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Section Day(s)  Times  Instructor  Description 

001  TR  12:30-1:45 Mitchell-Walthour Afric 300: URBAN VIOLENCE (U/G) 

What is violence in racialized spaces and context and what role does the state play in 
perpetuating violence against African descendant communities? In the public imagination 
violence is often thought to occupy a central place in the everyday lives of urban residents 
yet there is less exploration of the historical antecedents of violence. This course will 
explore the historical roots of state perpetuated violence against African descendants as 
well as the role the state plays today in the repression of Black communities through 
sustained violence. We will also examine how African descendants organize against state 
violence and how they seek liberation and human dignity. We focus on cities including 
Milwaukee, Charleston, and São Paulo (Brazil). 

201  ONLINE   Sommers  Afric 322: ORDER AND DISORDER: THE QUEST FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE (U/G) 
 

This course examines how people of African descent have been impacted by and 
resisted institutions of power and inequality. Special attention will be given to 
how Black people have sought social and political inclusion, as well as equal 
access to resources, citizenship, and other human rights. Throughout the course 
we will explore how the quest for social justice has manifested in various arenas 
of social life (e.g. politics, law, health, the economy, popular culture). We will 
also examine the ways in which gender, class, and sexuality have facilitated and 
complicated Black people’s search for social justice. The course will rely on 
interdisciplinary texts and media (academic books, essays, film, and music, 
journalism) to provide students with a firmer understanding of the links 
between historical struggles for social justice and contemporary inequality.  
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001  R   2:00-4:40 pm  Winkler  Afric 545: RAISING CHILDREN ‘RACINE-ING’ CHILDREN (U/G) 

Students will actively investigate the social meaning of race in the United States through 
the lens of childhood and adolescence. This course will help student to think critically 
about the subtle ways young people experience racialization and what effect this process 
has on young people’s lives. Questions considered include: how do young people form 
their understanding about race and racism? When does this process begin? Where, how, 
and from whom do young people receive messages about race? What are those messages? 
How do children interpret those messages? What are the roles of family, media, schools, 
and peers in racial learning? Do gender, skin tone, socioeconomic status, neighborhood, 
geographical region, and other demographic factors affect how children learn about race? 
We will study how children across all racial groups in the United States “learn race,” but 
will pay special attention to African American children. Classes are designed in such a way 
that students engage in active learning, hypothesizing, and theorizing.  

001  T 2:00-4:40 pm  Mitchell-Walthour Afric 701: THEORIES AND METHODS IN EMPERICAL RESEARCH IN AFRICAN &  
         AFRICAN DIASPORA STUDIES (G) 

This course will examine the applicability of particular empirical theories and qualitative 
and quantitative methods to analyze a range of substantive problems and issues pertaining 
to peoples of African descent. We will examine critiques of quantitative and qualitative 
methods used to examine African descendant populations. We will also consider the 
advantages and still will be taught how to use both methodologies in graduate level 
research. 
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001  M 5:00 pm-7:40PM  Sommers  Afric 705: CLASSICAL WORKS: INTELLECTUAL PRODUCTION IN AFRIC AND THE 
         DIASPORA 1 (G) 

This course introduces students to the canonical works of political economy emanating from the 
African Diaspora.  From Eric Williams’ Capitalism and Slavery to Walter Rodney’s How Europe 
Underdeveloped Africa, students are introduced to the core intellectual production that formed 
Black studies.  These centrally important source texts for the discipline are critically engaged to 
assess where they still intellectually hold up and where they might be re-assessed.  The course 
provides students with a mastery of these core texts and in so doing, delivers an essential ‘literacy’ 
for functioning professionally in Africology.  

          
001  W 2:00 pm-4:40PM Kopkin   Afric 820: POLITICAL ECONOMY OF INCOME AND WEALTH INEQUALITY 

This course will examine the relationship between racialized identities and institutions that 
create inequality. We will also analyze how institutions perpetuate inequality based on the 
intersection of identities such as race, class, and gender. We will problematize the role of 
the institution of capitalism on development and the role of capitalism on nation 
building. Students will also explore how institutions shape racial identities and how African 
descendants are marginalized based on these institutions. While we will focus on the 
history of the relationship between Europe and underdevelopment on the continent of 
Africa, we will examine historical roots and contemporary manifestations of inequality in 
other contexts such as the United States and Brazil. In this class students will analyze 
various forms of inequality including wage and wealth inequality, political inequality, and 
social inequality such as educational inequality and unequal incarceration rates. Students 
will be expected to analyze how institutions shape inequality and will explore policy 
solutions to inequality adversely affects African descendants. 
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001           M  2:00 pm-4:40PM Saint Jacques  Afric 837: MEMORY AND TRADITION: IDENTITY-MAKING AND MEMORY IN THE  
         AFRICAN DIAPSORA (G) 

What does it mean to be part of the African diaspora? Is it a racial category? Is it a cultural 
category based on shared heritage? This graduate seminar explores how critical 
anthropological debates on race and culture have shaped identity and cultural practices of 
African Diasporic populations. Students will read ethnographies about the black experience 
across to globe (Europe, Americas, Caribbean, and Africa) to understand the development 
of theoretical approaches to the study of communities of the African Diaspora. In addition, 
questions of representation are considered through a comparison of the works of native 
anthropologists. The course concludes with an analysis of several contemporary 
ethnographies. 

 
          
          

 

 

 

 

 

   


