
Policy and Form/Contract for Independent Study (199), Research Practicum (588/599), Advanced Independent Reading (699), and Independent Study (999)

Independent Study (199), Research Practicum (588/599), Advanced Independent Reading (699), and Independent Study (999) offerings are designed to promote student involvement in faculty supervised research.  Student work on such projects represents an opportunity to acquire additional insights and skills through direct, monitored participation.  Knowledge gains can be recognized as the addition to one's substantive information about a subject area (obtained while preparing for work on a project), acquiring new skills related to methods of communication inquiry, and insights stimulated through participation in the development of scholarly products.
Participating students and faculty members must establish a plan for supervision and an agreed-upon definition of responsibilities associated with research work prior to the end of the second week of the semester of enrollment.  The form must be approved by the Undergraduate Program Director (for 199, 588/599, and 699) or the Graduate Program Director (for 999) as well as the Department Chair. These agreements are negotiated between faculty and students but are required to include:  

1. Explanation and justification of the independent course work. The justification should clarify the nature of the research experience being sought by the student and explain how the work to be completed is either not covered by other available communication courses or that the independent study will proceed at a level of sophistication beyond that found in other courses.
2. Allocation of course hours. In accordance with university requirements, the explanation and justification should identify the approximate time requirements for completion of tasks.  A one-credit course must equate with no less than 48 hours of class contact (e.g. meeting, reading, writing). A three-credit course requires no less than 144 hours.
3. Assignment of primary preparatory materials necessary for effective participation (e.g., a reading list, article reprints, training manuals, etc.);

4. Definition and assignment of tasks and/or other responsibilities;

5. Specification of performance evaluation criteria.

Every student enrolled in 199, 588/599, 699, or 999 should receive a copy of this form when it is completed. Both the supervising faculty member and the student are responsible for making sure the agreement contains the five above criteria. 

The agreement should be signed by both parties (instructor and student) and submitted to either the Director of the Undergraduate Program (199, 588/599 and 699) or the Director of the Graduate Program (999), and the Chair of the Department of Communication.  A copy of the agreement will be kept on file in the Department of Communication.
For undergraduate offerings (199, 588/599 and 699), there is also a form that must be completed for the College of Letters and Science.  The form is available at: http://www4.uwm.edu/letsci/forms/.  Students and supervising faculty are responsible for filing any additional forms to meet other college and/or university requirements.
Failure to complete all forms and receive approvals by the end of the third week of the semester may result in a student being administratively dropped from the course.
Independent Study (199), 
Research Practicum (588/599), Advanced Independent Reading (699), or Independent Study (999) Form/Contract  
[Continue on additional  pages, if necessary]
1. EXPLANATION/JUSTIFICATION AND WORK-CREDIT EQUIVALENCY:

2. ALLOCATION OF COURSE HOURS (SPECIFY 1, 2, OR 3 CREDITS AND HOW HOURS ARE ASSIGNED):

3. PRIMARY PREPARATORY MATERIALS:

4. DEFINITION AND ASSIGNMENT OF TASKS AND/OR OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES:

5. PERFORMANCE EVALUATION CRITERIA
____________________________________________________  
__________________
Signature of Student                            
Date
____________________________________________________
__________________
Signature of Professor                              
Date

____________________________________________________
__________________

Signature of Graduate or Undergraduate Director                              
Date

____________________________________________________
__________________

Signature of Department Chair                              
Date

Approved by Department of Communication Faculty, 4/1/2015


