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Since the EMS building opened, it has played a crucial role in developing 
world-class research and Wisconsin’s engineering and computer science 
workforce. But to remain relevant, it must be modernized. UWM has proven 
it can do this efficiently and effectively, with the recently renovated 9th and 
10th floors being completed under budget and winning praise from students, 
faculty and industry partners. Further investment will deliver continued results. 
Top students will stay in Wisconsin, be trained by top faculty and become the 
skilled professionals who fuel our state’s economy.

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESULTS

Wisconsin desperately needs 
more engineering professionals, 
but UWM’s Engineering & 
Mathematical Sciences building, 
which is more than 50 years old,  
is inadequate to address the 
shortage. In recent years, 800 
students accepted by UWM’s 
program instead opted for out-of-
state programs, taking talent and 
tuition with them. UWM must 
upgrade to remain competitive.

With enhanced facilities, UWM  
will better leverage its long track 
record of producing the top 
professionals that Wisconsin’s 
employers require. Nearly 80%  
of the college’s graduates remain  
in Wisconsin to live and work.  
And the college has trusted 
partnerships with more than 80 
regional business leaders whose 
companies generate more than 
$200 billion in annual revenue.

The strategic investment of 
$117.6 million increases short-
term recruitment and retention 
efforts and generates more long-
term talent. It initially redevelops 
the first three floors into a more 
welcoming, student-centric 
environment and creates state-
of-the-art learning spaces. Future 
demolition of the Physics Building 
allows for an expanded Engineering 
& Neuroscience Building.

SOLUTION
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UWM COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING & APPLIED SCIENCE (CEAS) FAST FACTS

 100
2,000+
students enrolled  
annually at CEAS 

 82+18+A
82%

of CEAS undergrads 
 are from Wisconsin

96+4+A
96%

of students are employed or 
continue their education within six 

months of graduation

78+22+A
78%

of CEAS graduates  
stay in the state
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CURRENT STATUS FUTURE BENEFITS

FACILITY

Inadequate and  
not competitive

Modernized and  
game-changing

PROGRAMS

 Lacking collaborative  
synergy and technology

STEM-collaborative  
and interdisciplinary

ENROLLMENT AND GRADUATION

Recruitment  
limited by facilities

Increased recruitment  
and retention

WORKFORCE IMPACT

Losing critical talent  
to other states

Keeping STEM talent  
in Wisconsin

Investment will directly benefit students 
in 25 CEAS programs:

Applied Computing  
Applied Mathematics & Computer Science  
Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning  
Biomedical and Health Informatics  
Biomedical Engineering  
Civil Engineering  
Civil Engineering/Urban Planning  
Computer Engineering  
Computer Science  
Connected Systems Engineering
Data Science  
Electrical and Computer Engineering  
Electrical Engineering  
Energy Engineering  
Engineering Mechanics  
Environmental Engineering
Industrial and Systems Engineering  
Industrial Engineering  
Manufacturing Engineering  
Materials Engineering  
Mechanical Engineering  
Occupational Biomechanics/Ergonomics  
Professional Practice in Civil Engineering 

Infrastructure  
Structural Engineering  
Web Development 

2027-2029
• Demolition of the old Physics Building 
• Construction of new Engineering  

& Neuroscience Building
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PROJECT  
TIMELINE

2021
• State invests $500,000 for predesign 

of new Engineering & Neuroscience 
Building project.

2025-2027
• Student-centric renovation of EMS floors 1 through 3
• Updated building systems
• Consolidated machine shops in EMS
• Relocated Physics labs and planetarium
• Design for new Engineering & Neuroscience Building 

2023
• Renovated 9th and 10th floors open
• Modernized research facilities and 

bolstered industry partnerships
• Completed under budget

1968
• EMS Building groundbreaking


