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 Guidelines on Public Access and Authorized Users Bringing Guests into the Aquatic Animal Facilities at the School of Freshwater Sciences at UWM
Under Wisconsin law a publicly owned facility is not automatically accessible to any member of the public upon demand.  Wisconsin Laws. UWS 18.06(6) provides:

Limited Entrance.  The chief administrative officer may by posting the appropriate signs, limit or prohibit entrance to university lands, or portions thereof, in order to maintain or preserve an instruction or research area.

In order to protect the health and well being of all animals housed in UWM animal facilities and the ongoing research activities the UW-Milwaukee  Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee has recommended the following rules on public access to the animal facilities as well as situations where authorized users are accompanied by one or more guests into the animal facilities: 

The following individuals have unrestricted access to facilities at the School of Freshwater Sciences: 

IACUC members

Pre-approved Facilities Services Staff

University Safety and Assurances Department

The following individuals have unrestricted access to facilities that they are authorized to work in at the School of Freshwater Sciences:

UWM Principal Investigators with IACUC approved protocols (authorized users)

PI staff working on IACUC approved protocols who have received the required training

Requests for Public Access:

*Tour requests must be made to the Center Director, a Principal Investigator, Facility Manager, etc. of the School of Freshwater Sciences.  He/she will in turn notify the Principal investigators (PIs) utilizing the facility and the veterinarian.    
*Tour requests must state the reason for public access.  Public Access will be granted for informational purposes only. The granting of public access requires the approval of all of the above parties.  The request will be answered within a 2 week period.  
* PIs will have the option to prohibit the public access for legitimate scientific reasons related to impact on ongoing research, well being of the animals, or other appropriate reasons.  
* PIs will have the option to be present during public access period.  
*The Facility Manager and Principal Investigator(s) must approve of the time of the public access.
*All public access will be guided by an appropriate University representative, determined by the Center Director of the School of Freshwater Sciences and/or the PIs.  
Authorized Users Bringing Guests into Aquatic Animal Facilities:

* Guests that accompany a PI or their staff into the animal facilities must be approved by the principal investigator with whom the visitor is affiliated.  Graduate students who are authorized users may bring guests into the animal facilities under the conditions listed below. Undergraduate student animal caretakers are prohibited from bringing guests into the animal facilities.

*It is the responsibility of the authorized user to supervise the activities of their guests to ensure that no unauthorized access to animal rooms occurs and that the guests do not engage in any behavior that is disruptive to the animals.  
*It is the responsibility of the authorized users to ask for identification from individuals they see in the facilities that are accompanied by an authorized user and not known to them.  Instance of unauthorized access should be promptly reported. 
*Visitors accompanying a PI or their staff are prohibited from entering any animal rooms except those assigned to the authorized user.

General Rules for Visitors:

* Visitors are not allowed to handle animals.  Visitors are not allowed to enter barrier rooms (e.g. quarantine rooms, SPF rooms.)  Visitors should only have access to rooms/labs that will not cause any disruption to the animals well being or the research taking place.
*Unauthorized electronic devices (including but not limited to, recording devices such as tape recorders, video recorders, cameras, cell phones, etc.) must be turned off in the facility.

*Children under the age of 16 will not be permitted public access without adequate adult supervision by individuals who are not associated with the School of Freshwater Sciences.
*The number of persons allowed public access at one time will be restricted based on the size of the facility and the nature of the visit.

*All animal facility visitors must adhere to the Biological Control Rules.
*A copy of these rules will be distributed to each authorized user of the facility.  Copies of these rules will also be posted prominently in the facility.
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