
UWM Program in French and  

The Union Cinema present  

The 28th Annual Festival of Films in French  
  

 

February 15-23, 2025 
 

Reparations and care buttress this year’s Festival under the matronage of UWM 

Honorary Professor & Minister of Justice (France, 2012-2016) Christiane Taubira. In 

the opening double bill, a conversation emerges between the ‘disquiet’ of the long-

banned film Les statues meurent aussi and one of the royal treasures who speaks 

out in Dahomey as they are transported from Paris, France to be restituted in 

Cotonou, Benin. Where Guinean Souleymane seeks asylum (L’histoire de 

Souleymane) in Paris peddling to Uber’s racket, Aleksei, who’s fled Belarus and 

joined the Foreign Legion, encounters in the Niger Delta, Jomo (Disco Boy) who 

dreams of Paris’ nightclubs as he fights the oil companies’ environmental 

destruction, like the stop-motion puppets in Sauvages who attempt to protect 

Borneo’s forests from the logging companies. Enslaved Massamba and Mati flee the 

dehumanizing 18th century plantocracy to resist as maroons on the Ile de France (Ni 

chaînes ni maîtres) and JR repairs by intrusion in Tehachapi, having the men be 

more than mug shots in the California maximum security prison whose walls melt 

away with the digital media’s potency and in trompe l’oeil fashion. Whereas 

L’inhumaine breaks out of cinematography’s form as a 1924 manifesto for art déco, 

Boléro takes liberties with the biopic to detail a sensorial portrait of Ravel’s capture of 

modern life’s frenzied measure, and the personal documentaries – Lumumba, la 

mort d’un prophète, the animated Parfum d’Irak, and the hybrid Filles d’Olfa – 

engage with the genre to narrativize the intimate interdependence of familial 

ecologies with their fraught socio-political landscapes. Care for the person comes 

through in Notre corps and Sur l’Adamant and interrelates with environmental health 

concerns in the dystopian fiction Le règne animal, and transhumance in Bergers, a 

film adaptation of Québecois Mathyas Lefébure’s autobiography. Join us for 9 days 

of thought-provoking films, and travel far and across time as eyewitnesses to acts of 

engagement, restitution, resistance, repair and care. 

 

 



 
 

 

THANKS/CREDITS:   

  

The UWM French Program is most grateful to the Albertine Cinémathèque, a 

program of Albertine Foundation & Villa Albertine, with support from the CNC 

(Centre National du Cinéma), and SACEM / Fonds Culturel Franco-Américain. 

  

We extend our profound appreciation to the Québec Government Office in Chicago 

for its continued support. 

  

We value the community sponsorship of the Alliance Française of Milwaukee, the 

Milwaukee French Immersion School, SWAAF (Southeast Wisconsin Academic 

Alliance in French) and The Community. 

  

The film Les filles d’Olfa is shown in memory of Nicole Darmon Chandler, a former 

president of the Alliance française de Milwaukee. We also thank her daughter, Kitty 

Morse, for her continued and generous support. 

  

Our thanks go to HOME & the Lynden Sculpture Garden for their renewed support. 

  

We also thank our many UWM co-sponsors, past and present: Student Involvement, 

Union Cinema, the Center for International Education’s U.S. Department of 

Education Title VI NRC Grant, the Department of Global Studies, the Master of Arts 

in Language, Literature, and Translation (MALLT), the Film Studies Program, the 

Department of Dance, the Music Department and the Peck School of the Arts, the 

Department of Women’s & Gender Studies, the Department of African and African 

Diaspora Studies, the Department of Film, Video, Animation and New Genres, the 

Department of History, the College of Letters and Science, the UWM OSHER French 



Class in honor of Professors Gabrielle Verdier and Jim Mileham, as well as the Sam 

& Helen Stahl Center for Jewish Studies, the Center for Latin American and 

Caribbean Studies (CLACS) and the Institute of World Affairs. 

  

We extend a special note of gratitude to Professor Martine Meyer (1929-2013) and 

Professor Emerita Gabrielle Verdier for their vision in establishing the UWM Festival 

of Films in French. 

  

The 2025 Festival of Films in French honors Teaching Professor & Director of the 

LGBT+ Film/Video Festival, Carl Bogner and celebrates his legacy at the UWM Peck 

School of the Arts and Department of Film, Video, Animation & New Genres and at 

the Union Cinema for his rich curatorial programming. 

 

Programmers: Sarah Davies Cordova & Juliette Acosta 

 

 

 

PROGRAM:  

 

 

Saturday, February 15 • 5:15pm 
 

Les statues meurent aussi (Statues Die Too)  
Alain Resnais / Chris Marker, DCP (2018), 30 min, France, 1953 (French) 

 

 
 

Commissioned in 1950 by Présence Africaine to document African art in Western art 

museums, the film’s intent switched to a critique of European museographic 



practices. Banned in France for 15 years for its anti-colonial stance and attacks on 

white racism, it was first screened in 1968. 

 

Co-sponsored by the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies & Museum 

Studies program 

 

Double Bill with Dahomey + Talkback with Marcey Bidney (Curator of the 

American Geographical Society Library), David Pacifico (Director of the Mathis 

Art Gallery) and Bill Woods (Coordinator of the Museum Studies Program) 

  

  

 

Saturday, February 15 • 6pm 

 

Dahomey 

Mati Diop, H264, 68 min, France / Benin, 2024 (French, English, Fon) 

 

Golden Bear, 2024 Berlin Film Festival 

 

 
 

Documenting the French government’s 2021 repatriation of 26 looted treasures from 

the Kingdom of Dahomey in 1892 to Cotonou, Benin in a ghostly ‘fantasy 

documentary’ essay that interrogates colonial legacies, Dahomey folds the poetic 

into the politic to consider questions of cultural reclamation, reparations and the 

responsibilities of generations at work today in the conservation of these pieces. 

  

Co-sponsored by the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies & Museum 

Studies program 

 

Double Bill with Statues Die Too at 5:15pm + Talkback with Marcey Bidney 

(Curator of the American Geographical Society Library), David Pacifico 

(Director of the Mathis Art Gallery) and Bill Woods (Coordinator of the Museum 

Studies Program) 



 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uUi718ZBH0c 

  

 

 

Saturday, February 15 • 8pm  

  

L’histoire de Souleymane (Souleymane’s Story) 
Boris Lojkine, H264, 93 min, France / Guinea, 2024 (French, Peul, Malinke) 

 

Jury Prize & Best Actor – Un Certain Regard, 2024 Cannes Festival 

Midwest premiere 

 

 
 

In this migrant’s odyssey, Souleymane has fled Guinea seeking a better life to care 

for his sick mother and reached Paris after surviving the crossing of the Sahara and 

the Mediterranean. With his asylum interview 2 days away, he must memorize the 

story he is coached to tell as he struggles with society’s uberization, pedaling to 

deliver meals against the clock. 

  

Co-sponsored by the Institute of World Affairs 

  

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hyOjp7Vy8dg  

 

 

 

Sunday, February 16 • 3pm // Saturday, February 22 • 1:30pm 

 

Sauvages (Savages) 
Claude Barras, MP4, 87 min, Switzerland / France, 2024 (French) 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uUi718ZBH0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hyOjp7Vy8dg


Official Selection, 2024 Cannes Festival & 2024 Annecy Festival 

Midwest premiere 

 

 
 

Barras’ stop-motion puppets come to life in Nancy Huston’s ecological tale set on the 

lush island of Borneo. Kéria, who has taken in a baby orangutan rescued by her 

father who works on a palm oil plantation and her cousin Selaï, who escaped the 

conflict between his nomadic family and the logging companies, seek to prevent the 

destruction of their ancestral forest. 

Co-sponsored by the Alliance française de Milwaukee 

 

Talkback with Kim Khaira on 2/16 + 2/22 (Community Engagement Specialist at 

the Lynden Sculpture Garden) 

 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsCqBHL3Xig 

  

 

  

Sunday, February 16 • 5pm  

  

Disco Boy 

Giacomo Abbruzzese, Blu-ray, 92 min, France / West Africa, 2023 (French, English, 

Polish, Igbo 

 

Official Selection & Silver Bear for Exceptional artistic contribution, 2023 Berlin Film 

Festival 

Midwest premiere 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsCqBHL3Xig


 
 

Following a difficult journey across Europe, Aleksei reaches Paris where, as a 

clandestine, he enlists in the Foreign Legion. When his battalion is sent to the Niger 

Delta, he comes up against Jomo, the leader of an eco-revolutionary militia fighting 

the oil companies’ destruction of the territory, who dreams of dancing with his sister 

Udoka in Paris’ nightclubs. 

  

Presented as part of the Albertine Cinémathèque program & co-sponsored by the 

Alliance française de Milwaukee 

  

PG This film contains violent scenes. 

  

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIFnEGhVMWY 

  

 

  

Sunday, February 18 • 3pm  

 

Ni chaînes ni maîtres (No Chains No Masters) 
Simon Moutaïrou, MP4, 98 min, France / Mauritius, 2024 (French, Wolof) 

 

Midwest premiere 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIFnEGhVMWY


 
 

In 1759, toiling under the brutal plantocracy on the colonial Isle de France 

(Mauritius), Massamba’s daughter Mati rebels and flees Larcenet’s sugar plantation 

where they are enslaved to join a community of maroons. When the slave hunter 

Mme la Victoire is hired to track her down, her father must run too, to shield them 

from the subsequent inhumane punishment. 

  

Co-sponsored by the Department of History & MALLT 

 

PG This film contains violent scenes. 

 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOgnJTKnPCc 

 

 

  

Monday, February 17 • 7pm  

  

Tehachapi 
JR, DCP, 92 min, France / US, 2023 (English) 

 

Midwest premiere 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOgnJTKnPCc


 
 

The artist JR documents the creation of large-scale photographic works at the 

maximum security prison in California developed in collaboration with 28 detainees 

and their prison guards. The widescreen format used to film the prison’s enclosed 

space transmits the power of art as a tool for hope and human transformation within 

an inherently harsh criminal justice system. 

 

Co-sponsored by UWM Sociocultural Programming, the Department of African and 

African Diaspora Studies & The Community 

 

Talkback with Shannon Ross (Executive Director, The Community) & Carl 

Fields (Director of Correcting the Narrative, The Community) 

  

Check out JR’s 2021 time in Downtown Milwaukee during the People’s Art Project 

visit: https://www.milwaukeedowntown.com/experience/blog/french-artist-jrs-inside-

out-project-joins-jumpstart-downtown-campaign 

—— 

From Feb 24 to March 14, students, faculty and staff were invited to engage in an 

interactive exhibit, experience a re-entry simulation and attend a film screening, all 

part of the From Incarceration to Empowerment: Simulation and Dialogue Series: 

https://uwm.edu/news/series-focuses-on-incarceration-system/  

  

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uv6rWvetqHc&t=31s 

 

 

 

Tuesday, February 18 • 7pm  

  

https://uwm.edu/news/series-focuses-on-incarceration-system/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uv6rWvetqHc&t=31s


L’inhumaine (The Inhuman Woman) 

Marcel L’Herbier, H264 (4K Digital Restoration), 122 min, France, 1924 (Silent) 

 

 
 

Making cinema history, L’Herbier’s experimental science fiction melodrama is a 

visual tour de force. Produced to showcase France’s artistry at the 1925 Exposition 

internationale des arts décoratifs, L’inhumaine stars a diva femme fatale, known for 

her lack of humanity, whose favors are sought by an international cast of suitors. 

  

With live piano accompaniment by Renato Umali. 

  

Co-sponsored by the Film Studies program 

  

Talkback with Tami Williams (Film Studies program, Department of English) 

 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SIrx8OEITI&t=1s 

  

 

 

Wednesday, February 19 • 7pm  

  

Bergers (Shepherds)  
Sophie Deraspe, H264, 113 min, Quebec / France, 2024 (French) 

 

Best Canadian Feature Film, 2024 Toronto Festival 

US premiere 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SIrx8OEITI&t=1s


 
 

Mathyas trades his life as a young advertising executive in Montreal to become a 

shepherd in southern France. Challenged by the harsh conditions, it is only when he 

meets Elise, who has also quit her job, and is entrusted with a large herd of sheep 

that he fully embraces his new life as they begin their transhumance journey through 

the mountains. 

 

Co-sponsored by UWM Student Involvement (as part of the Share the Earth 

Environmental Film Series) & the Québec Government Office in Chicago 

  

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFNHDqrda_g 

  

 

 

Thursday, February 20 • 7pm 

 

Lumumba, la mort d’un prophète (Lumumba, Death of a Prophet)  
Raoul Peck, Blu-ray, 69 min, France / Haiti / Congo (DRC), 1990 (French, English) 

 

Paul Robeson Prize, 1993 FESPACO & PROCIREP Prize, 1992 Cinéma du réel 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFNHDqrda_g


 
 

Inspired by a photo of Lumumba, this personal documentary, mixing biography and 

colonial history, witness accounts and familial archives, reflects on the role of media 

and memory surrounding the political assassination of the Congolese leader, thirty 

years after 9-year-old Peck joined in Leopoldville his family in exile from the Haitian 

dictatorship. 

 

Presented as part of the Albertine Cinémathèque program & co-sponsored by the 

Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies 

 

https://www.velvet-film.com/en/films/lumumba-death-of-a-prophet/  

 

 

 

Friday, February 21 • 5:30pm 

 

Le parfum d’Irak (Flavors of Iraq)  
Léonard Cohen, H264, 90 min, France / Iraq, 2024 (French, Arabic) 

 

Official Selection, 2024 Annecy Festival 

Midwest premiere 

 

https://www.velvet-film.com/en/films/lumumba-death-of-a-prophet/


 
 

With this animated autobiographical documentary triggered by the death in exile of 

his Iraqi revolutionary father, French-born journalist Feurat Alani narrates his life-long 

journey to understanding his parents’ ruined homeland. Looking back on his 

childhood visits, he reveals his intimate relationship with Iraq marked by the 

country’s dictatorship and the US-led invasion. 

 

Co-sponsored by the Department of Global Studies 

  

Talkback with Fahed Masalkhi (Arabic Program Coordinator) 

 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lft5ANsaHPw 

  

 

 

Friday, February 21 • 7:30pm 

 

Les filles d’Olfa (Four Daughters) 
Kaouther Ben Hania, MP4, 110 min, France / Tunisia, 2023 (French, Arabic) 

 

Best Documentary Film, 2023 Cannes Festival & Césars (2024), 2024 Alice Guy 

Prize 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lft5ANsaHPw


 
 

This hybrid documentary-fiction recounts the causes and consequences of the 

departure of Olfa Hamrouni’s two eldest daughters to join Daesh in Libya. Together 

with professional actresses playing them and pivotal moments in the mother’s life, 

Olfa and her four daughters recreate the ties that bind them as they confide the 

familial traumas that have shaped them. 

 

Presented as part of the Albertine Cinémathèque program & co-sponsored by 

MALLT 

In memory of Nicole Darmon Chandler. 

  

Talkback with Fahed Masalkhi (Arabic Program Coordinator) 

 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUsu78a5phM&t=1s 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 22 • 3:30pm 

 

Le règne animal (The Animal Kingdom) 
Thomas Cailley, MP4, 130 min, France, 2023 (French) 

 

Un Certain Regard Selection, 2023 Cannes Festival & 5 Césars (2024) 

Midwest premiere 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUsu78a5phM&t=1s


 
 

In this dystopian environmental tale, a pandemic of genetic mutations causes 

gradual animal-like hybridization in certain human beings. When Lana is 

contaminated by this mysterious ailment, her husband François and their 16-year-old 

son Emile set out on a journey to save her and are themselves transformed in the 

process. 

 

Presented as part of the Albertine Cinémathèque program & co-sponsored by the 

Department of Global Studies 

  

PG This film contains violent scenes. 

 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWAJXTcEEOU&t=2s 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 22 • 6:30pm 

 

Notre corps (Our Body) 
Claire Simon, Blu-ray, 168 min, France, 2023 (French) 

 

Official Selection, 2023 Berlin Film Festival 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWAJXTcEEOU&t=2s


 
 

In the gynecological ward of a public Parisian hospital, Simon films women’s bodies 

in their diversity, singularity and beauty at different stages of life. Focusing on the 

hopes, desires and fears that women experience in relation to their health decisions, 

the camera turns and accompanies the filmmaker on her journey with cancer. 

Presented as part of the Albertine Cinémathèque program & co-sponsored by 

Women’s & Gender Studies 

  

Talkback with Leah Wilson (Women’s and Gender Studies) 

 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiAYazlrBTQ  

 

 

 

Sunday, February 23 • 4pm 

 

Sur l’Adamant (On the Adamant) 
Nicolas Philibert, MP4, 109 min, France, 2023 (French) 

 

Golden Bear, 2023 Berlin Film Festival 

Wisconsin premiere 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiAYazlrBTQ


 
 

Aboard the Adamant, a floating psychiatric day center moored along the Seine, care 

workers practice a participative therapeutic approach to treat out-patients. Filmed 

over 7 months, the group dynamic of the music, art and physical movement 

workshops offers them a time and space to open up and exchange candidly among 

themselves and with the camera crew. 

 

Presented as part of the Albertine Cinémathèque program & co-sponsored by the 

Alliance française de Milwaukee 

 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1FB4AWer5c&t=1s 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 23 • 6:30pm 

 

Boléro 

Anne Fontaine, DCP, 120 min, France, 2024 (French, English) 

 

Midwest premiere  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1FB4AWer5c&t=1s


 
 

During the années folles in Paris, dancer Ida Rubenstein commissions Maurice 

Ravel to create the music for her next ballet. In this loosely adapted biography, the 

solitary composer, inspirationally at a loss, turns inward and, revisiting key moments 

and figures of his life, writes the 16-min symphonie mécanique that will become a 

universal masterpiece. 

 

Co-sponsored by the Department of Dance and the Music Department 

  

Talkback with Bernard Zinck (Music Department, Peck School of the Arts) 

 

Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iodered7IbQ 

  

 

 

 

All films are in French and other languages with English subtitles. All films are FREE 

and open to the public.   

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iodered7IbQ


HOMMAGE: 

 

 


	L’inhumaine (The Inhuman Woman)

