
	

The	 animal	 activates	 different	 social,	 cultural	 and	
philosophical	 meanings	 about	 the	 world,	 the	
environment,	and	our	engagements	with	them.	How	do	
we	define	the	animal	and	value	it	as	such?	What	sets	the	
animal	 apart	 from	 the	 ‘beast’	 or	 the	 ‘creature’,	 or	
indeed,	 the	 human	 being	 or	 deity?	 Is	 the	 expulsion	 of	
the	 ‘wild’	 animal	 from	 city	 settlements	 a	 mark	 of	 its	
non-human	 ‘otherness’?	 Is	 the	 domesticated	 pet	 or	
service	animal	a	mark	of	humanity’s	dominion	over	the	
non-human	 world?	 Does	 the	 animal	 offer	 humanity	 a	
means	of	representing	the	 inscrutable	elements	of	our	
collective	 existence,	 from	 the	 divine	 realm	 to	 our	
evolutionary	 origins?	 Our	 survey	 will	 tentatively	
include	 selected	 folk	 and	 fairy	 tales;	 selections	 from	
Epic	 of	 Gilgamesh,	 the	 Bible,	 and	 the	 Arabian	 Nights;	
Tchaikovsky’s	iconic	ballet	Swan	Lake;	short	stories	by	
Edgar	 Allan	 Poe	 and	 Franz	 Kafka;	 Art	 Spiegelman’s	
Holocaust	comic	Maus;	and	films	like	the	horror	classic	
The	Birds,	Grizzly	Man,	and	the	Netflix	blockbuster	Bird	
Box.	Affiliated	with	Digital	Arts	&	Cultures.	Satisfies	L&S	
International	req.	
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