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EDUCATION
Ph.D., English (Literary Studies) 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, December 2004

Dissertation Topic

Handing on the Creative Spark: A Speculative History of Black Women’s Reading Practices 

M.A. English (Literary Studies) 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 1995

B.A. English (Literary Studies), B.A. Mass Communication, Certificate in Women’s Studies University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 1993
EMPLOYMENT

Assistant Professor, UWM Department of Africology, 2006-2015
Acting Director, UWM Cultures and Communities Program, 2005-2006
Assistant Director, UWM Cultures and Communities Program, 1999-2005
Teaching Assistant, UWM Department of English, 1997-1999
Associate Instructor, UWM Academic Opportunities Center, 1997-1999
Associate Instructor, UWM Center for Women’s Studies, 1996-1999
Graduate Fellow, UWM Advanced Opportunity Program, 1994-1997
Youth Project Supervisor, Sherman Park Redevelopment Corp., Mil., WI, 1992-1993
Program Assistant II, UWM Office of Equal Opportunity, 1993-1994
Peer Mentor, UWM Ronald McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement Program, 1992–1993
Curriculum Development and Teaching
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Graduate
· African-American Literary Criticism and Theory, Africology 851
Undergraduate/Graduate

· Black Women Writers, Africology 565

· Multiculturalism and Women’s Changing Identity, Women’s Studies 599

· African-American Literature: “Classic” Novels, English 517

Undergraduate

· Survey of African American Literature, Africology 102

· Black Women in America, Africa, and the Caribbean, Africology 414

· Literary Movements: The Harlem Renaissance, Africology 372
· African-American Novels, Africology 210
· Freshman Seminar: African-American Life Stories, Africology 192
· Black Reality: Survey of African-American Society, Africology 100
· Black and White Women in Contemporary American, Africology 250
· Black Social and Cultural Traditions, Africology 215
· Multicultural America, English 150
· Freshman Seminar: Multicultural America, English 192
· Introduction to Ethnic Minority Literature: Multicultural America, English 277
· Representations of Slavery and Freedom in American Literature, English 373
· Introduction to Women’s Studies (Humanities), Women’s Studies 201
· Fundamentals of Composition English Composition, 095
· Introduction to College Writing English Composition, 101
· College Writing and Research, English 102
· Major Women Writers (Teaching Independent Study), English 465
PUBLICATIONS
“Reading Under Cover of the Veil: Oral and Textual Literacies in Antebellum America." Community Literacy Journal 8.2 (Spring 2014).

“The Grass Roots Approach to Curriculum Reform: The Cultures and Communities Program.” By Gregory Jay and Sandra E. Jones in Creating a New Kind of University, ed. Nancy Zimpher, Stephen L. Percy, and Mary Jane Brukardt, Anker Publishing, 2005.

“Whiteness Studies and the Multicultural Literature Classroom” By Gregory Jay (with Sandra Elaine Jones), in MELUS: The Journal of Society for the Study of Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United States, Volume 30, Number 2, summer 2005.

Works in Progress
The Notion of Song: Foundations of Black Women’s Literary Interpretive Practice, book-length work.

“Masking Traditions in the Works of Zora Neale Hurston and Kara Walker”

“The Random Brushings of Birds: Phyllis Wheatley as Literary Critic” 

“Teaching Black Reality: Pedagogical Approaches to Race in the ‘Post-Racial’ Classroom”
Conference and Panel Presentations
“Masking Traditions in African-American Women’s Creative Expression:  Zora Neale Hurston and Kara Walker,” panel presentation.  National Council of Black Studies 36 Annual Conference, Atlanta, GA, March 10, 2012.
“Milwaukee’s Crisis of Generational Joblessness,” panel presentation.  Community Brainstorming Breakfast, Milwaukee, WI.  January 28, 2012.
"The Economic Reality in the African-American Community,” panel organizer. Panel participants: Sheila Cochran, COO of the Milwaukee County Labor Council; Gaulien L. Smith, owner and founder of Gee's Clippers; and Dr. Jeffrey Sommers, Associate Professor, UWM Department of Africology. (February 2011).
“It's Never Too Late to Reach for Your Dreams,” 2011 EOC Student Conference: “Impossible Dreams Are Possible,” special guest speaker, Milwaukee, WI.  April 26, 2011.  

"Sister’s Like Me: A Personal Journey," Sisters Like Me: A Reception for UWM Women Students of African Descent, panel participant, Milwaukee, WI. February 28, 2011.
“Masking Traditions in the Works of Zora Neale Hurston and Kara Walker.” Panel presentation, Fourth African American Literature Symposium, North Carolina Central University, Durham, N.C., November 8, 2007. 

“On White Privilege,” Workshop presenter, Common Ground Conference, UW-Waukesha, January 19, 2007
Institute on Community Engagement, Panel presenter, De Anza College, Cupertino, CA, September 14, 2005.

"Whiteness Studies and the Multicultural Literature Classroom," Panel presenter, Third International Conference on the Arts and Humanities, Honolulu, Hawaii, Jan. 13, 2005

“Partners in Educational Innovation: Community-University Partnership Grant Program.” Panel presentation, “Cultures and Communities: Mainstreaming Diversity and Engagement into the Core Curriculum.” National Council on Race and Ethnicity, New York, NY, June 1-3, 2005.

Teaching Diversity in College Classrooms, panel participant. Preparing Future Faculty Program, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI, March 14, 2003.

From the Classroom to the Community: Leading Students toward Greater Civic Engagement, panel participant.  Making Our Lives Count Conference.  University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI, June 7, 2001.

“Community Engagement and Curriculum Development.”  Panel participant, “Changing the General Education Curriculum: Cultures and Communities”, The University as Citizen Conference, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL., Feb. 23-24, 2001. 

“African American Teacher/White Students: Teaching Within Whiteness.” National Council of Teachers of English Conference, Milwaukee, WI, November 2000. 

“Engaging the Community: A Grassroots Approach to Curriculum Development.” Panel participant, “Transforming General Education through Diversity, Interdisciplinarity, and Service Learning: The Milwaukee Idea.” American Association of Colleges and Universities, Diversity and Learning conference, October 26-29, 2000, Pittsburgh, PA, October 2000.

“Beyond Tolerance: Gay/Straight Alliances.”  Institute on Critical Issues, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee, WI, April 2000.  

“Exorcizing Racism from Standard American English.” CCCC, Chicago IL, April 1999.

CURRENT RESEARCH

Black women’s literary interpretive practice
Masking traditions in African-American women’s creative expression
African American knowledge systems 

Reading and oral literacy during antebellum era 
Professional Memberships

Modern Language Association (MLA), National. (September 2004 - 2015).
UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY SERVICE
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, Committee Chair, 2014.

Faculty Mentor Ronald McNair Summer Research Internship Program, 2013.

Undergraduate Advisor Department of Africology Majors and Minors, 2012-2015.
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, Committee Member. (January 2011 - 2015).

Africology Black History Month Organizing Committee, Committee Member. (January 2011 - 2015).

Fromkin Research Grant Committee, Committee Member. (January 2011 & January 2015).

Social Development Commission's Sankofa Community Education Project, consultant. Diversity curriculum for a three-tier curriculum targeting middle/high school students, business leaders, and social service organization staff. (June 2010-December 2010).
Dissertation Defense Committee Member, L.G. Shanklin-Flowers, Cardinal Stritch University College of Education, “The Self-Care Perceptions and Practices of Contemporary Black Women Leaders.” Defended (May 2012).
Dissertation Defense Committee Member, Yvonne McDonald, UWM Department of English, "From Subalternity to Meaningful Representation: The Emergent Literature of Caribbean Women Writers," Defended (June 2011).

Dissertation Committee Member, Donte McFadden, UWM Department of English, "Black MASCULINITY in the Films of Charles Burnett." Defended (May 2009–May 2013).

Social Development Commission Board of Commissioners, Vice-Chair, 2006 to 2009.

Center for Women’s Studies Steering Committee, 2006 to 2008.

UWM Equity Scorecard Team, 2006. 

UWM Representative to the Social Development Commission Board of Commissioners, 2005 to 2009.

Chancellor’s Council for Inclusion, 2005-2007.

Enrollment Management Diversity Subcommittee, 2005-2006
Teachers for a New Era Cultures and Communities Design Team, 2004 to 2006.

Public Allies Milwaukee, Advisory Board, 2002 to 2005.

Milwaukee Idea Team Leader, representative from UWM Cultures and Communities Program, 1999 to 2006.

Search Committee for UWM Director of Service Learning, 2001.

Search Committee for UWM School of Education Program Manager, 2001.

Center for Women’s Studies Certificate Committee, 1996-2000.

Faculty Mentor Ronald McNair Summer Research Internship Program, 1999.

GRANTS AND AWARDS
Fifteen-year Length of Service Award, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Service, University, University.  April 2014.

Ten-Year Length of Service Award, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Service, University, University. April 2009.

University of Wisconsin System Institute on Race and Ethnicity Faculty Diversity Research Award.  Twelve-thousand-dollar course release grant, Fall 2009.

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Academic Staff Outstanding Performance and Commitment to Higher Education Award, 2005.

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Academic Opportunity Center Alumni Special Recognition Award, 2005. Recognition for outstanding academic and professional accomplishments.

TRIO Achievers Award, 2005.

Phi Kappa Phi Honorary Membership, 2001.

University of Wisconsin Sophomore Honors, 1990.  Recognition for outstanding academic achievement.

Society of Professional Journalist Scholarship, 1988.

Davis-Putter Scholarship, 1988. Award for outstanding community service.

Phi Eta Sigma Freshman Honor Society, 1989. Award for outstanding academic achievement.

National Collegiate Minority Leadership Award, 1989. Award as recognition of outstanding academic leadership potential.
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