Latin American Studies
Possible exam questions to study for The Queen of Water

1. In general, how does Virginia describe the relationship between the mestizos and the indígenas? What do the mestizos mean when they refer to the indígenas as “longos”? Can you compare and contrast the relationships between mestizos and the indígenas in Ecuador to ethnic relations in the U.S.?
2. Describe the working arrangement that Virginia’s parents arrange for her. Do you think that Virginia is a slave, and why or why not?
3. How does Virginia manage to obtain an education when working for the Doctorita and Carlitos?

4. Although obviously Virginia has an overall horrible relationship with the Doctorita, what does Virginia admire about the Doctorita?

How does Carlitos differ from the Doctorita in his treatment of Virginia?

How does Carlitos betray Virginia?
5. Why and how does Virginia’s first love of a boy end? 

6. A key idea Virginia first encounters in a book about the secrets to a happy life is “Querer es poder” = “To want is to be able to”. Give several specific examples of her living this out. Do you personally agree with this idea? Have you ever used this idea in your life, and if so when?
7. After all the years away, how does Virginia get back into contact with her family?

When Virginia returns to live with her parents and siblings, why is she so uncomfortable?

8. Give two examples of how Virginia hides or even rejects her true indígena identity. 

Give two examples of how Virginia tries to reclaim her true identity.

9. Mr. Dawson feels that two scenes in the book are key for Virginia at least beginning to resolve the conflict between the two cultures/worlds Virginia has tried to straddle--the world of her rural indigenous roots, and the world that also includes mestizos, the República de Ecuador colegio (high school), The Hotel Otavalo, and at the end of the book her new fame as Queen of Water:

· The speech part of the competition to choose the indígena queens of corn, water, and sky, when Virginia winds up speaking in Spanish rather than her native Quichua. Do you agree with Mr. Dawson, and why or why not? 

· On pp. 329-330 when Virginia tells the president’s daughter the truth and helps serve the desert. Do you agree with Mr. Dawson, and why or why not?
