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Afric 100: BLACK REALITY: SURVEY OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN SOCIETY (U) 

1, 3 
Is there a “Black Reality?” If there is, what are its defining attributes? How important 
are class, color, gender, lifestyles, economic productivity and political activity in the structure 
of this reality? Of what significance is “Black Reality” in the 21st Century? 

Afric 102: SURVEY OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERATURE (U) 1, 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1– Cultural Diversity Courses 

 
 

2– GER Courses-Social Science 

 

3– GER Courses – Humanities 

201  Online Spencer Are you curious about the thoughts of major authors of African descent such as Frederick 
Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Marcus Garvey, Ida B. Wells, Malcolm X, Fannie Lou Hamer, and 
Martin Luther King, Jr.? This course introduces you to some of the most exciting and 
powerful writers in African-American literature. 

 
001 

 
TR 

 
12:30 am-1:45 pm 

 
Jones Afric 111: INTRODUCTION TO AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY TO 1865 (U) 

1, 3 
 Eleven and one-half generations of black people lived in bondage. What was the cost of chattel 

slavery to them? How much of the black American’s African heritage survived in spite of slavery 
and racism? The assault on the African’s culture, the resistance of blacks to bondage, the 
political economy of slavery, and the Civil War will be discussed. What did it mean to be a free 
black woman before 1865? Come and find out! 
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001                 TR 12:30-1:45 pm       Wilson Afric 215: INTRODUCTION TO BLACK SOCIAL AND CULTURAL TRADITIONS (U) 1, 2 
This course provides students with an informed understanding of the cultural traditions and  
social organization of communities within the African Diaspora which historically encompasses 
African descendant populations geographically dispersed across the Americas and Europe as a 
result of the Atlantic slave trade. The selected topics covered include family structure, social 
institutions, religious forms, musical genres, folklore and oral histories. The course compares  
the cultural continuities from a share African heritage and emphasizes the regionally distinctive 
cultural practices resulting from local transformations through adaption and creolization. Less 
tangible identity-making practices, such as ideas of Blackness, are also analyzed. In view of the 
conceptual challenges that the contemporary migration of African populations poses, the 
course concludes with a critical assessment of the meaning of the African Diaspora.

 
 

001                 MW 2:00-3:15 pm       Akubeze Afric 228: INTRODUCTION TO BLACK POLITICAL ECONOMY (U) 1, 2 
Political economy tends to look at the effect of politics on the economy and of the 
economy of politics. According to some scholars, “Political economy… is sensitive to the 
influence of non-economic factors such as political and social institutions, morality, and 
ideology in determining economic events.” This gives political economy a broad and far 
reaching focus. This course focuses upon the evolution, nature, and role of African-
American economics and politics within the American Political System. The concern is with 
African Americans as actors and creators and initiators in the economic and political 
process. Specifically, this course will examine various controversies that surround the role of 
race in American society. These controversies, or issues, affect public opinion, political 
institutions, political behavior, and salient public policy debates. This course will assess and 
evaluate the contemporary influence of race in each of these domains while also exploring 
their historical antecedents.  
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001                  MW            11:00 am-            Saint Jacques 

                                         12:15pm     

 
 
 
 
 
 
001                  TR                12:30-1:45 pm     Mitchell-Walthour 

Afric 265: PHYSCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF RACISM (U) 1, 2 
This course explores the ways in which racism impacts individuals, groups, and society as a whole. 
Students learn how race and racism in the US have functioned historically and operate presently, 
with attention given to individual, institutional and cultural levels. Topics addressed in this course 
include: differentiating between stereotyping, prejudice, and racism; distinguishing passive racism 
from active racism; and identifying intentional and unintentional forms of racism, such as 
microaggresions. The processes through which race and racism become embedded in the human 
psyche is also covered in this course, including the relationship between racism and racial identity, 
conscious and unconscious expressions of racism, and individual and group responses to explicit 
and implicit racism. 
 
Afric 300: URBAN VIOLENCE (U/G) 
What is violence in racialized spaces and context and what role does the state play in 
perpetuating violence against African descendant communities? In the public imagination 
violence is often thought to occupy a central place in the everyday lives of urban residents yet 
there is less exploration of the historical antecedents of violence. This course will explore the 
historical roots of state perpetuated violence against African descendants as well as the role the 
state plays today in the repression of Black communities through sustained violence. We will 
also examine how African descendants organize against state violence and how they seek 
liberation and human dignity. We focus on cities including Milwaukee, Charleston, and São 

Paulo (Brazil).
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001                  TR                11:00am-           Winkler 
 12:15pm 

 
 
 
 

     
       201 Online                             Sommers 

Afric 314: THE SCHOOL IN THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN LIFE (U/G) 1, 3 
This course will help students to critically examine the role of school in African American life 
historically and in the present moment. We will consider the role of the school policies and 
practices in the socialization, identity development, achievement, and life outcomes for African 
American children and youth. Finally, we will look toward possible alternatives and solutions— 
what can and should be done to address failures in current theory and practice? This is an active-
learning, seminar-style course and class meetings will center on in-class learning activities and  
critical discussion of course readings. 
 
 
 
Afric 322: ORDER AND DISORDER: THE QUEST FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE (U/G) 
This course examines how people of African descent have been impacted by and resisted 
institutions of power and inequality. Special attention will be given to how Black people 
have sought social and political inclusion, as well as equal access to resources, citizenship, 
and other human rights. Throughout the course we will explore how the quest for so cial 
justice has manifested in various arenas of social life (e.g. politics, law, health, the 
economy, popular culture). We will also examine the ways in which gender, class, and 
sexuality have facilitated and complicated Black people’s search for social j ustice. The 
course will rely on interdisciplinary texts and media (academic books, essays, film, and 
music, journalism) to provide students with a firmer understanding of the links between 
historical struggles for social justice and contemporary inequality . 
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 001 R               2:00-4:40 pm   Winkler                         Afric 545: RAISING CHILDREN ‘RACE-ING’ CHILDREN (U/G) 

Students will actively investigate the social meaning of race in the United States through the lens  
of childhood and adolescence. This course will help students to think critically about the subtle 
ways young people experience racialization and what effect this process has on young people’s  
lives. Questions considered include: How do young people form their understandings about race  
and racism? When does this process begin? Where, how, and from whom do young people  
receive messages about race? What are those messages? How do children interpret those  
messages? What are the roles of family, media, schools, and peers in racial learning? Do gender,  
skin tone, socioeconomic status, neighborhood, geographical region, and other demographic  
factors affect how children learn about race? We will study how children across all racial groups in  
the United States “learn race,” but will pay special attention to African American children. Classes 
are designed in such a way that students engage in active learning, hypothesizing, and theorizing. 
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