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REFERENCE:
2025-2026 Contract & Guidebook for UWM University Housing (pp. 26-31).

Q. RESIDENTIAL DINING PLANS
1. Dining Plans and Eligibility.

a. All University Housing Contract holders are required to participate in a UWM
Dining and Retail Services (DRS) Dining Plan. You should select a Dining Plan
after you have completed your room selection. Failure to select a Dining Plan
within your Housing Portal will result in being administratively assigned to the
“225” default plan.

b. All University Housing Contract holders are eligible to select the “4 a Day” or
“225” plans. Students with a housing assignment to Cambridge Commons
Upgraded suites, RiverView and Sandburg East Tower are also eligible to select
the “Supplemental” plan. Dining Plans are as follows:

2025-2026 ACADEMIC YEAR DINING PLAN RATE SCHEDULE

Dining Plan Name | Eligibility Swipes Dining Guest Rate per
Dollars Passes Semester*
per per
Semester | Semester

“4 A DAY” AlLUH 4/day $300 10 $2,550

Residents

For residents planning to eat nearly all meals on campus or have a high caloric demand.

THE “225” All UH 225/sem. $200 7 $2,250
Residents

Default Plan: Based on the flexible and dynamic lifestyle of most college residents.
Providing 2 on-campus meals per day, for a 7-day week, the “225” provides flexibility for
residents to be away on the weekends, skip occasional meals, or dine away from time-
to-time.

THE Upgraded | 110/sem. | $100 3 $1,400
“SUPPLEMENTAL” | Suite
Residents*

Designed to supplement residents who wish to cook a majority of their own meals. *
Only available to residents who are assigned to Cambridge Upgraded Suites, RiverView
or East Tower of Sandburg.

*Rates provided above are estimates only and are for informational purposes. You
should be prepared for a 2-4% increase from the estimated rates above. The actual
2025-2026 rates are approved by the Universities of Wisconsin Board of Regents and
will be posted online once available.



https://uwm.edu/housing/forms-publications/
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C.

Fees: You agree to pay UWM all applicable Dining Plan rates associated with
the (i) Dining Plan you select, based on eligibility, or (ii) the default Dining Plan
assigned to you.

2. Dining Plan Administration.

a.

Dining Plan: Your Dining Plan will be available for use from your Assigned Entry
Date through the end of your University Housing Contract approved Occupancy
End Date.

Use your UWM Panther ID Card to enter any open Residential Dining Café.
Once inside, you can use your Dining Plan swipes under all three plans.

i. 4 ADayPlan: You have 4 swipes to use per day. Unused swipes at the
end of each day do not carry to the next day. Swipes are limited to one
swipe per 60-minute period, beginning at the time of the initial swipe.

ii. 225 and Supplemental Plans: You have the designated number of
swipes per semester to utilize. Unused swipes from the Fall semester
do not carry forward to the Spring Semester.

Dining Dollars: The Dining Plan you select will determine the amount of Dining
Dollars on your UWM Panther ID Card. When you use Dining Dollars at on-
campus food outlets, you receive a 5% UWM discount and purchases are tax-
free. Dining Dollars can also be used at participating retail vendors, without tax
exemption or UWM discount. Please visit uwm.edu/retailservices/panthercard/
for further information on Dining Dollar use, locations and Campus ID
alternatives/ID replacement. Funds can be added to your Dining Dollar account
through the UWM Panther Card Office or via the GET website or app in
increments of $10 or more. A $2 transaction fee will be charged when adding
funds via the GET app or website.

iii. Restrictions:

01. Dining Dollars cannot be used in Residential Dining Cafés.

02. Dining Dollars cannot be used to purchase non-food products or
alcoholic beverages.

03. Dining Dollars are not transferable or exchangeable.


http://uwm.edu/retailservices/panthercard/
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d. Dining Guest Passes

i.  The Dining Plan you select will determine the number of Dining Guest
Passes placed on your UWM Panther ID Card. Additional Dining Guest
Passes can be purchased from the UWM Panther Card Office.

ii.  Ifyouwish to use a Dining Guest Pass, you must register your Guest
with University Housing and remain with your Guest in all University
Housing locations, including at entry to the Residential Dining Cafés.

e. Priority of Payments: Dining and Retail Services will use the following
hierarchy of payment types for on-campus food transactions. This excludes
your Dining Plan swipes, which are solely used in the Residential Dining Cafés.
For all other on-campus purchases, payment will be taken in the following
order: 1) Dining Dollars, as available, 2) PantherCash, as available, 3)
Credit/Debit/Cash.

i. Ifyouwish to bypass this hierarchy (e.g. if you prefer to use your
Panther Cash and not Dining Dollars), you should inform the cashier at
the time of purchase.

f. Continuance, Rollover and Contract Expiration

i. Continuance: Forthe Spring Semester all returning residents will
maintain the Dining Plan they were enrolled in at the end of the Fall
Semester.

01. Atthe beginning of Fall and Spring Semesters, your swipe
balances will reset to their semesterly start rates (225 or 110).

ii.  Rollover: Dining Dollars and Guest Passes are available on your
account at the start of each semester.

01. Any unused Guest Passes will roll over from the Fall to Spring
semester in a given academic year.

02. Any unused Dining Dollars will remain on your account for the
length of your student career.

03. Any unused Dining Plan swipes for the 225 and Supplemental
plans will be removed at the end of each semester. Forthe 4 A
Day plan, any unused daily swipes do not carry forward from day
to day.
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3. Service Dates
The Residential Dining Cafés will be open for operation as indicated below (based on
the 2025-2026 UWM Academic Calendar):

e 8/26/2025-9/1/2025 Cambridge & Sandburg Cafés (Limited Hours)
e 9/2/2025-11/25/2025

e 11/30/2025-12/20/2025

e 1/24/2026 -3/15/2026

e 3/20/2026 -4/3/2026

e 4/6/2026 -5/22/2026

UWM break periods are not included in your Dining Plan. Dates of Operation may be
subject to change and will be posted on the DRS website (uwm.edu/dining)

Requests to switch Dining Plans AFTER the Contract Preference Deadline must be
received no later than October 1, 2025 for Fall/Semester |, or February 15, 2026 for
Spring/Semester Il.

4. Dining Plan Changes.

a. You may select your Dining Plan in your University Housing Portal. You will have
an opportunity to finalize your Dining Plan selection through June 30, 2025 (Fall
entry) and December 31, 2025 (Spring-Only entry).

b. Dining Plan changes made after the deadlines listed above must be submitted
through use of the Dining Plan Change Form. The deadlines to change your
Dining Plan to a plan with less swipes are October 1, 2025 (Fall) and February
15, 2026 (Spring). Requests to switch to a Dining Plan with less swipes
submitted after the posted Fall deadline will not be effective until the Spring
Semester. There is no deadline to switch to a Dining Plan with more swipes.

i.  Youwill not be credited for Dining Dollars used prior to changing

Dining Plans.

ii.  Unused Guest Passes will be removed from your account, as
applicable, if your Dining Plan is reduced.

iii.  Youwill be charged a prorated fee for the days you were enrolled in a
Dining Plan prior to your approved Dining Plan change date.

iv.  You may also purchase “add-on” packages to supplement your
number of meal swipes at any time through the UWM Panther Card
Office.
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c. Room Assignment Changes and Dining Plans

i.  You mustselect an appropriate Dining Plan for your room assignment,
both before and after any room assignment changes. At the time of a
room assignment change, if you fail to adjust your Dining Plan, you will
be assigned the default Dining Plan - the “225”. Dining Plan fees will be
adjusted based on the effective date of any Dining Plan change.

5. Cancellations.

University Housing contract holders are required to contract for a Dining Plan in addition to
their Housing Contract. Please refer to Section F: Contract Cancellation for processes and
fees.

If you are requesting to be exempt from the required Dining Plan, please refer to Section N:
Reasonable Accommodations.

R. PANTHERCASH

PantherCash is a University-managed debit account that is usable through your UWM
PantherCard. All UWM students may elect to place funds on their PantherCash account for
use to buy food, goods, and other services. PantherCash cannot be used in Residential
Dining Cafés and are not Dining Dollars.

PantherCash cannot be used in Residential Dining Cafés and are not Dining Dollars.

1. PantherCash for students can be used for:

a. Food atany on-campus restaurant and convenience store and off-campus
restaurant partners (list of vendors:
uwm.edu/retailservices/panthercard/#useat), and Athletic Concessions

b. Laundry (the only method of payment for University Housing machines)
c. WEPA on-campus printing
d. Payment at University Housing Service Desks

e. All Student Union services (cinema, marketing, Craft center, Info desk tickets
and other items, Rec Center services

f. Vending Service

g. Panther Shop


http://uwm.edu/retailservices/panthercard/#useat
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REFERENCE:
2025-2026 Contract & Guidebook for UWM University Housing (pp. 37).

Dining Services. Detailed information on dining services can be found in Section Q of the
Guidebook titled “Residential Dining Plans.” This includes additional information on
mandatory participation in a Residential Dining Plan, estimated rates, and details on
Dining Guest Passes and Dining Dollars. See Section N Reasonable Accommodations
forinformation on dietary accommodations.

Every resident is required to participate in a Residential Dining Plan. At the time of
contract submission, you must select a Dining Plan.

In the event that you select a Dining Plan that does not meet the criteria of your
University Housing assignment, you will automatically be enrolled in the default “225”
Plan.

You may reduce your Dining Plan to a plan with less swipes (if eligible to do so) by no
later than October 1, 2025 for Fall/Semester | and February 15, 2026 for
Spring/Semester Il by following the instructions detailed in Section Q of the Guidebook.
No reductions in the Dining Plan is permitted in that given semester after these
deadlines. Students entering into an initial University Housing Contract after the
relevant deadline cannot reduce their current Dining Plan.

For the Spring/Semester Il, all returning residents will maintain the Dining Plan that
they were enrolled in at the end of the Fall/Semester |. In the Spring/Semester Il, you
may change your Dining Plan to a plan with less swipes (if eligible to do so) by no later
than February 15, 2026, by following the instructions detailed in Section Q of the
Guidebook.

As detailed in Section Q of the Guidebook, any Dining Dollars and Dining Guest Passes
not used in the Fall/Semester | will be automatically carried over to the
Spring/Semester Il. These carryovers are non-refundable even if you choose to change
your planin the Spring/Semester Il. All unused Dining Guest Passes (including any
carryovers from Fall/Semester |) expire at the end of Spring/Semester |l and are non-
refundable.



https://panthers.sharepoint.com/sites/Housing/Website%20Content/Forms%20and%20Publications/2025-26%20Contract%20Guidebook_WEB.pdf?CID=fa617c04-4531-4fd2-91b5-63aa3544082f#page=28

