
Authentication - Is this Rembrandt real?

Around 300 Prints have been attributed to Rembrandt. That’s far fewer authentic prints than was

once believed. Careful research and cataloging have provided tools for curators, collectors, and art 
dealers to authenticate prints they believe might be by Rembrandt - to prove if they are states 
(different stages or versions of an authentic print), fakes (copies), or restrikes (prints pulled from 
Rembrandt’s printing plates after his death).

By comparing such things as size, paper, images, light and dark areas, heaviness of line and shading, 
and the presence or absence of certain details that may have been added or removed, it is possible to 
tell not only if a print was made by Rembrandt, but when it was made, which state or version it is, 
how many others exist, and where they might be now. All of these factors help determine the rarity 
and value of a print. 

Biorklund and Barnard, published 1968
Nowell-Usticke, using Bartsch’s numbers 

(NU/B), published 1967Hind, published 1912 and 1923

Subject Print:

Self Portrait in a Flat Cap and Embroidered Dress
Original printing date 1642

Catalogues raisonnés numbers:
H157 BB38-1 NU/B 156 B26

Read the entries below for this print from three authoritative catalogues
raisonnés and note qualitative differences in description.


