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Professor Richard presents the community histories of two villages of the
Siin province of Senegal, Diohine and Mbissel, before and after Atlantic
contacts. By exploring these two villages’ histories through archaeological
excavations complemented by documentary sources, Dr. Richard
evaluates the 1mpacts of Atlantic inter-continental contact on rural
societies 1n the region. Particularly, Dr. Richard assesses the i1dea that
Furopean commerce marked a historical rupture with that inaugurated a
period of political mstability and loss of economic autonomy in Western
African villages. Material evidence based on four years of excavations
combine with archival and oral data to suggest that the effects of the
Atlantic trade were not uniformly disruptive of political stability and
economic autonomy within African society. The results were in fact more
complicated, diffuse, and mitigated by enduring African social practices.

Francois Richard is a historical anthropologist and archaeologist interested in
material histories of French colonialism and imperialism. He has also conducted
research in Mexico, the United States and the Caribbean. He maintains a keen
iterest in the Atlantic world and postcolonial France.
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