential 

Indicative of good 
academic 
achievement or 
potential 

6 Very Good GPA Well defined: Many details on 
academic and career goals 
that relate to the field of 
study. Very good technical 
writing skills, structure, style, 
clarity, and conciseness. 

Indicative of very good 
potential contribution to 
diverse perspectives in 
knowledge or practice. 

Several publications, 
presentations, creative 
activities, and/or career 
experiences related to 
studies 

Indicative of very good 
academic achievement 
or potential 

Indicative of very 
good academic 
achievement or 
potential 

8 High GPA Fully defined: Appropriate 
details on academic and 
career goals that relate to 
the field of study. Strong 
technical writing skills, 
structure, style, clarity, and 
conciseness. 

Indicative of strong 
potential contribution to 
diverse perspectives in 
knowledge or practice. 

Many publications, 
presentations, creative 
activities, and/or career 
experiences related to 
studies 

Indicative of strong 
academic achievement 
or potential 

Indicative of strong 
academic 
achievement or 
potential 

10 Very High GPA Thoughtfully defined: 
Appropriate details on 
academic and career goals 
that relate to the field of 
study. Excellent technical 
writing skills, structure, style, 
clarity, and conciseness. 

Indicative of exceptional 
potential contribution to 
diverse perspectives in 
knowledge or practice. 

High number of 
publications, presentations, 
creative activities, and/or 
career experiences related 
to studies 

Indicative of very high 
academic achievement 
or potential 

Indicative of high 
academic 
achievement or 
potential 

 


