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Student Consent to Use of Information, Waiver, and Release
I, María del Carmen Corpus , hereby grant the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee Center
for International Education, the Global Studies Degree program, and its facilitators, faculty,
advisors, and staff, (“CIE”) the following rights in conjunction with the use of my Global Studies
489 International Internship Portfolio (“Portfolio”):

1. Create and maintain a digital copy of the Portfolio within CIE’s academic server space;
2. Edit the Portfolio for public consumption as deemed appropriate by CIE in its sole

discretion;
3. Provide a digital copy of the Portfolio to any party seeking information about international
internship opportunities or CIE’s programs;
4. Utilize the Portfolio for both quantitative and qualitative research and marketing
purposes in the pursuit of the mission and goals of CIE and provide the Portfolio to CIE
staff to achieve these purposes;

I understand that (i) I have the right not to consent to the release of my Portfolio, (ii) I have the
right to inspect my Portfolio, and (iii) I have the right to revoke this consent at any time by
delivering a written revocation as set forth herein. I understand that this authorization remains in
effect from the date I sign through the date on which I deliver written revocation of my consent.
I acknowledge CIE’s intent to utilize the Portfolio for educational, research, and related
marketing purposes. CIE reserves the right to utilize the information in full or part as related to
the purpose of its mission and goals, and I consent to such use. I hereby waive all rights of
privacy, compensation, and other rights, which I may have in connection with CIE’s use of my
Portfolio for the purposes set forth herein.
I understand the rights I am conferring upon CIE with regards to the Portfolio by signing this
agreement. I release and hold harmless the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin
System, the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, CIE, and each of their officers, employees,
and agents from claim or cause of action, whether now known or unknown, for any and all
claims arising out of the use of my Portfolio as set forth herein.
I understand that if I wish to discuss or negotiate the terms of this agreement, or if I desire to
revoke my consent, I may contact Professor Patrice Petro, Faculty Coordinator, Global Studies
Program, at (ppetro@uwm.edu; 414-229-4253).
I have read and agree to the terms of this Agreement:
Student

Parent/Guardian Information (if under 18):

Name:

María del Carmen Corpus

Name:

Email:

mdcorpus@uwm.edu

Email:

Signature:

María del Carmen Corpus

Signature:

Date:

9/12/14

Date:
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The process to finding an internship abroad is one that
requires a lot of research. In fall 2013, I started to research
Internship
agencies that could help me find an internship, and began
Placement
to visit the study abroad office as well as my advisor to
discuss details. In spring 2014, I visited the study abroad
Assignment
fair and found CEA and GlobaLinks, agencies that help
secure internships for students. At the fair, I presented my
resume to the agencies’ representatives. The
representative from GlobaLinks was rather impressed with my resume and said he
would be surprised if a company didn’t hire me. That was basically all I needed to hear.
By that point in time, I had concluded that I would not be able to finance a company like
GlobaLinks or CEA because they charge thousands of dollars for placement. Instead, I
looked at where the agencies were placing their journalism students. Through research,
I found that GlobaLinks was sending their communications/journalism students to The
Santiago Times and I Love Chile. After further research, I decided to submit my
materials independently to The Santiago Times. I applied in February and after an
interview in April, I secured the internship.
Securing the internship was quite an extensive process. I knew that such a process
would require time, dedication and diligence. The top three skills I learned from the
process are the following:
1. Persistence: I applied for the reporting intern position in mid-February of this year.
After submitting my materials, I didn’t hear anything for three weeks. Since I needed to
secure an internship for the summer and I had not submitted additional internship
applications, I really needed The Santiago Times to accept me. Following the third
week, I emailed the editor a follow-up email expressing my great interest in the position.
The following day after submitting the email, the editor replied asking for an interview.
Major events in Chile delayed the editor’s final response confirming my internship as a
reporter. Overall, I learned that if you really want something, you have to make things
happen and be persistent. There are so many individuals vying for the same spot, so
you have to demonstrate your interest. Applying is only the first step.
2. Patience: Working with foreign organizations or companies can be challenging in the
early stages. My communication with The Santiago Times’ editor was often delayed
because he had a number of interns to manage at the time. I recognized his job
responsibilities and wasn’t offended when my emails weren’t answered immediately. It’s
important to identify the things that could affect your communication with your internship
site and to be patient.
3. Honesty: The Santiago Times offers internship opportunities for a minimum fourmonth term. As I was wrapping up spring semester in May and would need to return in
time for fall semester, I could only complete a three-month term. Before accepting me
as an intern, my editor asked if I could start my academic term later so that I could
complete the full four months. I was worried that if I said no, he wouldn’t offer me the
internship. However, I had to be honest and explain that starting my term late would
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jeopardize my expected graduation of May 2015. In the end, he was able to
accommodate my academic schedule. It’s important to be honest from the very
beginning. If I had lied and then cut my internship short, that would not have been good
for me, or the company.
Skills goals:




Internship
Critical thinking: Learn to approach average topics in
Chile in different ways for unique story ideas.
Learning
o Immerse myself into Chile’s culture by exploring
Goals
beyond Santiago, doing further research on the
country’s history, and speaking to native and
non-native Chileans.
o Comparative analysis: It is important for me to
stay in the loop while I am away, and find out what is occurring not only in
the U.S. but in Wisconsin. Although Santiago is a rather modern city,
things are still done differently. By comparing the U.S. and Chile, I can use
one country’s thought process on another and develop my critical thinking
that way.
Develop my interpersonal communication skills with individuals who have
different beliefs, cultures, etc.
o Expose myself to more Spanish: As The Santiago Times is an English
online news source, everything is written in English. Although I do practice
my Spanish during interviews, at work, and at home; there is more I could
do. I can watch television in Spanish and listen to Spanish music.
o Learn about Chile’s history. Chile’s rule under a dictatorship is still a very
heavily discussed topic today, it’s important to learn about it so I can
understand and am able to communicate with people.

Knowledge goals:




Develop a solid understanding of Chilean society in terms of how the education
and political system work in Chile.
o Watch and read the news in Spanish.
o Go out and talk to students and everyday people. As this is already part of
my job, I just have to make an effort to have deep conversations with the
people I talk to.
Expand my knowledge of the journalism field.
o The journalism field is constantly changing, and in order to be successful I
need to adapt to the field. I can talk to my editors and learn how the field
has changed for them as well as learn what they’ve done to keep up with
the times.
o Research how other news sources are representing the news. Are videos,
blogs, and podcasts part of how online news reaches their audience.
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Values goals:




The official mission of The Santiago Times is to provide balanced and
comprehensive news about Chile. As a journalist, it is my job to help fulfill their
mission. My goal it to continue to address and consider the various sides that are
involved.
o Research both sides of a topic and talk to both sides too, whoever that
may be.
o Ask questions and dig deeper into a subject.
Inform people about things that matter, raise awareness for the everyday people
who aren’t recognized. My internship gives me a lot of freedom when it comes to
what I want to write about. A lot of news organizations are not like this.
o Research, talk to people and write.

Career Goals:




Leave my internship with a clearer idea of what it is I want to focus my writing on.
Writing about a variety of subject areas is exciting because I never know whom I
am going to meet. However, I want to narrow down to a specialization.
o Focus on a particular subject, like international politics or human rights.
o Pitch story ideas to the editors that relate to the area I am thinking of
specializing in.
Improve my skills in photography and video recording in efforts to become more
of a multimedia journalist.
o Pitch the layout of a story. Stories don’t always have to be print, but they
can combine photo essays and audio to make the stories more impactful
and interactive.
o Take tips from the photography intern and take photos/videos for practice.

Signatures:
Student: María

del Carmen Corpus

8/30/14

On-site supervisor: Sam Edwards, Editor at The Santiago Times
(sedwards@santiagotimes.cl)

08/30/2014
Internship advisor:
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The Santiago Times
About:
The Santiago Times is an
independent news source
focused exclusively on Chilean
current events. Our mission is
to make the country more
accessible to the international
community by providing
balanced, comprehensive
news coverage in English.
Founded in 1991, The
Santiago Times has been
working toward this goal for
over two decades and we
pride ourselves on the range
and depth of our coverage —
in our news analysis, we aim
to make complex
developments clear to
everyone, not just insiders.

Top: The talented and dedicated journalists and editors
at The ST. Each one reviewed my stories and provided
tips for improvement.
Below: The Santiago Times homepage

Our news team is made of
committed young journalists
from Chile and across the
globe. Our readership is
diverse: from professionals in
the international business and
political community to
Chileans looking for a different
perspective on local news.
*Taken directly from
santiagotimes.cl
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Weekly
Journal
Entries

Work
Samples
Week 1
Throughout my first week, I had the opportunity to work with interns from all over the
world. Although the interns were wrapping up their term with The Santiago Times, I
learned a lot from them including how to make phone calls, where to search for
contacts, what the most credible news sources in Santiago are, etc. All of this help was
essential, as it will help me reach one of my goals: provide objective and well-balanced
news stories.
Despite having friendly and helpful interns and editors, I already have a list of
challenges that I have to work to overcome. As an intern at The Santiago Times, you
aren’t serving coffee or writing about light subjects. During my first week, I was given
bigger story assignments that concerned employment in Santiago and the president’s
various reform policies. As a person that puts a lot of pressure on herself to do well, I
felt like I needed to be well informed about the political and social culture of Santiago
and Chile. Having only arrived to Santiago four days prior to the internship, there was
no way that I could be so well-rounded on Santiago/Chilean life. My lack of knowledge
reinforces my goal of developing a solid understanding of Chilean society, so it is
something that I will definitely work on.
One of the biggest challenges I’ve encountered during my first week is reaching out to
sources for original quotes on a subject. My editors encouraged me to reach out to
different organizations. However, through several attempts I’ve found that it was very
difficult to do so. The challenge to reaching out to a source starts at dialing. There is a
different process to dialing cell phones and landlines in Santiago, so that’ll take some
time to get used to. I did manage one brief phone interview this week. The process to
getting original quotes and material has taught me that persistence continues even after
your sixth phone call isn’t answered, a skill that will prove to be handy.
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Week 2
The second week at The Santiago Times was more difficult in terms of getting original
material. As I mentioned in my previous post, the interview process via phone, email
and in person is a learning process. It’s especially challenging because Chilean Spanish
is different from what I am used to speaking at home, or in the classroom. The
adjustment to the Chilean accent, however, will help me attain one of my skills goals,
which is to develop my interpersonal communication with native Chileans. Although I
understand most of what Chileans are saying, it’ll take time to improve my
understanding of slang words and the accent.
Aside from reaching out to sources, however, I have had successes in other areas.
Working 40+hours a week and submitting a story everyday are not as challenging as I
expected. I find that since there is so much to do in order to write one story, the day
tends to go by rather quickly. Only two weeks in and I feel like I am gaining a solid idea
of what the journalism field is really all about, which is one of my knowledge goals. The
daily story assignments are exposing me to a variety of subjects, which is great
because it allows me to decide what I really want to focus my writing on in the future.
There was a larger emphasis on weather stories this week. Although they are not my
favorite, I am learning a lot about the climate in Chile and how most of the country isn’t
prepared for rain. After writing at least three briefs on the weather, I now know that it is
not an area I want to report on.
As one of two interns at The Santiago Times, the office does get rather quiet and
awkward at some points. It’s a lot different than my first week when there were four
other interns to chat with. Since the environment is pretty quiet and laid-back, I am
going to be diligent and focus on my long-term project for The Santiago Times. I already
have a few ideas and I’m excited to get started on the research and interview
possibilities. By focusing on my project, I am one step closer to reaching my career goal
of narrowing down on a specialization and my value goal of informing people.
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Week 3
Week three at The Santiago Times has been the best by far. It was the first week that I
felt happy with my writing and my overall performance as a reporting intern. Story
assignments that didn’t relate to the weather definitely boosted my enthusiasm and
inspired me to get out on the streets and talk to people. This week I covered a protest
out in front of Santiago’s City Hall. A number of trade workers were protesting for their
right to work in Santiago’s center. According to the protesters, their working permits had
been revoked after City Hall reviewed all trade permits.
After a spending more than an hour talking to 6-8 different protesters, I not only learned
about the purpose and reasons behind the protest but I also learned about the
protesters themselves. I learned about their families and other more personal details. As
most of the individuals could tell that I was a foreigner, they also took the time to explain
what it means to work as a street vendor in Santiago’s center. With a camera and voice
recorder in hand, I listened to each individual’s story. I even answered a few questions
for those who wondered how The Santiago Time’s could help their cause.
Overall, covering the protest was the first time that I felt like a “real” reporter. The
experience applies to a number of my learning goals including my skills goal of
developing my interpersonal communication, my knowledge goal of developing a solid
understanding of Chilean society, as well as my values and career goals of improving
as a reporter. I was able to work toward these goals simply by speaking and listening to
peoples’ stories. I am looking forward to getting out and reporting more.

10

My first real story as described in my journal entry for Week 3:
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Online version is available at The Santiago Times.
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Week 4
I can’t believe a month has already gone by since I first started interning at The
Santiago Times. The last four weeks have been challenging yet rewarding, and it’s
great to know that everyday I am improving and working towards my career goal of
becoming a news correspondent. I feel like I am doing very well in terms of
accomplishing my internship learning goals. For example, my story on the Chilean
government’s decision to suspend a major hydroelectric dam project definitely helped
me with my skills goals of developing my interpersonal communication, my knowledge
goal of developing an understanding of Chilean society, and my values goal of informing
people about issues that matter.
Although I wrote four other stories this week, my story on the hydroelectric dam project
is a better example when it comes to explaining how I am accomplishing my internship
learning goals. In writing this story, I took the initiative to reach out to the four main
organizations that were protesting the hydroelectric project. As two organizations are
located in Chile and the other two in the U.S., I had to communicate in two different
languages. I conducted phone interviews in Spanish and corresponded with the U.S.
organizations in English. This task definitely helped me reach my skills goal of
developing my interpersonal communication skills. Not only am I practicing my Spanish,
but I am practicing ‘netiquette’ as well.
Before sending out interview requests and writing questions, it is necessary to develop
a good understanding of the topic. As a non-Chilean native and as an individual that
knows little about hydroelectricity, I had to do my fair amount of research to understand
how such a project would affect Chile. In my research, I found that Chile is struggling to
supply its energy demand as well as that there are a number of hydroelectric projects in
the works. My research on the issue, as well as the interviews I conducted with the
organizations, helped me learn a lot about energy in Chile and the environment. My
research and interviews helped me toward reaching my knowledge goal of
understanding Chilean society and the issues it considers important, and my values
goal of informing people about issues that matter.
Please feel free to read about Chile's decision to cancel a major hydroelectric dam
project.
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Link: http://santiagotimes.cl/environmentalists-celebrate-historic-victory-hidroaysenproject/
Week 5
My second month at The Santiago Times started off on a rough note. Although I’ve had
minor successes, this week proved to be another one filled with the old challenge of
contacting sources. I had difficulty getting original commentary from politicians and
organizations. It’s very frustrating to take the time and send out a nicely worded
interview request and make a dozen phone calls only to receive no response. The
experiences I am having, however, are giving me an idea of what to expect in the
journalism field and what it takes to be successful.
The story assignments this week ranged from health reform protests to scientific
whaling. The variety of assignments I receive and the research behind each story
continues to teach me a lot about Chile, and is helping me reach my knowledge goal of
developing a greater understanding of Chilean society. Although I am not an expert in
any given area, I think by the end of the internship I will have a very broad knowledge of
all things Chile. It’s nice to explore the possibility of someday being a news
organization’s expert on Latin American issues. By the end of this internship
experience, I might decide that Latin America could be my ‘beat.’ In exploring such
possibilities I am one step closer to reaching my career goal of narrowing down my
specialization in journalism.
This week I had the opportunity to cover a protest against the Chilean government
health reform. Although it was a little difficult to wrap my head around the public and
private health system in Chile, I did enjoy covering the health workers’ march. It
provided me with an opportunity to get outside of the office and practice my
photography and multimedia skills, which is one of my career goals. In addition to the
march, I also wrote a story on Chile’s response to Japan’s scientific whaling. I spoke to
a key Chilean senator about the issue. My editor later informed me that my story on
scientific whaling had generated the best social media response out of any story he had
seen. Not only was that great to hear, but it shows that I am reporting on issues that
people find important which is one of my values goals.
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Week 6
This week was full of busy events that kept me out of the office, which was great. I
covered a public transportation march and did my first sit-down interview. I really
enjoyed both events because it provided me with an opportunity to work with others. In
covering the public transportation march, I had the opportunity to work with another
intern at The Santiago Times. While the other intern, Shannon, worked as a
photojournalist, I was able to really focus on my reporting. This focus helps me with my
skills goal of critical thinking as I was working to approach the story from a different
angle.
The collaborative effort on the public transportation march not only helped me focus on
my reporting, but also provided me with a chance to get to talk to another American
about Chile. Shannon and I talked about the differences between Chile and the U.S.
For example, we discussed the number of authorized marches and protests that take
place in Chile. Protests against education, health, or public transportation often mean
that related services are affected or disrupted. Shannon and I discussed how we don’t
really see such actions in America … at least not in Milwaukee. My discussions with
Shannon also relates to my skills goal of critical thinking. By comparing Chile and the
U.S., I can try to develop unique story ideas when I return home.
My first one-on-one interview this week was also an exciting opportunity. I spoke to a
musicologist about Chile and its popular cumbia, a genre of music. Although I’ve done
sit-down interviews for the Broadcast Club at UWM, this interview experience was
challenging. As a journalist, I wanted to ask really in-depth questions. However, lacking
knowledge on cumbia music, I found myself asking more basic questions. The
experience taught me the importance of research before sit-down interviews. It’s
something I will have to work on in the future in order to reach my values goal of
providing comprehensive articles to readers.
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Week 7
This week was a shorter week because the editors decided to take off to Rio for the
World Cup finals. As the editors were greatly anticipating the long-weekend, the story
assignments I received were more like briefs. It was a nice change of pace as I had
been putting in more than 40 hours a week at the office. The previous weeks and this
week have taught me how much work goes into writing an article. It really surprises me
how long it takes to write a story, but with the phone calls, emails, writing, editing and
fact checking … it’s no wonder I haven’t been leaving the office until 7 p.m. It’s a great
experience that is helping me adapt to the journalism field, which is one of my
knowledge goals.
One of the articles I wrote this week opened my eyes to Chile’s position in Latin
America. I learned about the international disputes the country has with countries like
Peru and Bolivia. My article on Chile’s challenge to the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) in a lawsuit Peru had filed against the Chilean government taught me so much.
Overall, writing such a story exposed me to more international news writing, which is an
area I would really like to enter and an experience that relates to my career goal.
My article on the Chile-Peru lawsuit also exposed me to Chile’s history with neighboring
countries. I learned that Bolivia lost its access to the sea to Chile in the War on the
Pacific as well as through a treaty. In writing the story, I also learned about the protocol
of the ICJ and what Chile’s challenge to the court’s jurisdiction meant for Peru’s lawsuit.
It’s material that will definitely come in handy in the future and applies to my skills goal
of learning about Chile’s history in order to better my interpersonal communication skills.
I may not be an expert, but I can say that I have experience in writing on such topics.
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Week 8
The stories I wrote for this week were both on international and national politics. Even
though politics was my beat for this week, I enjoyed the slight variety of writing on local
Chilean reforms and international conflicts. The variety that this internship offers in
terms of reporting is awesome because it helps explore different ‘beats,’ which helps me
toward my career goal of determining a specialization in journalism. The editors at The
Santiago Times have explained that normally by this point in time the interns have a
‘beat.’ Since I am the only intern, however, I haven’t had that opportunity and have had
to cover whatever is necessary. Although I would have liked to focus on a specific area,
I enjoy being the politics writer one week and the environmentalist writer the next.
My biggest task this week in terms of stories was writing on the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. In regards to international conflicts or affairs, the story somehow has to relate to
Chile. The story I wrote in regards to the Middle East conflict wasn’t on the actual
conflict but on the Chilean government’s response to the conflict. In writing the story, I
learned that Chile is home to one of the largest Palestinian populations outside the
Middle East. Such a large Palestinian population has put pressure on the Chilean
government to take an active stance in the conflict. My experience in writing such
political stories goes beyond my expectations. Not only am I learning ways to improve
my journalistic skills, but I am also learning about Chilean and international politics. All
of this learning applies to my knowledge goals of understanding Chilean society and
expanding my knowledge of the journalism field.
I tend to choose and write on topics that will challenge me. Although I found the task of
writing on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict very daunting, I knew it would be a good
experience. It may have taken me longer than usual to fact-check and organize my
piece, but I think it turned out well. I was especially excited when I was able to reach the
Israeli ambassador to Chile for comment. For a student journalist, interviewing such a
high-standing political figure is huge and requires good communication and
interpersonal skills.
Days after the story was published, I received my first “angry” email from a reader. I
knew that writing on such a high-profile conflict would prompt some kind of response.
I’m kind of a sensitive person so to receive such an email was kind of hurtful. However, I
soon realized that I have to learn to respond differently to whatever angry emails I may
receive because I will probably continue to encounter such correspondence in the
future. People are entitled to share their opinions. Overall, the email reminded me of just
how difficult it is to provide comprehensive and balanced stories. Writing well-balanced
stories is something I will continue to work on and it is one of my values goals.
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Link: http://santiagotimes.cl/senator-urges-chile-take-active-role-israel-palestine-conflict/
Week 9
As I’ve previously mentioned, a lot of marches take place in Santiago. The marches —
approved by the government — take place for various reasons, mainly to advocate for
or against constitutional reforms. So far, I’ve had the opportunity to cover various
student, public transport, professor and health protests. Attending and writing on these
different marches has taught me so much about international politics. I constantly find
myself comparing Chile’s politics and government to the U.S. By making such
comparisons, I am working towards my skills goals because I am learning how to
approach different topics. What I’ve found is that Chile and the U.S. are both working to
reform similar areas like health and education. That being said, I’ve learned that Chile is
still recovering from the Pinochet era dictatorship and so is working on more
fundamental aspects within education and health. As a journalist in Chile, many of the
stories I cover require a lot of research, especially since I am a foreigner. Everything I
am learning applies in so many different ways, but in this case it helps me achieve my
knowledge goals of understanding Chile’s politics, etc.
The march I covered this week was different from previous marches in terms of the
purpose. Like the U.S., Chile is attempting to pass same-sex marriage and adoption. As
a conservative country, it has struggled to pass this legislation. The country’s largest
human rights organization held a march calling for same-sex marriage and adoption. It
was one of the most entertaining and fun marches I’ve covered to date. It was colorful
and complete with music. The march also ended with a large concert in front of the
presidential palace and was one of the most peaceful marches I’ve attended.
The great environment made it easy for me to talk to people and take photos.
Incorporating photos into my stories is something I really enjoy doing and helps me with
my careers goal of improving my photography skills. It allows me to visually share
Chile’s events to all readers abroad, which fits into my values goal of informing and
raising awareness.
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Week 10
It was a politically heavy packed week in terms of stories. The escalating conflict
between Israel and Palestine has prompted senators and Chile’s Palestinian community
— believed to be the largest outside the Middle East — to demand the government take
a more active role in the conflict. In covering the conflict, I’ve noticed how Chile’s media
coverage on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict differs from U.S. coverage. While I’ve been
away I’ve been keeping track of the news back home, which is an aspect of one of my
skills goals.
Reading the different articles on the conflict has taught me the difficulties that come with
providing well-balanced and comprehensive news. It’s one of my values goals to be
able to write thorough stories that represent the various sides involved in a particular
topic. While it’s sometimes difficult to write on the conflict, I am embracing the
challenge. International topics and politics is what I hope to cover and specialize in, so
this is great experience for me and helps me with my careers goal of working toward a
specialization.
My top article for the week is less of a story but a Q&A with Palestine’s ambassador to
Chile. I had previously contacted the Palestinian embassy for comment on another story
relating to the conflict, however, never got a response. This week the embassy
randomly called and asked if I was still interested in talking to the ambassador. Although
I had already written the article, I decided not to pass the opportunity. The last-minute
notice didn’t allow me to prepare too much in terms of questions, but I didn’t want to
challenge the ambassador’s time. The conversation and phone interview was short, but
I really enjoyed all nine-minutes of it. He also spoke in English, which helped me out
when it came to transcribing the audio. The interview with the ambassador helped me
understand one side of the conflict, and I hope to cover the other side soon through a
similar interview with the Israeli ambassador. Overall, this experience touched on my
values, knowledge and careers goals as I learned a lot from the ambassador.

22
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Link: http://santiagotimes.cl/qa-imad-nabil-jadaa-palestines-ambassador-chile/
Week 11
The Santiago Times was very understanding of my request to take a week of vacation
and travel. They felt my work was good and that I deserved a break, considering the
fact that this is a full-time unpaid internship. I did not go into the office this week nor did I
write any stories, other than one on a march organized by the Palestinian Federation of
Chile. Like most marches, thousands packed the streets of Santiago. The Palestinian
community and its supporters came out to demand greater government action in the
conflict and for the removal of the Israeli ambassador to Chile. Once again, I learned so
much from march participants and federation leaders, which applies to my knowledge
goals.
It was an interesting march to cover, as it was one of the first ones that tested my
feelings on the subject I was reporting on. As a journalist, however, I have to remain
neutral in order to provide even-sided perspectives in the story. It's such a challenge to
do, but I am working on it, as it is one of my values goals. Overall, I enjoyed my
attempts at getting the best pictures. The better photos often require that they be taken
from different angles. I climbed a bus stop for this particular march, which was an
experience. Improving my photography skills is one of my careers goals.
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Week 12
After a week away from the office, I felt really energized and anxious to return to The
Santiago Times. The writing assignments this week were lighter and really helped ease
me back to the 40-hour-plus workweek. The topics this week ranged from science,
engineering to public security. While it was nice to take a break from politics, I
sometimes find it challenging to switch gears and suddenly become an expert on
security or Chile’s earthquakes. Despite the challenges, all of my writing experience has
helped me with my career goal of narrowing down my specialization. My portfolio from
my work at The ST will certainly be very diverse. In the future, I will try and narrow down
my writing to politics or human-interest pieces as those are topics I enjoy.
This week’s closure of a metro line sparked chaos among commuters as well as a lot of
questions on alternative transportation. The event inspired an article on the city’s
alternative transportation options and measures. As an individual that utilizes Santiago’s
bus and metro system, I was really interested in learning and writing about alternative
transportation options. I interviewed a couple of civil engineers and transportation
experts on the issue. Overall, my interviews and writing on the topic helped me reach
my knowledge goal of developing an understanding of Chilean society.
My story on the “unstealable” Yerka bike developed my three Chilean engineer students
was also a lot of fun. In order to interview the three engineers, I got to leave the office
and to see the bike first hand. I found it interesting to conduct an interview in both
English and Spanish. While the engineers said they were comfortable speaking in
English, I often had to switch back to Spanish so that I could get usable information. My
experience in Santiago has taught me the importance of being bilingual. It’s an
experience that has taught me a lot about interpersonal communication, which is one of
my skills goals.
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Week 13
The streak of lighter pieces continued this week at The ST, which I’ve really enjoyed
because it gives me the opportunity to write more human-interest pieces. For example,
this week I wrote an article on a nonprofit called Plan Bee. The organization works to
establish reserves throughout Chile for beehives. What I learned from interviewing
biologists and others is that the human existence is very dependent on bees. In regards
to Chile, the low bee population could negatively affect the country’s fruit market, which
is number one in the southern hemisphere. As random as the topic might be, it is one of
my knowledge goals to learn as much as I can about Chile.
My internship at The ST would not be complete without covering a final student march.
Two of my articles this week related to the student march for education reform. As I’ve
previously explained, students are calling for an education system that ends the
country’s current copayment, profit making and selection process. The student effort is
one that dates back as to 2006. While in Santiago, I’ve written several articles on the
country’s education reform and its process in Congress, the Senate, etc. I find it very
interesting that the bill makes progress one week and then is recalled the next week.
Chile’s education system has motivated me to take a look at America’s. I can’t imagine
what a student march of 80,000 people would do in the U.S. Overall, writing on this
topic has helped me with my critical thinking, knowledge and values goals. I really do
admire Chilean students and their diligent efforts in trying to attain a better education.
Aside from the politics associated to student marches in Chile, covering the event gives
me an opportunity to work on my photography and video skills. The Santiago Times is
mainly a print publication that doesn’t do a lot with videos or audio. However, I continue
to film my own videos for my personal purposes. I feel like my photography skills have
really developed since I’ve arrived to Chile.
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Week 14
It’s really bittersweet writing about my last week at The Santiago Times. I feel like I’ve
not only grown professionally but personally. As the only intern at the news
organization, I also feel like I developed a close relationship with my editors. While my
last day was Tuesday August 26, I continued to work on my piece by answering the
editors’ comments from my home. The editors gave me both Monday and Tuesday to
work on my long-term project, which is an opportunity I was a little worried about
completing. My last published piece at The Santiago Times is called “Chilean cumbia,
how a tropical rhythm took root in the Southern Cone.” It is a more cultural and humaninterest piece, and one that helped me toward my knowledge and values goals of
learning and spreading awareness about topics that matter.
While the piece was a lot of work, I am really glad I had the chance to interview a
musicologist who specializes in cumbia as well as key cumbia chilena artists. Cumbia,
is a very popular genre of music in South America that stems from salsa and African
music. It’s a genre of music that each Latin American country has made its own,
including Chile. My little knowledge and research on cumbia chilena made my
interviews really fun. It’s something that helped me with my interpersonal
communications skills goal.
After three phone interviews and a lot of additional research, I learned the great
significance cumbia has in Chile and how the genre has evolved into a new subgenre
called nueva cumbia chilena. Writing this piece has reinforced that I really like humaninterest topics, which helps me accomplish one of my career goals of finding a
specialization. Overall, it was a piece I enjoyed writing. My editors also said it was a fun
and interesting piece to read.
Unfortunately, the website is still down and under maintenance. I do have a PDF
version of my published article on cumbia. If you would like to read it, please let me
know, and I'll forward it.
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Link: http://santiagotimes.cl/chilean-cumbia-tropical-rhythm-took-root-southern-cone/
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GLOBAL STUDIES INTERNSHIP
SUPERVISOR EVALUATION FORM

STUDENT’S NAME:

MARIA CORPUS

ORGANIZATION PROVIDING INTERNSHIP:
SUPERVISOR’S NAME:
START DATE:

THE SANTIAGO TIMES

SAM EDWARDS

05.26.2014

HOURS WORKED PER WEEK:

END DATE:

08.26.2014

APPROX. 45

Please evaluate the performance of the intern by responding to the following questions:
1.

Ability to relate with coworkers/peers
Excellent

2.

Good

Poor

Very poor

Average

Poor

Very poor

Level of Dependability/Accountability
Excellent

4.

Average

Judgment/Decision making skills
Excellent

3.

Good

Good

Average

Poor

Very poor

Attendance
Almost never missed work

Occasionally missed work

Missed work regularly

5.

Describe the intern’s responsibilities and major projects. Evaluate how well the candidate performed
the assigned tasks.
As one of several reporting interns, Maria arrived early each day for a morning editorial meeting. In this
meeting Maria would either pitch or be assigned a story, which would be her project for the day. Throughout
the working day she would research the topic and attempt to secure relevant interviews where possible. Often
this would involve attending events, seminars of press conferences. Once the article was submitted, Maria
would respond to comments and feedback from the editorial team on possible areas for improvement. During
her time interning at The Santiago Times, Maria demonstrated exceptional independence and drive, writing
numerous outstanding pieces and landing interviews with a raft of relevant actors.
6.

How well suited were the intern’s interests, aptitudes and values to the working environment of this
internship?
Maria entered with a strong interest in journalism and writing but little experience of print journalism itself.
Throughout the internship, she appeared to grow significantly in confidence and her natural aptitude for
research and investigation served her well for the completion of the tasks we assigned her. Maria’s values were
also on show in her intuitive understanding of some of the issues of journalistic ethics, which often arise in the
course of news reporting.
7.

Additional comments you would like to add about the intern’s growth and development as a
professional.
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I witnessed Maria make significant progress throughout the course of the internship and I believe her
diligence, ability to work in a team and determination will stand her in excellent stead for a future career in
journalism or whatever else she might pursue.
The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s Center for International Education would like to express our
deep appreciation for your devotion of time and energy to serve as an intern supervisor. We thank you
for helping us complete the final evaluation of this student’s performance.

Signature of Supervisor

08/30/2014
Date

Please return this evaluation form to:
Aparna Datey, Academic Programs Coordinator
Center for International Education
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
PO Box 413/Garland Hall 113
Milwaukee, WI 53201
Tel: (414) 229-3042
Fax: (414) 229-3626
Email: datey@uwm.edu
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of
Recommendation
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Resume
Excerpt

MEDIA EXPERIENCE
The Santiago Times

May 2014-Aug. 2014

Reporting intern


The Santiago Times is an English news source focused on objective and
professional reporting in Santiago de Chile.



Attend press conferences as well as local demonstrations and events for
possible story ideas.



Interview deputies, senators, foreign ambassadors as well as other sources in
order to write and submit daily story assignments.



Cover and write stories related to foreign affairs, education, health,
transportation, etc.



Follow The Santiago Times style guide and edit own stories before submitting to
editors.
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There are some experiences so great and rewarding that they are
difficult to describe. I consider my reporting internship at The Santiago
Times to be one of those experiences. The individuals with whom I

Reflection
Paper

interacted with in and outside of the office, story assignments and
Santiago evoked many emotions in me. From my early frustrations as an
intern to my feelings of accomplishment, I’ve not only grown as a professional but as a person
too. My previous experiences abroad, previous internship and my courses at UW-Milwaukee not
only helped me successfully complete my internship in Chile, but also helped me reach my
learning goals as a journalism and global communications student.
For all of summer 2014, I spent 40 or more hours a week trying to fulfill my
responsibilities as an intern. My responsibilities as a reporting intern included the following:
writing, submitting photos, researching, translating, sending interview requests via email or
phone, keeping up-to-date with Chile’s current affairs, developing contacts, and submitting story
ideas. It was all very daunting, especially because I was expected to turn in a solid copy, or
article every day. The editors and staff at The Santiago Times, however, were great and helped
me adjust to my job and my new life in Santiago.
The daily structure at The Santiago Times also helped me transition into my new
position. Every morning, the interns and editors gathered and discussed the possible stories for
the day as part of a news meeting. The potential stories ranged from education to healthcare to
weather. While the editors assigned stories when they felt the need to, I often got to choose my
story. I based my decision on the sources I would be able to contact and my interest on the
topic. In the beginning I wrote a lot of briefs, which are short articles that recap the most recent
news on Chile’s politics and everyday life. The assignments were given to me in the beginning
because they provided an opportunity to adapt to the deadlines throughout the day, etc. The
briefs that I wrote concerned the Chilean president, the weather, index reports and responses to
new government policy proposals.
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After the first couple of weeks, I finally built up the courage to contact sources over the
phone and email. I remember the great accomplishment I felt after talking to protestors outside
Santiago’s City Hall. After more than an hour, I interviewed about six individuals. My experience
not only helped me learn about the protest, but also provided me with an opportunity to get to
know the protesters personally. The connections I made with various individuals made my job
enjoyable. Every morning, I looked forward to going to work because each day brought
something new. I never knew what I was going to be writing, or whom I was going to talk to or
meet.
The excitement and enthusiasm I had toward my job as a reporter came after
overcoming various challenges. While I have lived abroad and interned before, my three months
in Santiago de Chile was a unique experience. Upon my arrival in May, I struggled to make
sense of the city and country. Although I had done some research on Chile, I was not very
familiar with the government, education, health, and transportation system — beats that
journalists typically cover. I also struggled to get a hold of sources for original comments on a
topic. It was very frustrating to receive no response after taking the time to send out a nicely
worded interview request in Spanish as well as making several calls. The process to getting
original quotes and material, however, taught me that persistence continues even after your
sixth phone call isn’t answered.
My dedication, however, eventually paid off. I never missed a day of work or arrived late,
and I think the editors noticed because I was trusted to attend press conferences and to write
about complex topics. With time, I also became confident enough to reach out to Chilean
deputies and senators as well foreign ambassadors. I went from writing weather stories to
writing on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, an opportunity that I really valued because I hope to
write about international affairs and politics.
The challenges I faced and my experiences helped me reach the majority of my learning
goals too. My hours of research, countless interviews and more than 50 articles published
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online helped me improve my writing and critical thinking skills as well as my interpersonal
communication skills, which made up my skills goals. In addition, each article I wrote taught me
a lot about Chilean society. From the education system to the transportation system, I quickly
expanded my knowledge on Chile, which was one of my knowledge goals. The dozens of
articles I wrote and the editors’ feedback taught me a lot about the journalism field as well as
helped me improve with my writing, both touched on my knowledge, values and career goals of
writing on issues that matter and learning about the journalism field.
Perhaps most important is that my internship helped me narrow down my specialization
in the journalism field. Although I’ve always wanted to work in the journalism field, I’ve been
unsure as to what track — print or broadcast — and what specialization to pursue. There are
aspects in print and broadcast journalism that I like and dislike. With print, I get very frustrated
with the editing process. I feel like I don’t have the patience for it because sometimes I really
just want to tell my editors, “It’s good the way it is.” My experience with broadcast has shown me
that a minute and a half isn’t very long to tell a story, and so I prefer print in that respect. I think
the next step is for me to get an internship that requires more multimedia reporting and will
encompass print and video/audio stories.
In addition, I’ve found that I really enjoy writing about politics and international affairs. I
really enjoy writing about these topics because they are more hard news. Also, writing on
international affairs could provide travel opportunities, which I am very interested in. Although I
am not an expert on Chile, I feel my broad knowledge of the country and its relations to its
neighboring states will be valuable when it comes to applying for jobs in the future.
All things considered, I think that I performed well at The Santiago Times. I was able to
maneuver in a foreign city that is home to more than seven million people, learn about Chile’s
history and politics, conduct interviews in different languages and successfully submit a story at
the end of each day. That being said, I feel like I have a lot further to go. While my writing has
improved, I think there’s more to learn. In addition, I need to work on my creative writing.
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The next time I seek out an internship, I will probably spend more time familiarizing
myself with the news organization. Doing so will allow me to become more familiar with the
organization’s style and the topics that it covers. I will also apply for an internship that requires
more multimedia reporting. My stories at The Santiago Times were mainly print or photoessays. I’d like to work with audio or video in the future. I would also like to make sure that my
next internship has more interns with whom to interact with. Working with additional interns
would have made the experience more valuable because it would have allowed me to write on a
particular beat. Being the only intern sometimes required me to write stories that had to be
covered and weren’t very interesting.
I decided to apply to The Santiago Times because of its reputation as a rigorous and
challenging program. As an aspiring journalist who hopes to work in the field after college, I
knew the internship program abroad would benefit me if I managed to complete it successfully. I
hope the editors were able to note my improvement and dedication.
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